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A Christmas Letter from Paul
A trip to the mailbox is a lot more interesting during the holiday season. It is
fun to open the mail, see photos of friends and family, and read their Christmas
greetings. I am still a fan of the traditional card and enjoy looking at the art and
messages that reflect the Christmas season.
More than one billion Christmas cards will be sent this holiday season and many
will include letters providing family updates, photos, and well wishes for the new
year. Most of the time these letters fit on one page and are easy and interesting
to read. Every now and then a letter arrives filled with every vacation moment,
root canal and family event from the past year. Those are usually “scanned”
with a smile and tucked back inside the card. But each card is a reminder that
someone thought about you and wanted you on their “list” for Christmas.
Some of the best Christmas cards come from the people you may only hear
from during the holidays. Now Facebook allows us to stay connected during the
year, but it is still special to open a card and enjoy a few memories or moments.
Christmas is an important time to think about others.
I was reading through Philippians and began to imagine Paul’s words as a
Christmas letter, and the idea for this Advent devotional was “born.” Paul’s letter
would have been received in Philippi with great excitement. The people in that
city knew he had been taken to Rome, where he was living under house arrest.
News of his letter would have spread quickly through the church and people
would have crowded together in a room to hear every word.
This Advent devotional is designed to help you stand in that crowd and listen to
those same words. But this time, hear those words each day as Paul’s Christmas
letter to you. The apostle was inspired by God’s Holy Spirit as he wrote, but he
never could have imagined we would be reading those words for the Advent
season this year.
The genius of Scripture is the eternal nature of God’s wisdom. Take some time
each day to enter that room in Philippi and listen to Paul’s message for your
Christmas season. May his words bless your home and your holiday.

Merry Christmas from
the Denison Forum
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Day 1

Christmas Saints
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus
who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God in all my
remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my
prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until
now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
-Philippians 1:1-6
Today is the first Sunday of Advent. God’s church is ready to
celebrate the birth of Christ and worship him as our amazing
gift of Christmas. According to Scripture, most of the people you
worship with today are “saints.” We don’t typically think of all
Christians as saints, but God does. We are aware of our flaws
and we notice flaws in others, but God already knows us as the
perfected souls we will be in heaven. As you get ready to leave
for church take a moment to glance in the mirror and realize
God sees you, his child, as a saint. Allow that thought to guide
your worship today.
The rush of the holiday season is inevitable, but that frenzy is the
opposite of what Paul would wish for us. Paul wanted the saints to
know God’s grace and peace. Today, as you quiet your heart and
mind for worship, pray for grace and peace to fill your holiday
season. We should wish for ourselves what Paul wished for us.
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Paul would also wish God’s grace and peace to be our witness to
others during Christmastime. He was grateful for the Philippians
because of their partnership in the gospel. That gospel message was
introduced through prophets like Isaiah who said, “For to us a child
is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).
Christmas is a new beginning for God’s relationship with
people. God gave his Son, his Son gave himself, and through
faith, ordinary people can become saints. That is the gospel
message of Christ.
Most of the people you will worship with today are saints, but
some of the people you will see in your church are not. They might
know the words of the hymns and the story of Christmas as well
as anyone; but they have never surrendered their lives and invited
the Christ child to begin a good work in them. As you worship,
ask God to reveal those you should pray for and speak to this
Christmas. This Advent season may be a new beginning for them.
To all the saints . . . welcome to the season that celebrates our
Savior’s birth.
May grace and peace be our constant theme this Christmas. May God
continue to bring to completion our sanctification and may each of us
overflow with the joy of his gospel message. It’s Christmas. Help us
join the saints of the ages and worship our newborn King.
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Day 2

Our Christmas P riority
And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with
knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent,
and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and
praise of God.
-Philippians 1:9-11
Our culture is somewhat confused about Christmas. Even the
name of the holiday is a topic for discussion. Christians know the
reason for the season, but occasionally we question some of our
holiday celebrations. Paul lived in a confused culture too. Most
Romans thought the idea of a baby born to a virgin was ridiculous.
Yet the Christian church was multiplying daily amid the disdain
and persecution of that first century culture. How can we learn
from them?
The culture of Philippi was as far removed from God as could be,
but Paul prayed that the Philippian church would thrive in that
culture, and it did. Paul prayed that God’s saints would abound,
more and more with love, and God’s love had a profound impact
on people’s lives.
The lines are long, but you give your place to someone who is
late for work. The traffic is heavy, but you let others into your
lane. An elderly person is tired, and you give up your seat. A tired
salesperson is short with you, but you respond with patience and
understanding. You may never know the impact the love you give
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has on a person, but you can trust that the powerful love of God
will make a difference each time it is given.
Paul prayed that love would abound. That might be our most
important prayer this Christmas season. “Lord, may your love
abound in me—more and more” at a Christmas party, at work, at
school, with my family. “Lord, help me to love because of, in spite of,
and for the sake of ” . . . people need to experience God’s abundant
love, but how does that happen?
Paul taught that our love would abound “with knowledge and
all discernment.” It is hard to know which party is “one too
many.” Is Christmas a blessing to your family or simply a
holiday tradition? When do we talk about our Christian beliefs
and when do we quietly live our message, avoiding sticky
conversations? If we do speak, what should we say? The only
excellent answers to those questions are the answers God inspires
in you, through his Holy Spirit.
God has a great priority for you this Christmas, and Paul wrote
about it. God wants us to know and desire what is excellent. If we
receive wisdom and discernment from God’s Holy Spirit, we can
speak the words God authors, we can love others with the love he
provides, and we can know and choose what is excellent, instead of
something of lesser worth. The love you offer will impact someone
today, if it is God’s. That should be our Christmas priority.
Lord, let us be abundantly filled with your love. May your love overflow
as a blessing to others. Open our eyes, our minds, and sometimes our
mouths, so that we can share the true joy of Christmas with others.
Lord, help us recognize and want what is excellent so that we can be
fruitful, pure, blameless, and righteous today and every day. To the
glory and praise of God.
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Day 3

Proclaiming
Christmas Truth
“I want you to know, brothers that what has happened to me has really served
to advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole
imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most
of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are
much more bold to speak the word without fear. Some indeed preach Christ from
envy and rivalry, but others from good will. The latter do it out of love, knowing
that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The former proclaim Christ out
of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.
What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is
proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.”
-Philippians 1:12-18
The rest of the world was sleeping when the skies shone with
the glory of the Lord. The shepherds were terrified, but they
listened as the angel proclaimed the birth of Christ. Those
men rushed to find the baby Jesus and, after seeing him, rushed
to tell people their story. Scripture says, “All who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them” (Luke 2:18). The
Christmas story is a message of miracles. We should expect
those who haven’t experienced Christ to “wonder” at what we
believe and celebrate this Christmas.
Paul wanted to assure the Philippian church that even though he
was imprisoned in Rome, God was redeeming those days for his
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good purpose. Tradition says that Paul’s guards were constantly
being reassigned because he was leading them to faith in Christ.
Paul’s story was also a message of miracles, and when he told
people about his experience with Christ, many were led to accept
Jesus as their Savior too.
Paul’s witness encouraged others to share their faith. The whole
Imperial Guard knew he was there for the sake of Christ because
Paul was bold enough to share with them. Paul’s witness inspired
others to be bold and speak the word without fear. We can be bold in
our faith as well.
Most people love the Christmas story. How do we help them
understand that the story is truth? Billy Graham said, “Our lives
are the only Bible most people will read.” Every time a Christian
enters a room today, so will Jesus. His Holy Spirit is present and
ready to work. Christians have seen the glory of the Lord. We have
experienced the baby in the manger. We have met Jesus on our
Damascus road. We have a story to tell.
Some may wonder at what they hear, but you can rejoice each
time Christ is proclaimed. His word never returns void. Take a few
moments to revisit that Bethlehem cave and experience the reality
of Christmas miracles. When you truly experience the glory of the
Lord, your life will reflect and preach the truth about Christmas.
Lord Jesus, help us proclaim your Christmas story. May the people who
meet us encounter you.
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Day 4

A Worthy Christmas
“Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether
I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm
in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel and
not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of
their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has been
granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but
also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and
now hear that I still have.”
-Philippians 1:27-30
Look forward to those moments when someone wishes you a
“happy holiday.” Meet their eyes, then smile and kindly say, “Thank
you. I hope you have a merry Christmas.” Chances are, you have just
preached a mini-sermon to that person and those around you. Stores
don’t encourage their employees to say “Merry Christmas” any more.
For many, Christmas has become a holiday instead of a holy day. Paul
taught us not to be frightened by those who oppose our faith. Instead,
we “stand firm and let our manner of life be worthy of the gospel.”
Legally, Joseph could have prosecuted Mary for infidelity when
she was found to be with child. But Mary told him she had
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and God sent an angel to help
Joseph understand she was telling the truth. But the truth about
Jesus didn’t protect him from Herod; God’s angel did. The
truth about Jesus didn’t impact many leaders in the Jewish
communities, but Paul kept preaching the gospel anyway.
The truth always changed some.
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Mary and Joseph escaped to Egypt so Jesus would be protected.
The truth about their son didn’t spare them from difficulty, it
actually caused their exile. But God provided for their needs
through the Magi and protected their escape with an angel. They
survived to raise Jesus and fulfill their Kingdom purpose.
Is it difficult to stand firm in your faith during the holidays? Is
there a risk to your family dynamic, your job, or a friendship? Is
it possible to “strive side by side for the faith of the gospel” and
not be “frightened in anything?” Some people are opposed to
the biblical meaning of Christmas, but there has always been
opposition. Mary and Joseph would have understood.
Paul’s answer for our Christmas: stand firm in one spirit, with
one mind. Celebrate Christmas and trust the opposition to God.
He and his angels are familiar with the fight. But Paul has a
warning for those who choose to stand firm. He said, “Only let
your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.” Mary and
Joseph were godly people when God called them to their great
Kingdom purpose. It isn’t just the “sinners” that oppose the gospel
message of Christ. Sometimes opposition comes from “unworthy”
saints. Paul would say, stand firm in Christ before you stand firm for
Christ. Then “Merry Christmas” can be your powerful sermon.
Help us, Lord, to live worthy of Christmas, so our message of
Christmas has greater worth.
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Day 5

Christmas Unity
“So, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests,
but also to the interests of others.”
-Philippians 2:1-4
Where is your favorite place to be during Christmas? I enjoy
my comfortable chair, in front of the warm fireplace while the
Christmas tree is twinkling in the corner. I can see each stocking
representing the members of my family. I especially love the three
that represent my grandkids! I usually do my devotions in the
morning while I drink my favorite coffee. Those are a few of my
“tidings of comfort and joy.”
Paul might have been chained to a table or a person while he wrote
his letter to Philippi. I wonder what he missed experiencing each
morning. There is something profoundly moving about his words
when he said if there is any encouragement, comfort, love,
affection, and sympathy, “complete my joy by being of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind.” If Paul could ask anything of the Philippians, he asked
them to be unified in Christ.
When you sit in your favorite corner of the world, what do you
wish for? Maybe, like Paul, you wish your family could be united
in Christ. Maybe you wish things were better at work or school.
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Maybe you wish you and your spouse agreed more often. Some
of you have a child who doesn’t want to be part of the family
right now. Unity is always important, but the holiday season can
magnify the relationships that aren’t working. Christians have
Christmas wishes too.
Paul gives us a plan if we want to bring unity back to our church,
our family, or any other relationship. He says, “Do nothing out
of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves.” The apostle gives us a lofty goal. Is
unity worth that price? How would Paul’s advice change your
Christmas season?
How can we look, not only to our own interests, but also to the
interests of others? Is there a family tradition that should no longer
be “insisted” upon? Are there gifts to give that are more important
than gifts you wish for? Are there parties more important to attend
than the parties you have scheduled? Who do you need to count as
more significant than yourself ?
If Paul had written his letter for Christmas he might have said,
“The only gift that matters to me this year is unity.” Is there
someone you wish you could say that to this year? Unity, according
to Paul, requires a lofty personal goal. Chances are, Christmas will
be blessed if we aim for it.
Humble us Lord and help us find unity with others... because others
matter most.
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Day 6

The Humility of
Christmas
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”
-Philippians 2:5-8
Thomas Merton wrote, “There were only a few shepherds at the
first Bethlehem. The ox and the donkey understood more of the
first Christmas than the high priest in Jerusalem. And it is the same
today.” Nothing expresses the truth of Christ more than the fact he
would leave the perfection of heaven for a small, dirty cave.
Christmas wasn’t understood and celebrated by the high priest.
The shepherds rejoiced. When Jesus stepped out of heaven and
into the womb, he emptied himself and became a servant. He became
a helpless child, completely dependent, always obedient, and he never
changed. God wants us to know him. Jesus showed us how.
Very little about our Christmas celebrations resembles the story of
Bethlehem. Churches hire orchestras and adorn the stage with as
many poinsettias as possible. The store ads encourage “extreme”
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giving, mostly to ourselves. We do more, spend more, and eat more
during December than any other month of the year.
How different our holiday would be, if we spent it in that cave,
with Jesus. Understanding Christmas requires humility. How do we
empty ourselves? We follow the example of Christ, and “take the
form of a servant.” That isn’t easy in our culture, but humility has
never been easy. It requires stepping away from our human nature
and clothing ourselves with God’s.
Benjamin Franklin once said, “How many observe Christ’s
birthday! How few, his precepts! O, ‘tis easier to keep holidays
than commandments.” We might wonder what Mr. Franklin
would say if he saw Americans now. On the other hand, it is
kind of comforting to note that our ancestors shared similar
struggles. Americans are a proud people, but humility is the
theme of Christmas. How might we rewrite our holiday and
culture with God’s theme?
Why did Jesus choose to be born as a helpless infant, dependent
on God? C. S. Lewis has a brilliant answer to that question. He
said, “The Son of God became a man to enable men to become
the sons of God.” No one can know his need of God, if he thinks
he has all he needs. Visit the cave of Bethlehem one more time.
Look around. Smell the animals—and those shepherds. Look at
the swaddling Mary used to wrap her baby. Then look at Jesus and
hear God say, “Now you can know I would do anything for you.”
Can we respond to him the same way?
God forgive us for making Christmas about ourselves. How might we
serve you instead?
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Day 7

Exalt Christ
“Therefore, God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
-Philippians 2:9-11
Scholars of theology have speculated about the Magi throughout
Christian history. Matthew is the only gospel writer to mention
them. There were three gifts mentioned, but we don’t know how
many men followed the star to Bethlehem. What Matthew does
make clear is that the Magi traveled a long distance to search for,
and offer worship to, the newborn King.
Mary and Joseph were still in Bethlehem but had moved to a
house. Jesus might have been a toddler by the time the Magi
arrived. The Magi’s gifts were of significant value. Matthew called
them a “treasure.” These men had left their homes and their lives
and were compelled to follow a star, because nothing was more
important than searching for Jesus and offering worship to “the
King of the Jews.”
The arrival of the Magi would have caused a great stir in the small
community of Bethlehem. We know it caused significant angst in
Herod. Did people drop what they were doing to come and watch
these men from the East? Did their visit cause them to see Jesus in
a different light? Or did they just consider the Magi an interesting
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distraction or topic of conversation as they returned to their normal
activity? People have similar reactions to the works of God today.
We know so little about these men from the East, but Matthew is
clear about their purpose: “going into the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him”
(Matthew 2:11). The Magi show us how God’s people celebrate
Christmas.
Jesus was always the Son of God, the King of the Jews. He was
exalted by the shepherds as a newborn. He was exalted by the
Magi when he was just a toddler. He was exalted by the people who
experienced his healing and his preaching. And Jesus is exalted every
time someone confesses him as “Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Aren’t you glad you know the baby in that manger? One day, every
knee will bow in heaven and on earth and every tongue will confess
that he is Lord. For now, only those who search for Jesus will find
him. Jesus is everywhere at Christmas. He is mentioned in the
music. He is displayed in the art and décor. But the Magi have an
important message to bring to our Christmas season. Jesus wasn’t
born to adorn our world. He came to be adored and worshiped.
Jesus is our King.
Jesus, as every knee bows before you, and as we walk through this day, we
confess and acknowledge you are Lord. To the glory of God, the Father.
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Day 8

The True Work
of Christmas
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in
my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to
work for his good pleasure.
-Philippians 2:12-13
We all have a job to do at church today. What did you think about
when you read that sentence? This is what Paul meant: Our job
is to work out our own salvation, with fear and trembling. Paul is
talking about sanctification, and today, God wants to teach you
more than you already know. We work at our worship with fear
and trembling because we should feel that kind of awe and wonder
when we encounter God. Enjoy the Christmas hymns, the beautiful
decorations, the friends and family that fill your church—but
mostly, enjoy God. He sent Jesus to Bethlehem, and he sent Jesus
into your life. Worship him with fear and trembling, for it is God’s
pleasure to be at work in your life.
Mary’s experience with God’s work in her life was uniquely her
own. She is the only person in history to become pregnant and
give birth to God’s holy Son. That is why she is venerated and
esteemed differently than any other. But she is not the only
person to have God’s Son born in her. Each of us carries him as
well, through his Holy Spirit.
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God is at work in the life of every Christian. Worship this morning
should draw you into his holy Presence. Mary felt Jesus move
within her, you can too. Did God have that in mind when he
authored the Christmas story? Jesus could have stepped into this
world in a number of ways. But Jesus was conceived and grew within
Mary. That is a physical description of the sanctification process.
Our salvation is simply the “conception” of our relationship with
the indwelling Christ. Our sanctification is the growth process
within. Mary spent months waiting to meet Jesus; most of us
will spend years and years. But one day, we will be born into his
physical presence. Today, as you worship Jesus, be aware of his
indwelling Presence in your life. “God is at work in you, both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.”
Mary exalted God for working in her life. Luke 1:46–55 is the
Magnificat, her song of praise. Today as you worship you can say
with Mary, “for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and
holy is his name” (Luke 1:49).
We all have work to do this Christmas Sunday. God is looking
forward, with pleasure, to meeting us in worship.
Lord, may we worship you like Mary, for you will always be our mighty
God. Thank you for the miraculous things you have done, and all that you
continue to do in our lives, for your good pleasure. Holy is your name.
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Day 9

Christmas Lights
“Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked
and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud
that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured out
as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and
rejoice with you all. Likewise, you also should be glad and rejoice with me.”
-Philippians 2:14-18
It’s a Christmas season Monday and Paul has a good reminder for
all of us: “Do all things without grumbling or disputing.” Some
days are easier than others to be a “blameless, innocent, child of
God.” Try as we might to slow life down and be still, the world still
shouts, “Hurry, do one more thing, don’t let this person down, you
can buy more, do more, be more.” But it is hard to shine as a light
“in the midst of a crooked and twisted” world.
Paul led a very busy life but could say, “I did not run in vain or
labor in vain.” Today might be a good day to rethink the Christmas
calendar. Maybe you have one or two things that you were going to
“run” to, but after spending time with God, they appear to fall into
that “vain” category. Or maybe the opposite is true. Maybe there is
a place where God wants you to be so you can shine as a light in that
room. Maybe there is an event that needs to be cancelled, or added.
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Paul wrote his letter to Philippi while being held in Rome, charged
with treason. He didn’t know his future or the future of his
ministry. He told the church he might be poured out as a sacrificial
offering. Yet, Paul said he was “glad” and “rejoiced” with the
people of Philippi. He wanted them to rejoice with him. Paul knew
he was not living in “vain” and neither were the people in Philippi.
That was cause for joy.
You have a lot of choices to make this week, none more important
that choosing to be a light in our twisted culture. The world wants
to twist the Christmas story to be about Santa. We can focus the
light on the birth of Christ. The world wants to twist gift-giving to
have a monetary value. We can give gifts that provide the light of
Christ. The world thinks of Christmas lights as the artificial bulbs
we use to decorate. We know that the brightest lights of Christmas
were generated from God and led people to a newborn King.
Let’s not live this week in “vain.” Whatever we do, we can work as
“unto the Lord.” So, enjoy an extra cup of coffee and get “powered
up.” It’s Monday, a great day to be a light to our “crooked and
twisted” world. We never run or labor in vain when we serve God.
Lord, refresh, renew and regenerate our souls. We want to be a light and
bring joy to others. We rejoice in our opportunities, knowing that what you
accomplish through us is never in vain.
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Day 10

Sharing Christmas
with Friends
“I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be
cheered by news of you. For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely
concerned for your welfare. For they all seek their own interests, not those of
Jesus Christ. But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a son with a
father he has served with me in the gospel. I hope therefore to send him just
as soon as I see how it will go with me, and I trust in the Lord that shortly
I myself will come also.”
-Philippians 2:19-24
Friendship is one of the greatest gifts from God. He created us to
need other people. Paul was grateful for Timothy’s presence in
his life. He planned to send Timothy to Philippi so that he could
return to Rome and bring good news about the Philippian church.
Christmas is a wonderful time to visit the mailbox. The cards often
contain letters from friends we don’t hear from during the rest of
the year. The letters contain news of their families, their interests,
their health and their hurts. We may not see friends often, but we
still care about their lives. Some friendships will last an eternity.
Heaven will mean there is no separation, no distance, and no time
restraints on our friendships. We will be friends forever.
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Paul said that Timothy would be “genuinely concerned” about the
people in Philippi. Genuine concern is an important quality for any
friendship. People need us to care about them, not superficially, but
deeply. We need that same kind of friendship in our own lives.
The innkeeper genuinely cared about Joseph and Mary. She was
about to give birth and he didn’t have a room—but he found them
a safe spot where they would have privacy. I wonder if one or two
of the shepherds returned to the cave to make sure Mary and
Joseph were okay. Maybe they or the innkeeper made certain the
family had something to eat while there. The first-century culture
highly valued hospitality. Who were the other people who saw or
heard about the newborn baby and took time to care? I like to
imagine Mary greeting them again in heaven one day to thank
them for what they did.
Everyone needs friends who will genuinely care about his or her
life. We can be that kind of friend this Christmas. There is a
woman with a newborn in your church or Bible study who could
probably use some help this Christmas. There are neighbors who
could use a favor if they are traveling for the holiday. There are
people you know who will be alone this Christmas, unless a friend
genuinely cares enough to include them.
Timothy cared enough to devote his life to Paul and his ministry.
Who are the Timothys in your life? Praise God for his great gift of
friends during this lifetime and for all eternity.
Thank you Lord for creating us to need friends. Help us to be the friend we
would be grateful to have.
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Day 11

Christmas Compassion
“I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and
fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my
need, for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed because you
heard that he was ill. Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy
on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon
sorrow. I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may rejoice
at seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. So receive him in the
Lord with all joy, and honor such men, for he nearly died for the work of
Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking in your service to me.”
-Philippians 2:25-30
Paul was eager to send Epaphroditus back to Philippi so the church
could see he was no longer ill and rejoice. Paul didn’t want the
church to worry about their friend and brother in Christ. It is hard
to imagine what it would have been like to live with first-century
methods of communication.
I remember receiving the early morning phone call that my first
grandchild was on the way. We were on the highway a few hours
later when we received a text message with a picture. How quickly
we knew she was born, healthy, and all was well!
We know almost nothing about Mary and Joseph’s parents. Were
they left behind in Nazareth wondering and worrying about the
birth of a grandchild? Whom did she want to write to and say, “He
is born! All is well.” Saying goodbye meant so much more in those
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ancient days. It’s unlikely Mary could have sent a letter back home.
Possibly, she told another Bethlehem pilgrim who could carry her
news back home.
Early American missionaries boarded ships and often said farewell
to their families and friends for long periods of time. It could be
months, years, or decades before the missionaries returned home.
In those days, the church prayed with great fervency because
there were very few opportunities to communicate and people
continually felt the need to trust these loved ones to God’s care.
Churches packed barrels full of clothes, toys, and books so that
these missionaries would have a Christmas celebration on the
mission field, knowing there were people at home who cared and
shared in their ministry.
Christmas is a wonderful opportunity to show appreciation to
the servants in our world. We live at a moment in history when
communicating with others is easier than it has ever been. Who
would love to hear from you today? Who needs to receive a
“barrel” of help or Christmas joy? There is still time in the holiday
season to send Mary’s message of joy. “He is born. And all is well.”
Lord, guide our thoughts toward the person we can encourage with a
message of joy.
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Day 12

The Profound Meaning
of Christmas
Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you
is no trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out for the dogs, look out
for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. For we are
the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ
Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—though I myself have reason for
confidence in the flesh also.
-Philippians 3:1-4a
At first glance this passage seems hardly appropriate for an Advent
devotional. Yet, these verses are the core message of Christmas.
Paul wanted the Philippian church to rejoice because Christmas
was the beginning of God’s New Covenant with his people.
He also wanted them to “look out” for the people who were
teaching a different message.
There were leaders who wanted the Gentile Christians to follow
Jewish laws if they were to be considered proper members of the
church. Paul referred to those teachers as “dogs and evildoers.”
He didn’t want the truth of Scripture weakened by the opinions of
man. Paul taught that the true Christian was the person who could
worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus. He also
taught that we shouldn’t put confidence in anything else.
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Jesus was born in Bethlehem so that one day, he could be reborn in
the hearts of men. The profound message of Christmas is that when a
person has the Spirit of God he or she has been glorified by Jesus, and
that is our confidence of salvation. Any other message is worthless.
By this time in the season, there have been “other messages”
about Christmas and the holiday that carries Jesus’ name. People
don’t like to hear that there is only one true way to celebrate. The
holiday has become about so many things other than Jesus.
The church didn’t celebrate the birth of Christ until 300 years after
“Bethlehem.” The celebration of Jesus’ birth came as a reaction
against a pagan celebration. The original message of Christmas
was to protest ideas that were not true. Maybe the oldest reason for
Christmas is once again needed.
Paul didn’t like “mixed messages.” He told the church in Philippi to
stick with the “gospel truth.” The profound message of Christmas
is the profound message of the gospel. “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him will not perish but
have eternal life” (John 3:16).
The “dogs” and “evildoers” are still sending other messages; they
always will. But we who are confidant through the Holy Spirit of
God know the “gospel truth” about Christmas. Jesus was born of
God, so we could be reborn as his children. That is the profound
meaning of Christmas.
Lord, may our Christmas message be your profound truth—Jesus, our
Savior, is born.
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Day 13

The Messengers of
Christmas
“If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.”
-Philippians 3:4b-6
The apostle Paul described himself as a Hebrew of Hebrews. He
came from the tribe of Benjamin, which had produced the first
king, Saul. He was a student of the law, a Pharisee, and had been a
zealous persecutor of the Christian church. In terms of the Jewish
law, he was blameless. Yet, Paul became the great evangelist of the
New Testament by bringing the message of Christ to the Gentiles.
The Christmas story is full of unlikely messengers. The shepherds
were the first to proclaim the Messiah’s birth. The Magi
announced they had come to worship the King. And Simeon was
an elderly man who presented the baby Messiah to the temple.
Jesus wrote the Christmas story, and he made certain the message
was clear. He came to bring salvation to everyone.
Paul was destined to become a powerful leader in the Jewish faith,
but after meeting Jesus, his destiny was changed. Under the law,
Paul believed himself to be righteous and blameless, yet on the
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road to Damascus Jesus said, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
me?” Paul became a messenger for Christ, when he was humbled
and chose to know Jesus as his Lord.
The message of Christmas is difficult for the culture to accept as
truth. The story is full of miracles and must be believed in faith.
The Christmas story is still told by unlikely messengers. People
want facts and we talk about faith. People want proof and we
offer our personal testimonies. People want heaven and we offer
them Jesus. Paul’s story is still our story today. People become
Christians when they meet Jesus. Our job as messengers is
simply to make the introduction.
Each Christmas we spend time with people who don’t believe
in the Christ of Christmas. They might be family members, coworkers, or friends. They might accompany a spouse to your
Sunday school class each week. They might be the neighbor or
friends you exchange greetings with. They probably know what you
believe about Christmas. There is a good chance they wish they
believed it too. Will you introduce them to the baby in the manger?
When God saved your soul, he made you his disciple. We are
like the shepherds, the Magi, and Simeon. We can announce the
Messiah’s birth. But Paul’s example is key. Saul, the “blameless”
righteous Pharisee, didn’t proclaim Christ. Paul, the humbled
dedicated Christian, took the Christmas message to everyone,
regardless of race, class, or religious preference. Paul
proclaimed the birth of Christ and introduced people to Jesus.
We are unlikely messengers of the Christmas story. What a
privilege to be in that crowd of believers!
Lord, we humble ourselves so that we can lift you up. Thank you for calling
us to be your messengers. We are honored to make the introductions.
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Day 14

A Christmas with
Eternal Value
“But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed,
I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things
and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that
depends on faith--”
-Philippians 3:7-9
Paul had his whole life planned. He was going to be the finest
Pharisee he could be. Joseph had plans for his life as well. He
and Mary would wed and raise their family. He would be a
carpenter and work to care for them. Then God redirected their
plans with his.
Joseph planned to “quietly divorce” Mary when he found out
she was pregnant. Paul sought permission to go to other cities to
search for the Christian infidels. Joseph encountered an angel in
his dream. Paul was blinded on the road to Damascus. God made
certain the men knew his plan so they could choose to walk it.
The Christmas calendar is full of our plans. We want to attend
parties, travel to see family, shop for the needed gifts, and enjoy the
holiday festivities. But there is one plan that should always be most
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important. Joseph, Mary, the shepherds, the Magi, and even Saul
of Tarsus understood. God’s plan always needs to trump our own.
Paul wrote, “I count everything as loss compared to the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” In the midst of this
holiday season, it is good to stop and remember that the baby in
the manger is our Lord and King. Nothing matters more than
knowing Jesus as Lord.
Mary needed to care for her newborn baby. Joseph needed to
care for his family. The daily needs must have overshadowed the
bigger picture at times. Their baby was a miracle who would be
their Messiah. The daily tasks were never more important than
God’s plan for their child.
Paul wrote that, compared to knowing Jesus as Lord, everything
else was “rubbish.” As we look at our schedules, where are the
opportunities for Jesus to be Lord and King of your life? What do
you have planned that will cause you to know Jesus? Which of your
plans will provide an opportunity for others to know Jesus through
you? None of our Christmas plans surpass his.
This Christmas will have eternal value if we see Mary, Joseph, the
shepherds, the Magi, and Paul as our examples. They allowed
Jesus to be Lord. They each exchanged their plans for his.
Our highest and holiest accomplishments will be the result of
making that same choice.
Lord, may we submit our plans to yours. We want to know you—not just
as the babe in the manger, but as our Lord and King.
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Day 15

A Deep Understanding
of Christmas
“That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I
may attain the resurrection from the dead.”
-Philippians 3:10–11
The deepest understanding we can have for Christmas is to view
the events of the Nativity through the light of Easter. Christmas
isn’t simply about the birth of a holy baby; it is about the birth of
a Savior. He was born to grow, live, teach, heal, suffer, die, and
rise again. Christmas is the way the story begins, but the story isn’t
finished; the story is still unfolding.
How gracious of God to reveal his plan one chapter at a time.
Mary couldn’t have survived otherwise. She couldn’t have given her
heart away if she had felt the need to protect it. Joseph wouldn’t
have loved Jesus in the same way if he had known the pain this
child would bring to his wife and family. Both Mary and Joseph
might have allowed their love for Jesus to hinder him from his
purpose. So, God told them everything they needed to know, but
withheld his full plan.
Every Christmas is unique. I cherish the ornaments on our tree that
say, “Our first Christmas together” and “Baby’s first Christmas.”
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In fact, we have a tree covered with ornaments that tell the history
of our family and all the places we have traveled. Every Christmas
a few new ornaments are added to those representing previous
memories. Last Christmas we added the two that represented our
grandsons’ births.
Christmas memories progress one chapter at a time. That is how
God has chosen to work because that is what is best for our lives. If
we knew his full plan, we would undoubtedly try to change some
things. But only God’s plan is perfect.
The deeper understanding of Christmas is to see God’s plan for
Bethlehem and Calvary at the same time. The manger could
have been carved with the picture of a cross and an empty
tomb. Thankfully, Mary and Joseph didn’t need to see those
pictures, but we do.
Paul understood and said, “I want to know Jesus and the power
of his resurrection.” Paul was willing to share Christ’s suffering
because he knew he would also share Christ’s resurrection. Are you
willing to experience your Christmas with an Easter perspective?
Jesus was born to die. Christmas is the first chapter of an eternal
story. Only those who celebrate Easter can truly understand the
deeper meaning of Christmas.
Thank you Lord for sending us a Savior. May we never leave Jesus in the
manger, to simply enjoy for a holiday. May we rejoice over his birth, but
seek the power of his resurrection. And may we live for his glory until the
last chapter of our lives is revealed.
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Day 16

The Christmas Prize
“Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I
do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
-Philippians 3:12–14
Christmas is a week away. I hope your holiday season has
been filled with special moments. But it’s never really a perfect
celebration. Some of the best holiday memories will be the
funny “oops” moments or the ability to look back on things that
seemed to matter, but, in hindsight, really didn’t. Sometimes our
expectations of the holiday are wrong. None of us is perfect so
none of us will have a perfect Christmas. But we tend to work
toward that goal anyway.
This is the week for procrastinators! The coupons are frequent, the
sales are abundant, and the options are limited. Almost everyone
has a little shopping, wrapping, planning, cooking, or packing left
to do. There is still time. The goal is next Monday, so “press on.”
The key to joy this season is in Paul’s words about the prize.
Paul defined it as: “the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” It
is easy to focus on all the “stuff” of Christmas rather than the
calling of Christmas. The manger calls us for the same reason it
called the shepherds and the Magi. We need to worship Jesus as
our Lord and Messiah.
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We have an “upward” call from God, and this is a good week
to make certain we are hearing his voice lead instead of the less
important voices around us. God wants Christmas to be about
worshiping a Savior, but we often make it about other things.
Most of the imperfections of Christmas begin with wrong
expectations for Christmas.
Paul said, look upward and set your goals a lot higher. The only
perfect Christmas holidays will be the celebrations we have with
Jesus in heaven. If you are grieving for or missing a loved one this
Christmas, you can rejoice with them if you look upward. Eternity
is perfection; every other Christmas season on earth is simply a
stepping stone on the journey.
Is there something you need to forget about in order to enjoy
Christmas? Paul would suggest you “strain forward to what lies
ahead” rather than worry about what happened in the past. We
have an upward call for our lives, and we should apply that upward
call to our Christmas.
But Paul told the “brothers” that he wasn’t there yet. On earth,
we simply strain for what lies ahead. Perfection isn’t possible in
an imperfect world. People get sick, planes get delayed, meals
get burnt, and gifts don’t always work like they were intended.
Christmas celebrations have some flaws. Forget about those things,
and focus on the matters that matter most.
The perfection of heaven is our goal . . . and praise God, it is also
our promise for this Christmas and all that lie ahead.
May your Presence be our holiday’s perfection and our prize.
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Day 17

Christmas Maturity
“Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you
think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to
what we have attained.”
-Philippians 3:15–16
We like to think of our investments as “maturing.” A fine wine is
considered better with age. But our culture often defines “mature” as
an appropriate way to refer to the elderly. People don’t always embrace
the label “mature,” but Paul intended the word as a compliment.
When the apostle said, “Let those of us who are mature think this
way,” he was referring to people who had an eternal perspective
on the things in this world. It is a good thing to be mature when
speaking about matters of faith.
Spiritual maturity has little to do with age and much to do with
effort and experience. Earlier in his letter to the Philippians Paul
stressed that we need to work out our salvation (2:12). In other
words, we mature as Spirit-led Christians until one day we reach
full maturity in heaven.
I used to be concerned about the elderly in our church whom
I feared would be alone for Christmas. But for some, alone for
Christmas meant alone with God. Their ability to enjoy the
children’s faces in the choirs, friends’ faces in Sunday school, and the
familiar Christmas hymns in worship provided them joy during the
Christmas season. Maturity doesn’t mean having all the trappings
of Christmas; it means having the peaceful joy of Christmas.
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If your Christmas revolves around things that Jesus and Paul would
say are not important, “God will reveal that also to you.” Life has a
way of maturing our minds as well as our bodies.
After the visits of the shepherds and the Magi, Mary “pondered”
or “treasured” those memories in her heart. As an elderly, mature
woman looking back on her life, what were her treasured memories
of that first Christmas? The things that matter most, matter
eternally. Paul would say, “hold true to those things.”
Each Christmas we can grow wiser and closer to God if we
will hold true to the knowledge and wisdom we have attained.
Looking back, we can make a long list of things that mattered in
the moment, but in hindsight, didn’t matter much at all. We can
also make a long list of the things that didn’t seem to matter, but
in hindsight, meant a great deal. Maturity is holding on to the
spiritual lessons we have learned. Another word for that kind of
maturity is sanctification.
How might God want to sanctify you this Christmas? There are
memories to be made that will be treasured forever. God wants you
to find that treasure this Christmas. If you can imagine the things
that will matter to you at the end of your life, you can know what
truly matters today. “Let those of us who are mature, think this way.”
Lord, open our eyes so we can grow spiritually this Christmas. If it
matters to you, it matters.
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Day 18

A Christmas Example
Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk
according to the example you have in us. For many, of whom I have often
told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of
Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in
their shame, with minds set on earthly things.
-Philippians 3:17–19
Paul spoke about the enemies of the cross of Christ, but there were
also enemies of the manger. Herod worked hard to convince the
Magi to return with information about the “new King.” When
they chose to take another path home, Herod declared that all the
Hebrew boys under the age of two should be killed. Herod cared
about guarding his earthly position and didn’t want to share his
title or position of authority with anyone.
The Magi were Persian royalty. They may have been priests or
kings. They gave up a great deal to travel to Bethlehem. When they
found Jesus, they worshiped him as their King and presented him
with valuable gifts. They wanted to share their best with Jesus.
Paul told the Philippian church to keep their eyes on the right
examples. Some imitated the apostles teaching; some did not. The
Christmas story offers similar examples. King Herod was selfserving and evil, while the Magi were devout and sacrificial.
We have an example to set this Christmas as well. We can make the
holiday about what we want, or about what serves others. We can
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set an example to the world about the true message of Christmas.
The key is to keep our eyes focused on the right examples and
follow their lead.
Some family members are cherished by just about everyone. Why
are they beloved? How have they lived life, and how have they
loved the Lord and others? We can follow their example.
Some people bring joy into the room when they arrive. What
inspires their attitude? What do they say about the Christian life,
simply by the character with which they live their lives? How can
we follow their example?
What kind of person do you want to be in your family? What kind
of friend do you want to be to others this Christmas? How can we
be an example for others?
This Christmas, let’s follow the spiritual example of the people we
honor. Then one day, we can be an example to someone else.
Lord, when people see the example we choose to be, may they catch a
glimpse of you.
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Day 19

Home for Christmas
“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious
body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself ”
-Philippians 3:20–21
Christmas is just a few days away. Many are packing to travel,
others are getting their homes ready to receive company, and still
others are looking towards a quiet, more solitary holiday. Marjorie
Holmes wrote, “At Christmas, all roads lead home.” For the
Christian, that is pure truth. With each passing Christmas, we are a
little closer to home.
When Mary and Joseph left Nazareth, to go to Bethlehem, they
had no idea it would be a long time before they would be able to
return home. It would have been difficult for Mary to watch Jesus sit
up for the first time, learn to crawl, and take his first steps while she
was still far from home. She and Joseph would have experienced their
first Jewish holidays separated from parents and siblings.
“Home” can mean a lot of things to people today. But home can
always mean joy, hope, and family to a Christian. Paul wrote, “Our
citizenship is in heaven.” Jesus spoke about returning to heaven
to build us a “home.” “Brothers and sisters” has a much broader
meaning with an eternal point of view. All Christians have a
heavenly Father who adores them.
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Home is an important word on earth, and the Lord chose that
word to describe our sense of belonging in heaven. Some of the
best moments of Christmas are when we wrap our arms around
those we love. We all want to feel like we are home for Christmas;
one day that will be completely true.
The word home is supposed to mean unconditional love, a sense of
being safe and cherished, and a place where you know you belong.
It is a blessing if that is what your earthly home means to you.
There is never perfection in our earthly homes, but hopefully yours
comes close. Whatever home means to you this Christmas, Paul
would want you to be sure to consider your eternal home as well.
Your “citizenship is in heaven.” Heaven is where you truly belong.
As a newlywed, I traveled to my husband’s home for Christmas. It
was a wonderful time and I was welcomed with open arms. But I
remember that it didn’t feel exactly like home. Now, I look forward
to being with family each Christmas. But with all that I cherish
about my home on earth, it isn’t the place where I completely
belong. One day, I will celebrate Christmas in the presence of
Christ. Until then, I’m just traveling home.
Lord, we pray for traveling mercies as we head home for Christmas.
Thank you for all the preparations, and your detailed directions. We
look forward to seeing you, face to face.

41

Day 20

Christmas Unity
“Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche
to agree in the Lord. Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women,
who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement
and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.”
-Philippians 4:1–3
Maybe there has been a new addition to your family this
Christmas, but I doubt her parents named her Euodia or Syntyche.
Philippians describes them as good women who had labored by Paul’s
side, but they were having a hard time getting along when Paul wrote
his letter. Chances are, somewhere in your Christmas celebration, you
have a Euodia or Syntyche in the house.
The biblical Christmas story doesn’t have that message, but maybe
it could. I wonder if there was a shepherd or two who argued
that the flocks shouldn’t be left alone to go find a baby. I wonder
if the cries of a newborn baby kept someone awake that night in
Bethlehem. I wonder if the people crammed into that inn were
getting along. My guess is the Magi even had a disagreement or
two while they were following the star.
Our Christmas celebrations are planned to be warm, joyous
celebrations of faith and family but there is usually a Euodia or
Syntyche around somewhere. Paul described them as “fellow
workers” and their names were written in “the book of life” but
they needed some help getting along. Paul told the brothers to
“stand firm” in the faith and help those women do the same.
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Paul had already provided the solution for unity in his letter. He
wrote, “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count
others more significant than yourselves” (Philippians 2:3). This
might be a good time in the Christmas season to revisit that verse.
Whom do you need to pray about this Christmas, so that you can
help provide a spirit of unity to the holiday? It’s okay to name
the name, and pray specifically. God already knows and loves the
Euodias and Syntyches, and we can too. The most perfect gift you
might give your family this year is the gift of unity. Christmas may
be a more enjoyable, more blessed holiday because you bring that
Christian spirit to the family celebration.
Paul wrote another letter from his Roman prison, to the church
in Colossae. He was encouraging them to be unified when he said,
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him”
(Colossians 3:17). I imagine if everyone was celebrating Jesus’
birthday and praising God for the gift of Christmas, even the
Euodias and Syntyches would be on their best behavior. The
gift of unity is the perfect thing we can bring to everyone on our
list, “E” and “S” included.
Lord, may the joy and unity of this Christmas holiday be found in our
words, our attitudes, and our love. (But when an “E” or “S” arrives,
would you please do the talking for us?)
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Day 21

Christmas Peace
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
-Philippians 4:4–7
Isaiah described the coming Messiah as a “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah
9:6). Later the Messiah would tell his disciples, “Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you” (John 14:27). Today, rejoice,
pray, and praise the Creator God for Christmas—and the peace
of God can be yours.
God’s peace surpasses all understanding. Mary had great peace
even though she had conceived a son as a virgin. Joseph had
peace because he was honoring God and Mary with his choice
to stay. God’s peace is not dependent on circumstance; it
surpasses human understanding.
There is nothing you can do today to cause or create the peace
Paul was speaking of. He was writing from a Roman prison, telling
people to “rejoice.” Paul’s circumstances didn’t give him peace;
Paul’s God supplied that gift. He is your God as well.
You can stand in long lines today and have his peace. You can
complete a long list of errands or tasks with his peace. You can
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sit quietly in your home with his peace. You can be surrounded
by Christmas chaos and still have the peace of Christ guard your
hearts and minds.
Roy Smith wrote, “He who has not Christmas in his heart, will
never find it under a tree.” The truest experience of Christmas is
the quiet peace of Bethlehem. The God of the universe stepped onto
the planet while the rest of the world was asleep. Jesus was and is the
Prince of Peace. He wants to be your source of peace today.
On this Saturday before Christmas hear Paul tell you, “The Lord
is at hand; do not be anxious about anything.” Paul wrote those
words while wearing chains. He had been the grateful recipient of
the peace of Christ.
Hopefully, you can find a quiet spot and talk to Jesus today. Let
your requests be known to God. He wants you to ask. Center your
heart and mind in the reality of Bethlehem. God loved you so
much, he gave you Jesus. Christmas peace is the gift God would
most love to fill your life with today. It will be the same peace Mary
felt as she held her newborn son. It will be the same peace that
filled Paul as he lived in chains. Ask for the peace that surpasses
all understanding and can keep your heart, mind, and Christmas
centered in all that is holy. Whatever you have planned today, take
time to pray and rejoice. Then, proceed in his peace.
We praise you Lord for the gift of Christmas. May the Prince of Peace
rule our hearts today.
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Day 22

Pure Christmas
Excellence
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there
is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
-Philippians 4:8–9
Today is a day of celebration as we gather with family and friends
to worship. Before you attend the Christmas Eve service, prepare
your mind to encounter Jesus and hear him speak a Christmas
message into your life. Paul tells us how:
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•

Think about what is true. There is a lot of talk about Santa,
even in church. But Christmas is about the true story of Jesus
coming to earth as an infant king.

•

Think about what is honorable. Think about the shepherds and
the Magi on bended knee, honoring the babe in the manger.
Then join them in their awe and wonder as they worship Jesus.

•

Think about what is just. Don’t keep what God encourages you
to give away. Live with God’s standards for Christmas worship
and give him the honor and glory that is due him.

•

Think about the pure meaning of Christmas. Focus on the
simple purity of the baby in Mary’s arms and know that Jesus
never lost that important quality in his life.

•

Think about what is lovely. Look at the faces of those who
truly worship God. In those faces, you glimpse the joy and
pleasure of God.

•

Think about what is commendable. Will your worship, praise,
and devotion allow God to respond with his abundant blessing
on your life? God doesn’t respond to words and actions; he
blesses their motivation.

•

Think about what is excellent. There are a lot of “good” things
you can do today in worship. Choose to do those things that are
excellent instead.

•

Think about all that is worthy of praise. What will you do this
day that God is able to bless? Practice those things.

Worship the God of peace, the Christ of Christmas, and he will
fill your hearts and minds with his presence. Let your worship
be excellent, because your thoughts were lifted high to join with
God’s. “Where two or three are gathered,” Jesus is there as well.
Seek his very presence with you as you worship. Be filled with
his Holy Spirit. Allow other thoughts to fade as you step into a
cave in Bethlehem. Kneel before Jesus with the shepherds, and
worship the newborn King.
Lord, may our thoughts please you as we worship you today. Thank you
for Christmas. Thank you for Christ.
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Day 23

The Secret Gift of
Christmas
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your
concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no
opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in
whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and
I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things
through him who strengthens me.
-Philippians 4:10–13
Throughout the world, people will join you to celebrate Christmas.
Different countries have different traditions but all Christians
have the same Savior. What is the secret to having a true and holy
Christmas? Paul knew.
He had learned, “In whatever situation to be content.” Every
Christmas is a little different than the one before. Some holidays
require physical strength and others might require emotional
strength. Most holidays require both, and God wants to provide
you the ability to do “all things” through him.
The secret to Christmas is celebrating the day in his presence, filled
with his strength. He will change your smile, your words, and your
sense of joy and peace. His Spirit will produce your joy, your love,
and your service. Enjoy seeing him in the excited faces of the kids.
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Enjoy seeing him in the love of a spouse. Enjoy seeing him in the
joy of others. And allow others to see Jesus in you.
It’s Christmas Day. May your home be filled with the angelic
presence that filled the skies above the shepherds. May your face
reflect the same joy and wonder that Mary and Joseph felt. May
your gifts bless and help those to whom you give them.
Let’s share Paul’s secret with those around us. Whatever this day
holds, we can be content with the knowledge that Jesus was born
to bring us the gift of eternal life. We can be content in every
circumstance and every holiday knowing we have the promise of a
perfect home in glory.
You can do all things today with strength and contentment because
that is God’s perfect Christmas gift to you, for this wonderful and
blessed Christmas day.
Lord, we rejoice in you and your many blessings. May your perfect love
be our favorite gift, and the secret we freely share with others.
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Merry Christmas from all of us at
Denison Forum. It is our privilege to share
our ministry with you at Christmas and
throughout the year.
We wish you a joy-filled Christmas day and
a blessed and holy New Year.
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