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I had already written today's essay when the thought gripped me: If God
could write a letter to our grieving nation, what might he say? I feel
compelled to answer that question this morning. I believe his letter could
read as follows:

CREDIT: AIR VIA FOTOLIA

"I love you. I formed your continent in my heart long before I fashioned it
from the seas. Its majestic peaks and fertile plains were painted by my Spirit
on the canvas of its vast beauty. I have given you resources unsurpassed by
any other nation. Then I called Pilgrims and Puritans to your shores,
courageous pioneers who would bring my word to your great continent. I
sparked a hunger for liberty that led farmers and merchants to risk their
lives in its pursuit. When they declared that 'all men are created equal,' they
spoke truth I inspired in their souls.

"Your nation prospered as no other nation in history. Out of immigrants the world over you became a single people from sea to sea. In time you
built the strongest economy and greatest military in human history. You made In God We Trust your national motto and pledge allegiance to 'one
nation under God.'
"Yet your people are hurting today. Your economy is weaker than at any time since the Great Depression, while natural disasters are costing you
more than ever before in your history. On this day after 9/11, you continue the longest war you have ever fought against an enemy who will stop at
nothing to kill your citizens and impose their ideology on your people.
"I grieve with you this morning. I wept yesterday with every family member who lost someone they loved on 9/11. I feel your fear for your safety
today, as you worry over the next attack, the next economic setback, the next calamity.
"I want to bless you today. I have a plan to prosper you and not to harm you, to give you hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). But I can give only
what you are willing to receive. I will guide you, but you must follow me. I will help you, but you must trust me.
"What am I waiting for you to do?
"My commandments for living are clear. Since most of you do not know them, I will give them to you again. One: have no other gods before me
(Exodus 20:3). Do you worship and serve foreign gods today? Two: make nothing that you worship (vs. 4-6). Do you place a higher priority on your
possessions than your God?
"Three: do not misuse my name (v. 7). How often do your movies, television shows, and music mock me? Four: keep the Sabbath holy (vs. 8-11).
When last did you set aside a day for worship and rest? Five: honor your father and mother (v. 12). Do your people respect or ignore their elders?
"Six: do not murder (v. 13). Twice as many crimes are committed in America as any other nation. Seven: you shall not commit adultery (v. 14).
Pornography makes more money in America than Apple, Microsoft, eBay, Amazon, Yahoo, Google, and Netflix—combined. Eight: you shall not
steal (v. 15). Identity theft alone costs Americans $47 billion a year.
"Nine: you shall not lie (v. 16). Your culture has taught you that all 'truth' is personal and subjective. As a result, surveys indicate that 93% of you lie
regularly. Ten: you shall not covet (v. 17). You have made consumerism the basis of your economy, and will not be content with what you have.
"I long to be gracious to you and rise to show you compassion (Isaiah 30:18). My Son died for your sins. I will forgive all you confess and stand ready
to send a great spiritual movement to your people. I long for you to humble yourselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from your wicked ways. If you
do, I will hear from heaven, forgive your sin, and heal your land (2 Chronicles 7:14).
"It's not too late. I am waiting for you. Will you turn to me?"

Should Christians vote for a Mormon?
Wednesday, 28 December 2011
Written by Jim Denison
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Time magazine says the #1 religion story of the year is the rise of Mormonism. Two
Mormons are running for president; Glenn Beck's commitment to the Mormon
church made headlines; The Book of Mormon was a hit musical on Broadway.
As we continue our series on my top 5 faith and culture stories of 2011, let's ask
today: Is the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints a cult? Can Christians vote
for a Mormon candidate? What does the mainstreaming of Mormonism say about
our culture? The answers to these questions will take more space than my typical
essay--I hope the following information is helpful.
If by "cult" we mean the popular caricature of a manipulative group that practices
mind control and exploits its members, the Mormon church clearly does not
qualify. However, scholars use the word differently. According to Walter Martin's
CREDIT: GAGE SKIDMORE VIA FLICKR
definitive The Rise of the Cults, a "cult" by definition claims a founder other than
Jesus, follows a book other than the Bible, accepts beliefs that are outside orthodox Christianity, and seeks salvation in ways other than by grace through faith.
How do Mormon beliefs stack up against this definition?

There is no question that Mormons claim to be Christians. But what do they believe about God? Their movement was founded 1800 years after Christ by Joseph
Smith (1805-44). He taught that "God was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heaven" (King Follett Discourses). According
to Smith, "The Father had a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's" (Doctrine and Covenants 130:22). His physical intercourse with Mary resulted in the
conception of the physical Christ (Journal of Discourses 1:51; 4:218).
Do Mormons follow a book other than the Bible? In addition to Scripture, they consider the Book of Mormon to be "another testament of Jesus Christ" revealed
by Jesus to descendants of Israel living in early America. They also follow Doctrine and Covenants and Pearl of Great Price, compendiums of theology and
prescribed practices.
Do they accept beliefs outside orthodox Christianity? Smith taught plural marriage as a "new and everlasting covenant" (Doctrine and Covenants 132:1, 4),
though the church repudiated polygamy in 1890. They baptize for the dead, believing that this action can speed the progress of the deceased in the afterlife.
Do they seek salvation in ways other than by grace through faith? Mormons believe that baptism purges their Gentile blood and replaces it with the blood of
Abraham through the Holy Spirit. In this way they become the actual offspring of Abraham (History of the Church 3:380). They believe in three levels of glory:
the telestial kingdom (for those who have no testimony of Christ); the terrestrial kingdom (for those who fail the requirements of exaltation); and the celestial
kingdom (reserved for members of the Mormon church who will become "gods"; Doctrine and Covenants 132:20).
Are Mormons Christians? That depends on the degree to which they accept the non-biblical teachings of their faith regarding God and salvation. I have known
Mormons who assured me that they have asked the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive their sins and become their personal Savior and Lord. Many Mormons I have met
do not know the doctrines of their church I have discussed today. However, I have also met Mormons who believe that their progress toward the celestial
kingdom depends not on Jesus' sacrifice but on their missionary work and other church activities.
Should the Mormon beliefs of Mitt Romney and Jon Huntsman influence Christians as they decide which presidential candidate to support? Our decision should
be informed by our answers to two questions. First, to what extent do Romney and Huntsman accept the non-Christian elements of their faith? Second, to what
degree would decisions made by the president be impacted by uniquely Mormon beliefs?
What does the mainstreaming of Mormonism say about America? "Pluralism" is the belief that many religions lead to God. According to a recent survey,
two-thirds of evangelicals under the age of 35 believe non-Christians can go to heaven, even though Jesus clearly said, "No one comes to the Father except
through me" (John 14:6).
I predict that we'll see an escalation of pluralism in the new year as our culture's rejection of absolutes becomes even more pervasive. But just as all roads don't
lead to Dallas, all roads don't lead to heaven. Are you on the right one? Are you praying for someone who isn't?

The most dangerous belief in America today
Thursday, 03 November 2011
Written by Jim Denison
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On Tuesday, the House of Representatives voted on a resolution "reaffirming 'In
God We Trust' as the official motto of the United States." Yesterday, President
Obama responded, "I trust in God, but God wants to see us help ourselves by
putting people back to work." White House Press Secretary Jay Carney amplified
the president's remarks later in the day: "I believe that phrase in the Bible is 'the
Lord helps those who help themselves.'"

When I read Mr. Carney's remarks, I debated whether or not to respond to them
this morning. I have always tried to avoid statements in these essays that could be
construed as support for a political candidate or party. I would make the following
comment whether Mr. Carney worked for a Democrat or a Republican.
Here's my assertion: "God helps those who help themselves" is the most dangerous belief in America today.
CREDIT: BILLY HATHORN VIA WIKIPEDIA

Mr. Carney is unfortunately in the majority: 75% of us believe the statement is in
the Bible; 68% of those who profess to be born-again Christians agree. However, the pronouncement was actually originated by Algernon Sydney in 1698; it
made its way into Ben Franklin's Poor Richard's Almanac in 1757 and then into the nation's psyche.
It is the quintessential declaration of America's self-help religion. We are a self-made nation, created by hardworking, courageous pioneers who risked and
sacrificed their lives to build and defend our country. We believe we can do anything if we get up earlier, stay up later, work longer and try harder. We baptize our
self-reliance in the belief that the more we do, the more God will bless us.
What does the Bible actually say? "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). How does he view our self-sufficient works? "All our
righteous acts are like filthy rags" (Isaiah 64:6). How can we be saved from our sins? "While we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly" (Romans 5:6).
Now, "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (Romans 10:13). When we need his help, how does God respond? "You have been a refuge for
the poor, a refuge for the needy in his distress" (Isaiah 25:4).
Why is Ben Franklin's statement so dangerous? Because self-reliance is spiritual suicide. We desperately need God's guidance and help in dealing with the
seemingly insurmountable challenges our nation faces today. But like the father waiting for his prodigal son to return home, he cannot help us unless we admit
we need his help. The first step to national renewal is clear: "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves..." (2 Chronicles 7:14).
Would you join me in praying for a spirit of humility and repentance to sweep our nation? Can it begin with you?
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Josh Hamilton's relapse
Friday, 03 February 2012
Written by Jim Denison

Texas Rangers outfielder Josh Hamilton was seen drinking in a Dallas area bar
Monday evening, according to reports dominating the local news this morning.
Teammate Ian Kinsler came to the pub to persuade Hamilton to return to his home.
The Rangers said they are aware of a "situation," but have not commented further.
This was Hamilton's second alcohol-related relapse in three years.
Drug and alcohol abuse led to his suspension by baseball for the 2003-05 seasons.
Hamilton has credited his conversion to Christianity as the reason for his sobriety
and resulting success on the field. He is a four-time All Star and was voted the
American League's Most Valuable Player in 2010.

Skeptics will undoubtedly cite Hamilton's recent relapse as evidence that faith is
inadequate or irrelevant to life's greatest challenges. Here's my question: where
would he be without his relationship with Jesus? According to Hamilton, he'd not
only be out of baseball--he might be dead. After he relapsed in 2009, he formed
an accountability team that became a model for other athletes. Now God wants to
redeem this week's setback for good as well.
What can we learn from Hamilton's relapse?
CREDIT: KEITH ALLISON VIA FLICKR

Lesson #1: any of us can fall. Hebrews 12 speaks of "the sin that so easily entangles" (v. 1)--Puritans called this our "besetting sin." Most of us struggle with a
particular temptation that is more difficult for us to resist than other sins. Yours may not be mine, but mine may not be yours. I am not tempted by alcohol, but
Josh Hamilton is likely not susceptible to some of the temptations I face.
Lesson #2: we must remain vigilant. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus urged his disciples to "watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation"
(Matthew 26:41). His command could be paraphrased, "Continually stay alert to temptation and pray the moment it appears lest you fall into it."
Satan knows and employs those temptations we cannot defeat in our strength, so the moment you face his attack, admit that you need your Father's help.
Erasmus, the 16th century scholar, encouraged us to develop the habit of turning every temptation into prayer. Nothing vexes the enemy more, he said, than
when his evil strategies are used for good.
Lesson #3: we should pray for Josh Hamilton. Oswald Chambers was right: "Discernment is God's call to intercession, never to fault finding." I'm praying for the
Hamilton family this morning, asking God to redeem this setback for his glory and their good. And I will "watch and pray" today, lest I fall into my besetting sins
as well.
Will you join me?

Are American Muslims a threat to us?
Thursday, 08 September 2011
Written by Jim Denison
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As the tenth anniversary of 9/11 draws near, more and more people are asking if
American Muslims are a threat to our nation. According to a new study, 30% of
Americans believe that Muslims in our country ultimately want to establish Shari'a
(Islamic holy law) as the law of the land. The number agreeing with this statement
has grown by a third over the last eight months. And we are evenly divided over
whether the values of Islam are at odds with American values and our way of life
(47% agree; 48% disagree, including nearly 60% of white evangelical Protestants).
Since the release of my latest book, Radical Islam: What You Need to Know, I have
been interviewed by 17 radio stations on the subject. Every one, without fail, has
asked me if the 9/11 terrorists were following the true tenets of Islam.

The answer is not as simple as their question. The Qur'an was given to Muhammad
in three phases. The first chapters were received while he was living in his
hometown of Mecca (A.D. 610-22). They are conciliatory in nature, containing these instructions: "Let there be no compulsion in religion" (2:256); "To you be
your Way, and to me mine" (109:6). The second phase occurred when Muhammad established the first Islamic community in Medina (A.D. 622), and encourages
Muslims to defend themselves with statements such as, "Fight in the cause of God those who fight you, but do not transgress limits; for God loveth not transgressors" (2:190).
CREDIT: DANE HILLIARD VIA FLICKR

Unfortunately, a third section of the Qur'an was written before Muhammad's death. Here he encouraged his people to initiate aggression against non-Muslims
with statements such as, "Fight and slay the pagans wherever ye find them. . . . Fight those who believe not in God" (9:5, 29).
Here's the intellectual argument raging in Islam: should Muslims interpret the earlier sections in light of later chapters, or should they view later teachings in light
of the earlier chapters? I have talked with Muslim imams who are convinced that the third section was intended for Muhammad's day, as Islam was establishing
itself, and that it must be understood through the prism of teachings that urge moderation and tolerance. I have also talked with Muslims who argue just the
opposite.
However we view Islam's intentions for America, we can be clear about our Father's intentions for Muslims. He "wants all men to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4). Every Muslim deserves to see God's love in ours. Have you prayed for Muslims in America to come to Christ as their
Lord? Have you asked the Father to use your witness as an answer to that prayer?
One of the ways God is redeeming 9/11 is by mobilizing his people to pray for Muslims the world over to know Christ. More are responding to the gospel than
ever before in history, many through visions and dreams of Jesus. As we pray, the Spirit works.
Is he waiting on you this morning?

Jeremy Lin is the new Tim Tebow
Wednesday, 15 February 2012
Written by Jim Denison
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"Linsanity" is sweeping the nation. Jeremy Lin is the point guard for the New York
Knicks of the National Basketball Association. He has skyrocketed from obscurity to
stardom, leading his team to six straight victories. Last night he scored the final six
points of the game, making the winning three-point shot with half a second to
play. He finished with 27 points and 11 assists, his sixth consecutive game with at
least 20 points. He scored 38 in a recent victory over the Los Angeles Lakers.
Lin's parents emigrated from Taiwan to the United States in the mid-1970s. Both
are 5 feet 6 inches tall. Lin somehow grew to 6 feet 3 inches tall and found
basketball. He was named player of the year in California as a senior. He also
graduated with a 4.2 average.

He received no scholarship offers, so he chose to attend Harvard University. There
he made the All-Ivy League First Team twice and graduated with a degree in
CREDIT: YU-WEN CHENG VIA VOICE OF AMERICA
economics. No NBA team drafted him. He was signed as a free agent and then
released by two teams before signing with the Knicks. There he rode the bench and was so unknown that stadium security guards mistook him for a team
trainer.
The team was about to release him, but put him in a game after injuries to other players. He promptly scored 25 points in leading his team to victory and has
been in the starting lineup ever since. As one of the very few Asian-Americans to reach the NBA, he will have millions following his story. College campuses are
buzzing with talk of his "Linderella story."
Fans are snapping up his jersey, TV ratings of Knicks games have skyrocketed, and shares of the team reached an all-time high on Monday. Lin's response? "I'm
just thankful to God for everything. Like the Bible says, 'God works in all things for the good of those who love him.'"
He is the son of godly parents who insisted that he attend worship each Sunday morning, even after late games on Saturday night. His Twitter account description is, "to know Him is to want to know Him more." His Facebook page quotes Colossians 3:23, "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for
the Lord, not for men."
Does our culture need more Tim Tebows and Jeremy Lins? You and I may not make sports headlines today, but our character is on display within our own circles
of influence. Jesus said, "While I am in the world, I am the light of the world" (John 9:5). Now that he is in heaven, we are "the light of the world" (Matthew
5:14), called to reflect his light to our dark and fallen culture.
Have you prayed today about your influence? Have you asked the Holy Spirit to empower you as you reflect Jesus to the people you meet? Who will serve the
King of Kings because of you?

Earthquakes, hurricanes, and providence
Thursday, 25 August 2011
Written by Jim Denison
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Is God angry at the East Coast? As you know, a magnitude-5.8 earthquake rocked
the region on Tuesday, sending tremors as far south as North Carolina, as far north
as Buffalo and Boston, and as far west as Detroit. Now the area is preparing for
Hurricane Irene, a storm with the capacity to produce six to ten inches of rain,
lashing the region with damaging wind gusts and heavy surf.
What is going on? Jonathan Turley, a legal scholar at George Washington
University, noted tongue-in-cheek that the earthquake's epicenter was in the
district of Republican Congressman Eric Cantor, who has tried to cut the budget of
the United States Geological Service. With Irene approaching, Turley is worried
since Cantor also defended cuts to the National Weather Service budget.
We could blame a congressman, or we could decide that the region is under divine
judgment. However, such natural disasters are not confined to the East Coast. On
the same day the Virginia earthquake struck, another earthquake, magnitude 5.3,
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caused nine tremors which shook parts of Colorado, New Mexico, Kansas,
Oklahoma, and Texas. There were also earthquakes that day in Guatemala, India, and southern Greece. And Hurricane Irene has already afflicted the Dominican
Republic and the Bahamas.
We might also note that biblical disasters which expressed God's wrath were preceded by prophetic warnings. Noah was a "preacher of righteousness" who
warned the people while building the Ark (2 Peter 2:5). Moses repeatedly admonished Pharaoh to release the Hebrews lest the Egyptians face escalating
plagues from God. Jesus warned the rebellious Jewish people that their temple would be destroyed (Matthew 24:1-2). I am not aware of any prophetic
warnings preceding Tuesday's earthquakes or Irene's approach.
If God did not cause these events, he at least permitted them. For what redemptive purpose? Could he be using them to remind us of our need for his protection
and strength? The world's only superpower is powerless against tremors and storms. For all our military and economic might, we can be paralyzed by a single
natural event we can neither predict nor control.
French bishop and theologian Jacques Benigne Bossuet was right: "The greatest weakness of all is the great fear of appearing weak." By contrast, Jesus taught
us, "Blessed are the poor in spirit" (Matthew 5:3). His phrase is better translated, "Blessed are those who know their need of God" (New English Bible). Paul
heard God say, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12:9). As a result, he learned that "when I am weak,
then I am strong" (v. 10).
How weak are you today?

Tim Tebow and Holiday trees
Friday, 02 December 2011
Written by Jim Denison
Should I wish you a Merry Christmas or Happy Holidays?
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Rhode Island Gov. Lincoln Chafee is in the morning news. He released a statement this week
announcing that he will host "the annual State House holiday tree lighting." When critics
complained about his depiction of Christmas trees, he urged them to volunteer to help Rhode
Island's needy instead.

The Christmas vs. Holidays controversy has reached the status of urban legend. An email making the
rounds again this year criticizes the Obama White House for refusing religious Christmas ornaments
and erecting Holiday trees. The claim has been debunked repeatedly, but its popularity shows the
deep feelings stirred by this issue.

Meanwhile, "Tebow Mania" continues to escalate. Tim Tebow, the son of missionaries, is 5-1 since
becoming the Denver Broncos' starting quarterback. He's playing in Minnesota this weekend, where
his jersey has surged into a top-five seller. He is as known for his faith as for his football. Tebow
kneels on the field, points to heaven after touchdowns, and glorifies God at every opportunity.
Critics such as former Denver quarterback Jake Plummer consider such public demonstrations to be
inappropriate. Kurt Warner, an outstanding quarterback and very devout believer, suggested that
Tebow tone down his comments so he doesn't create barriers to his faith. Some Detroit Lions players
even mocked his on-field prayers when they defeated the Broncos a few weeks ago.
Tebow responded to Plummer: "If you're married and you have a wife, and you really love your wife,
is it good enough to only say to your wife 'I love her' the day you get married? Or should you tell her
every single day when you wake up and every opportunity? That's how I feel about my relationship with Jesus Christ is that it is the most important thing in my
life."
CREDIT: USER CLEMED VIA EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG

What is your opinion on Tebow's faith and Holiday trees? Here's mine: while I understand Warner's concern, I wish we had more Tim Tebows. And I wish more
Americans understood the "reason for the season" this Christmas.
The tradition of lighting trees during December goes back to the Middle Ages and has always been identified specifically with Christmas. To make Christmas
trees into Holiday trees is like making Ramadan into a "month of contemplation" or Hanukkah into a "season for reflection." If more Christians were as committed to professional excellence and personal godliness as Tebow, perhaps the larger culture would see that Christmas is not a holiday but a holy day.
Jesus told us to "let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). People will know that
Jesus was born in Bethlehem when they see that he has been born again in us.

Whitney Houston and the love of God
Monday, 13 February 2012
Written by Jim Denison
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Whitney Houston's death at the age of 48 is making global headlines this morning.
Her debut album in 1985 made her an international star. Many believe her 1992
marriage to Bobby Brown began her downward spiral into cocaine and alcohol
abuse that ravaged her voice and may have contributed to her death. While her
fans grieve her death, her Father is grieving her life as well. He gifted her with one
of the most remarkable voices of our generation. Whatever the cause of her death,
she died too soon.

The tragedy of Whitney Houston is not the only cause for grief in heaven this
morning. At last night's Grammy Awards, singer Nicki Minaj arrived in a red
hooded gown accompanied by a man dressed as the pope. She then performed on
stage as a demon-possessed woman and mocked a Catholic exorcism. I don't think
I've ever seen a more blasphemous performance on television. What would
happen if the Grammys mocked Islam or another religion in the same way?

CREDIT: ASTERIX611 VIA FLICKR

The tragic irony is that both singers have made public their faith. Whitney Houston
began her singing career at New Hope Baptist Church in Newark, New Jersey,
where her mother still directs the choir. She told Ebony magazine in 2009, "I thank
God that people love me. But I (really) thank God that God loves me." And Nicki
Minaj wears a tattoo on her left arm with Chinese characters that translate, "God is
always with you."

As I was preparing to express my frustration this morning, I sensed the Spirit's leading to read Oswald Chambers' essay for the day. What I found brought
conviction to my soul. He explains not only our culture's disconnect between faith and life, but my own weakness in this regard as well: "The destiny of my
spiritual life is such identification with Jesus Christ that I always hear God, and I know that God always hears me. . . . What hinders me from hearing is that I am
taken up with other things. It is not that I will not hear God, but I am not devoted in the right place. I am devoted to things, to service, to convictions, and God
may say what He likes but I do not hear him."
Jesus told us that when the farmer scatters the seed of the gospel, some will fall among the "thorns." This is "the man who hears the word, but the worries of
this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful" (Matthew 13:22). I am as susceptible to this temptation as anyone.
The good news is that our Father forgives all we confess and redeems even our worst failures if we trust them to him. In her 2009 interview, Whitney Houston
said, "I thank Him for chastening my heart, for never letting go." Her most famous song is his word to us: "I will always love you." Do you need that assurance
today?

What if Steve Jobs had never existed?
Thursday, 06 October 2011 06:08
Written by Jim Denison
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"America lost a genius who will be remembered with Edison and Einstein." New
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg's tribute to Steve Jobs is one of hundreds making
global headlines this morning.
As you know, the 56-year-old founder of Apple died last night. President Obama
paid tribute: "Steve was among the greatest of American innovators--brave
enough to think differently, bold enough to believe he could change the world,
and talented enough to do it." Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg thanked Jobs
"for showing that what you build can change the world."

A colleague who worked with him for 17 years picked up that theme: "Try to
imagine today's society if Steve didn't exist." What would be different? Technologists have composed a list of his unique contributions: Making computers
accessible to non-technical people with MacIntosh; reinventing the music industry
with iPod and iTunes; revitalizing animation with Pixar; reinventing the personal
CREDIT: AISLINN DEWEY VIA WIKIPEDIA
communications industry with iPhone; changing the way we consume media with
iPad; changing the way software and hardware are sold; forever altering the language of computer interfaces; and building Apple from nothing into the
second-most valuable company in the world.
If he were responsible only for the MacBook, or the iPod, or iTunes, or the iPhone, or the iPad, his death would be global news. That he led in the creation of all
five justifies the consensus that Steve Jobs was a true genius.
Reading these tributes sparked this question for me: What if I had never existed? How would the world be different? If I died today, what headlines would the
event generate? Have I done anything unique, or significant, or lasting? Have you?
Absolutely. We exist for a reason. God didn't make us because the world needed another human. Our planet is home to 6,966,621,749 people as of this
moment; it didn't need one more. I'm not here because we were running short on Baptist preachers. You and I exist because the Lord of the universe wanted us
to exist. We are his unique creation. We possess gifts and capacities which no other person has been given in precisely the same way. We have a calling and
purpose which no other person can fulfill.
The world may not notice us, but heaven does. In the arena where we live we are surrounded by "a great cloud of witnesses." Now our Father calls us to "run
with perseverance the race marked out for us" as we "fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith" (Hebrews 12:1-2).
The world will miss Steve Jobs. One day it will miss us as well. In the meantime, let's run our race well. On whom are your eyes fixed this morning?
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