Redeeming 9/11:
Building
God's Kingdom

When has an hour changed the world?
We think of Pearl Harbor, which began at 7:55 on the morning of December 7, 1941.
Japanese forces withdrew at 1:30 that afternoon after killing 2,402 Americans. On a
positive note, many will remember July 20, 1969, when Neil Armstrong stepped onto
the surface of the Moon and told the world, "That's one small step for man, one giant
leap for mankind."
Others will cite the atomic bombing of Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, or the assassination of John F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963, or the fall of the Berlin Wall on November 9, 1989. But everyone thinks of 9/11.
That Tuesday morning dawned cloudless over the Manhattan skyline. At 8:45 A.M.,
American Airlines Flight 11 smashed into the North Tower of the World Trade Center.
Seventeen minutes later, United Airlines Flight 175 hit the South Tower. American
Airlines Flight 77 flew into the Pentagon at 9:37 A.M. United Airlines Flight 93 crashed
near Shanksville, Pennsylvania at 10:03 A.M. The attacks cost 2,977 civilians from 90
countries their lives—more than died on Pearl Harbor or D-Day.
Why did God allow the worst terrorist attack in American history?
God redeems all he permits. As we near the tenth anniversary of 9/11, how would the
King of the universe redeem this tragedy? What is God saying to our people? To our
churches? To you?
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Be Discerning
2 Chronicles 7:13-14

The year 958 B.C. may be the high water mark of Jewish history. Solomon, the wisest
man who ever lived (1 Kings 4:31), was the king of Israel. His personal net worth would
exceed $58 billion today. Israel was the superpower of the day, with secure borders
extending from present-day Syria to the Sinai Peninsula and peace with her neighbors.
And he had just constructed the most spectacular worship structure the nation had ever
seen.
Solomon's Temple was built of bronze, cedar, iron, and precious stones, overlaid with
silver and gold. The gold plating of the "most holy place" alone would be worth
$896,940,000 today. His throne was made of ivory, overlaid with gold. Some 180,000
laborers worked to complete the temple.
When it was done, the king ordered that the ark of the covenant be brought to it. When
they placed the ark in the Most Holy Place and withdrew, "the temple of the Lord was
filled with a cloud, and the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud,
for the glory of the Lord filled the temple of God" (2 Chronicles 5:13-14).
Then Solomon led his people in dedicating themselves to the God for whom the temple
was built. When he finished praying, "fire came down from heaven and consumed the
burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple" (2 Chr. 7:1).
The people continued their dedication and celebration for eight days before Solomon
"sent the people to their homes, joyful and glad in heart for the good things the Lord
had done for David and Solomon and for his people Israel" (v. 10).
Has the Lord blessed America as he blessed Israel?
America is the world's only superpower. Our military is the first in history to control
every ocean of the world. Our economy, even in these difficult times, is as large as
Japan, China, Germany, India, and Great Britain combined. More Americans go to
church each week than in any other nation in the Western world.
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What did God say to Israel at the height of her prosperity? What is he saying to our
nation today?
A shocking warning
When Solomon and the people finished dedicating the temple, the Lord appeared to
the king at night and said, "I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for
myself as a temple for sacrifices" (2 Chr. 7:12). This must have been very good newsthe King of the universe would make Solomon's temple his throne on earth.
But God's next word was shocking in the extreme. It began: "When I shut up the
heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a
plague among my people . . . (v. 13). The King warned Solomon that a day would come
when he would send drought against the nation. A farming economy would be
devastated by natural disaster such as drought. He would also send "locusts to devour
the land." Their wealth was measured in crops, not banks. They had no defense against
swarms of locusts, which could devour fields in minutes and destroy their economy
overnight. And he would "send a plague among my people." A bubonic plague had
ravaged Egypt five centuries earlier; other epidemics such as influenza and smallpox
were constant threats in the ancient world.
These warnings must have stunned Solomon and his people. In the midst of their
prosperity and security, they must have assumed that their future was filled with
promise. But God knew that his people would soon violate his commandments by
turning to idolatry and immorality.
Before long, Israel was at war with Edom, their neighbor to the south, and Aram, their
neighbor to the north (vs. 14-25). His son Rehoboam was such a cruel despot that in
922 B.C. the nation split in two, the ten northern tribes making the nation of Israel and
the two southern tribes creating the nation of Judah.
Two centuries later, in 722 B.C., the northern kingdom of Israel was destroyed and
assimilated by the Assyrian empire. They are often called the "ten lost tribes" of Israel.
In 586 B.C., the southern kingdom of Judah fell to Babylon (2 Chron. 36:18-19) and was
enslaved for 70 years.
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In 539 B.C., Cyrus the Great and the Persians conquered Babylon. The next year he
allowed the Jews to return to their homeland, but under Persian rule. Between the Old
and New Testaments, the Greeks conquered the Persians and tried to force the Jews to
worship their pagan gods. The Jewish people revolted and achieved independence in
167 B.C. The Romans conquered Jerusalem and Israel in 63 B.C. In A.D. 70, after three
years of Jewish revolt, the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. Following a
second Jewish revolt in 132-5, the Romans scattered the Jewish people and renamed
the region "Palestine" (the Latin version of "Philistine," the sea people living in Gaza
along the Mediterranean coast).
"Palestine" was ruled in turn by Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Crusaders, Egyptians, Turks,
and the British. On May 14, 1948, the modern state of Israel was born.
The point of this brief survey is simple: for the next 3,000 years after Solomon, the
Jewish people would know only 103 years of autonomy and peace. Because they
turned from making God their King to enthroning themselves through immorality and
idolatry, they suffered the judgment of the only true King.
A relevant warning
Is any of this ancient history relevant to America? Are we facing similar judgment
today?
The Lord warned his people of drought and other natural disasters. Are we facing such
calamity? Consider these facts:
• More than 70 million people died in famines during the 20th century, the
most ever.
• Tsunamis have killed more than 250,000 people in the last 10 years,
including the Japan tsunami of March 11, 2011, the most expensive natural
disaster in history.
• Earthquakes, including the 2010 Haiti disaster, have killed more than
655,000 people in the last decade.
• The drought plaguing Texas and the South is reaching record proportions.
More than two million acres of Texas farmland have been abandoned.
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God warned us that we could face economic judgment as well, as "locusts" devour our
lands. What have we experienced in the last five years?
• The Great Recession cost American households $19.4 trillion. It aﬀected 40%
of American homes with unemployment, negative home equity, or
foreclosure.
• Retirement accounts have lost as much as 35% of their value.
• Unemployment remains at 9.2%; when combined with those who have
stopped seeking work or are working less than they wish
("underemployment"), the number rises to 22%.
• Financial crisis continues to plague Europe, as countries such as Greece,
Portugal, and Spain threaten to bring down their united economy.
And he warned that we could face "plagues" and other diseases. Consider the health
challenges of our day:
• The AIDS epidemic has claimed more than 30 million victims since it began
in 1981.
• The flu kills more than 250,000 people around the world each year.
• Heart disease kills 17 million people a year.
• Cancer causes more than seven million deaths annually.
• One third of the world has been infected with the tuberculosis bacteria; two
million die of the disease each year.
• Malaria aﬄicts 225 million people a year, killing 1.5 million (including
200,000 infants).
• Diabetes aﬄicts 230 million people, killing nearly four million a year.
• More than 33 million people are living with AIDS, which kills two million
a year.
And we are still at war with radical Islam. As we will see on Tuesday, this is the greatest
threat the West has ever faced.
Am I saying that God caused all these disasters? Absolutely not. We are fallen people
living in a fallen world. Much of the suﬀering of our time is the result of our misused
free will and the natural calamities which beset our planet. And we have an enemy as
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well who "prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour" (1 Peter
5:8).
But the King is still on his throne. He must allow all that happens or he is not our
sovereign Lord. Because he is love (1 John 4:8) and holy (Revelation 4:8), he must
redeem for greater good all he allows (Romans 8:28).
A redemptive purpose
What was his purpose in allowing the disasters which would befall Solomon's nation?
The rest of his statement is our answer:
If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and will heal their land (v. 14).
God is calling us to "humble" ourselves, admitting that he is King and we are not. He
wants us to "pray"—the Hebrew word means to pray in the collective, interceding for
our nation and her leaders and people. He calls us to "seek my face"—the Hebrew
means to run hard after an intimate, personal relationship with him as our King and
Lord. When we do, we "turn from our wicked ways" into a holy, transforming, joyful
relationship with him.
Tomorrow we'll begin this journey into Kingdom living and spiritual renewal. For today,
let's decide that we want to. God cannot give us what we will not receive, or lead us if
we will not follow. A surgeon can help only the patient who will allow her to operate. A
pilot can fly us to our destination only if we'll board the plane.
Do you want more of God than you have? Know that all of God there is, is in this
moment. And choose to make him your King today.
Conclusion
Do you believe that America needs a great movement of God's Spirit? Do you believe
that the day is urgent, that the hour is at hand? Then you are precisely where the Fifth
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Great Awakening began. The largest explosion of faith in Christian history is occurring
around the world, right now. Many historians date it to a desperate day in 1958.
The Korean War had come to a truce after four years of fighting, ravaging the Korean
peninsula. David Yonggi Cho was a recent convert to the Christian faith, living in Seoul.
Diagnosed with terminal tuberculosis, he was visited by an unknown Christian girl who
shared Christ with him. He became a Christian, and was healed of his disease. Three
years later, at the age of 22, he was gripped by the conviction that God wanted him to
begin a church in his war-ravaged city.
On May 18, 1958, his mother-in-law, a woman named Jashil Choi, allowed him to meet
in her living room. Mrs. Choi created a pulpit by covering an apple box with a cloth,
then went around the neighborhood announcing the service. However, only six people
came: Pastor Cho, Mrs. Choi, her three children, and an elderly woman who came to
escape the rain.
The small group began praying for their city, meeting each morning at 4 AM. Then they
went into the community to seek others for whom they could pray. A month after they
began, they met a woman who had been paralyzed for seven years since the birth of her
son. After they prayed for her across several days, she was healed. Others heard her
story and came for prayer and worship. The group grew to 50, so a tent was pitched in
front of Mrs. Choi's home to house the congregation.
Today the Yoido Full Gospel Fellowship numbers nearly a million members, the largest
church in Christian history. They still meet to pray every morning at 4 AM, and pray all
night each Friday evening. A hundred years ago there was not a single born-again
Christian in Korea; today, South Korea is one-third to one-half born-again Christian.
Last year they sent more missionaries into the world than America did.
Six people discerned the need of their day and humbled themselves, praying for their
nation, seeking God's face and turning from wicked ways into Kingdom living. And God
is using them to transform our world.
What would he do with us?
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F O R P R AY E R
• Ask the Lord to show you the "drought," "locusts," and "plagues" that are aﬄicting your
nation today.
• Pray for the Spirit to show you any areas of judgment in your personal life.
• Ask God to redeem the challenges of our day by sparking a great spiritual awakening in
our land, beginning with you and your church.

FOR RESPONSE
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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Be Humble
Luke 18:9-14

When our boys were growing up, my wife often encouraged them to "live a life God can
bless." How do we do this? What is the one indispensable characteristic of a life blessed
by God? Let's ask three men, considered by many to be the greatest preachers of the
last two centuries.
Charles Spurgeon produced more written literature than any other person in history. His
sermons fill 63 volumes, equivalent to the Encyclopedia Britannica. His church in
London was the largest independent congregation in the world. He preached to 10
million people in his lifetime. Here is what he said of himself, recorded in the preface to
his collected sermons:
"Recollect who I am, and what I am—a child, having little education, little learning,
ability, or talent . . . Without the Spirit of God I feel I am utterly unable to speak to you.
I have not those gifts and talents which qualify me to speak; I need an afflatus from on
high; otherwise, I stand like other men, and have naught to say. May that be given me,
for without it I am dumb!"
Dwight L. Moody was the son of an alcoholic who died when Moody was four years old.
He completed seven grades of school. He said of himself: "I know that other men can
preach better than I can. All I can say is that when I preach, God uses me." And he
did—more than a million came to Christ through him.
Billy Graham preached to more than 210 million people in more than 185 countriesthe largest number of any speaker in history. He made Gallup's list of "most admired
people" more often than any American in history. Here is what he says of himself:
"I have often said that the first thing I am going to do when I get to Heaven is to ask,
'Why me, Lord? Why did You choose a farmboy from North Carolina to preach to so
many people, to have such a wonderful team of associates, and to have a part in what
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You were doing in the latter half of the twentieth century?' I have thought about that
question a great deal, but I know also that only God knows the answer."
Why did God bless and use them so powerfully? How can we live a life God can bless
today?
What does God require?
In this week of prayer leading to the tenth anniversary of 9/11, we are studying this
text: "When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to
devour the land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2
Chronicles 7:13-14).
Yesterday we saw that our nation is facing drought, locusts and plague—natural,
economic, and personal disasters. But God redeems all that he allows. How would he
redeem what we are facing?
The answer begins with us: "If my people, who are called by my name." To be "called by
my name" is to be "marked or branded as mine." In the Old Testament, this phrase
referred to the children of Israel as well as any who would worship their God (2 Chr.
6:32-33). In the New Testament, God's people include all who make Christ their Lord
(Galatians 3:26-29). A "Christian" is literally a "little Christ" or "Christ imitator.”
Now all who follow him bear his name as his own.
God's first requirement for his people is that they "humble themselves." The Hebrew
word, kana ("kah-naw") means to bend the knee or submit. It is found 18 times in a
military context, as when a person or nation submits to a superior power. The other 18
times it refers to spiritual subjection, submitting to God as King and Lord.
To illustrate the kind of humility God requires of us, Jesus told a shocking story. A
Pharisee and a tax collector both went to the temple to pray (Luke 18:10). We think of
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Pharisees as evil, but they were the spiritual heroes of their day, a kind of Jewish Navy
SEALs. There were never more than 6,000 of them. They were more committed to
Jewish legalism than anyone else on earth.
By contrast, the "tax collector" was the most despised person in Jewish society. He was
a turncoat, taking taxes from his fellow Jews to give to the hated Romans. They
wouldn't let him into the temple, which is why he "stood at a distance" (v. 13). They
wouldn't let him testify in a court of law, for they considered him a liar and thief. In
their culture he was worse than a drug dealer or terrorist.
The Pharisee was proud of himself, that he was not a sinner like other men. He fasted
twice a week, while the Law required fasting only on the Day of Atonement. He did this
on Monday and Thursday, because these were market days and more people would
come into the city and observe him fasting. He gave a tenth of all he had, even the
spices he put on his food. Imagine reserving a tenth of the salt and pepper you put on
your lunch, so you could give it to a church next Sunday. He was proud of who he was
and what he was.
The contrast, the tax collector "would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast
and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner'" (v. 13). To "beat his breast" was a sign of
grief and sorrow, used to express great loss. In the Greek he said, "have mercy on me,
the sinner." Grace is getting what we don't deserve; mercy is not getting what we do
deserve. He prayed that he would not receive the punishment for his sins that he
deserved.
Now comes the shock: "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home
justified before God" (v. 14a)." If you were a Catholic and I told you a story in which God
heard Osama bin Laden but not Pope Benedict or John Paul II, you'd be just as shocked.
If you were a Baptist and I told you that God forgave Saddam Hussein but not Billy
Graham, you'd be astonished. Here is Jesus' reason: "everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted" (v. 14b). "Everyone," with no
exceptions by the Son of God.
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Why is humility essential?
Why? Why is humility so essential to a right relationship with God? Because when we
bow the knee before God as our King and Sovereign, and submit to him as his subject,
only then do we position ourselves to receive all that he wants to give.
Jesus' first sermon was clear and concise: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near"
(Matt. 4:17). He taught us to "seek first his kingdom and his righteousness" (Matt.
6:33). What is this kingdom of God? Jesus defined it when he taught us to pray, "Your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven" (Matt. 6:10). His kingdom
comes wherever and whenever his will is done in our lives.
The "kingdom" is the central theme of Scripture:
• "The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and is
armed with strength. The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved.
Your throne was established long ago; you are from all eternity
(Psalm 93:1-2).
• "The Lord will reign forever and ever" (Exodus 15:18).
• "O Lord, God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God
over all the kingdoms of the earth" (2 Kings 19:15).
• "The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord is enthroned as King
forever" (Psalm 29:10).
• "How awesome is the Lord Most High, the great King over all the earth!"
(Psalm 47:2).
• "Say among the nations, 'The Lord reigns1'" (Ps. 96:10).
• "The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice"
(Psalm 97:1).
• "I am the Lord, your Holy One, Israel's Creator, your King" (Isaiah 43:15).
God is King by virtue of creating his Kingdom. He is King by virtue of ruling it. And he is
King by virtue of the fact that he will return one day to claim it all as his:
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• "The Lord will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one
Lord, and his name the only name" (Zechariah 14:9).
• When Messiah comes, "Of the increase of his government and peace there
will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time
on and forever" (Isaiah 9:7).
• When Jesus returns, "on his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS" (Revelation 19:16).
There is only room for one king on the throne of your heart. If he is king, you are not. If
you are king, he is not. If you are king, the omniscient King of the universe, the God who
sees tomorrow better than you see today, cannot lead you. If you are king, the omnipotent King of the universe, the God who measures the heavens with the palm of his hand,
cannot help you. If you are king, the true King cannot bless you. To live a life God can
bless, make him your King.
How can you make God your King?
When a monarch is crowned king or queen in England, four steps take place. First, the
previous monarch abdicates or dies. In that moment, the next ruler becomes king or
queen. Second, the new sovereign is presented to the people, who acclaim him or her
their ruler. Third, the monarch swears an oath to uphold the law and the Church. Last,
the ruler is anointed with oil, crowned, invested with regalia, and receives the homage
of the realm and its subjects.
It is the same with making God our King. First, the previous king must abdicate the
throne. We choose to die to ourselves and live for him.
Jesus told us, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me" (Luke 9:23). That's why Paul testified, "I have been crucified
with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me" (Gal. 2:20).
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This decision begins with a salvation commitment. We admit to the Lord that we are
sinners, that we have made mistakes and failed his plan for us. We ask him to forgive us
and cleanse us. We die to ourselves, asking him to step into our lives and take control of
us. We give ourselves completely to him as our King and Lord. Do you remember when
you made this commitment to the King?
Second, we acclaim Jesus as our ruler every day. We begin each morning by giving it to
him. We ask his Spirit to take control of our lives, to lead us and use us that day. We
crown him our King each day as the day begins. Did you do this today?
Third, we trust his plan and purposes for us. As the English monarch promises to uphold
the law and the Church, so our monarch has promised to lead us in his "good, pleasing,
and perfect will" (Romans 12:2). He has a plan to prosper us and not to harm us, to give
us hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). We trust him to do what is best with our lives all
day long. Have you surrendered your life to his perfect plan for this day?
Fourth, we worship him as our King and ruler. Not just on Sunday, but every day. The
Bible says that we "enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise" (Psalm
100:4). When we worship him, we connect our lives to his power and purpose. Then he
guides and empowers and blesses us as his subjects. Will you worship him today?
Conclusion
C. S. Lewis said, "There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God,
'Thy will be done,' and those to whom God says, in the end, 'Thy will be done." Which is
true for you?
Jim Elliot was born on October 8, 1927. He became a Christian at the age of six, and
sensed a call to missions soon thereafter. One of his favorite sayings was the statement,
"God always gives his best to those who leave the choice with him."
In 1952, Elliot moved to Equador, to reach the remote Waodani, also known as the Auca
(the name means "savage"). He began work with four colleagues—Ed McCully, Nate
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Saint, Roger Youderin, and Peter Fleming. They dropped gifts to the Waodani from Nate
Saint's airplane, and eventually flew in to establish a base. They made initial contact
with some of the tribe's members, and contacted the missionary post by radio to tell
them that things were going well. That was the last time anyone heard from them.
Their bodies were found along the Curaray River, where they had been killed by
Waodani warriors.
His widow, Elisabeth, joined Nate Saint's sister, Rachel, in working with the very people
who killed their husband and brother. They established a thriving ministry there,
leading many to Christ. Elisabeth told Jim's story to the world, and made famous a
statement found in his journal after his death: "He is no fool who gives what he cannot
keep to gain what he cannot lose."
He was right.

F O R P R AY E R
• Acknowledge God as the King of the universe, the creator and Lord of all that exists. Tell
him that you want him to be the King of your life and day.
• Ask the Spirit to show you any area of your life that is not surrendered to God, and submit
what he reveals to you. Ask his help in living this day for your King.
• Pray for the Spirit to bring American Christians to submission before God as the King of
our churches and nation, beginning with your congregation.

FOR RESPONSE
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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Be a People of Prayer
Matthew 13:31-32

These are tough days for our nation. In fact, it's been a tough decade since 9/11. The
good news is that God redeems all he allows. How could he redeem the challenges we
face?
In this week leading to the tenth anniversary of 9/11, we are focusing on this statement
in God's word: "When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts
to devour the land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by
my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their
land" (2 Chronicles 7:13-14).
On Sunday we looked at the drought, locusts, and plague of our day, agreeing that we
need a mighty movement of God's Spirit on our land. On Monday we learned that
humility is the first step to this renewal, as we make God our King and position
ourselves to receive all his grace intends to give.
Now we are called to "pray." The Hebrew word, palal, means to intercede in the
collective. It describes a commitment by a group of people to pray for a group or nation.
It is God's call to pray for America. God doesn't call his humbled people first to preach or
program, but to pray. Jesus did not say his house would be a house of preaching or of
programs, but a "house of prayer" (Matthew 21:13).
Why is prayer the most effective way to change the world? Why is it the most powerful
thing you can do in confronting the problems you face today? For the answer, let's turn
to another of Jesus' parables.
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Why pray?
Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet
when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and perch in its branches" (Matthew 13:31-32).
The mustard seed is the smallest of all the seeds used in Jesus' day (about the size of a
period at the end of a sentence today). Would anyone believe that a tree some ten feet
tall could grow from it? But the farmer has faith. He plants it, and waters it, and waits
for it. It takes time, several years in fact.
Eventually that tiny seed becomes a tree so large that birds come from all over to settle
on its branches. They eat some of the seeds it produces. And that tree multiplies itself,
until it makes more and more trees. All from one seed so small you must strain even to
see it in your hand.
That, says Jesus, is how God builds his Kingdom on earth. Here we have the mustard
seed movement: God uses small things to do great things. He uses what seems
insignificant to do what is life-changing.
This principle is never more true than with prayer. David knew that prayer was
powerful: "You hear, O Lord, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you
listen to their cry" (Psalm 10:17). Why does an all-knowing, all-powerful, all-loving God
need us to pray?
Prayer does not inform our omniscient God of your need, since "your Father knows what
you need before you ask him" (Matthew 6:8). It does not coerce our all-powerful Lord
to do something he would not otherwise have done, as "nothing is impossible with
God" (Luke 1:37). It does not convince our all-loving Father to do what he would not
have done, for he promises, "I have loved you with an everlasting love" (Jeremiah 31:3).
Prayer does not inform, coerce, or convince God. Rather, as with humility, it positions us
to receive what grace intends to give. God honors the freedom he has given to us. He
will not give us what we will not receive. But when we ask, we receive whatever we ask
or whatever is best: "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
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the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; he who seeks finds;
and to him who knocks, the door will be opened" (Luke 11:9-10).
E. M. Bounds believed that "God shapes the world by prayer. Prayers are deathless.
They outlive the lives of those who uttered them." Leonard Ravenhill insisted, "Preaching affects people; prayer [praying] affects God." John Wallace claimed, "Prayer moves
the hand which moves the world."
Why pray for America?
We've learned why we need to pray. Why do we need to pray for America?
According to the FBI's "Crime Clock," a person is assaulted every 7.2 seconds in our
country; a home is victimized by theft every 2.3 seconds; a person becomes the victim of
identity theft every 8.7 seconds; a person is killed in an alcohol-related crash every 29
minutes; a person is murdered every 31 minutes.
Thirty thousand Americans commit suicide every year. 1.3 million abortions are
performed annually in our country. Some 16 million Americans use illegal drugs;
pornography is a $10 billion annual business in our nation. Do we need for God to "heal
our land"?
And radical Islam constitutes the greatest threat our nation has ever faced.
Radical Muslims are motivated by two tenets. First: America and the West has been
attacking Islam since the Crusades. Since the Qur'an requires Muslims to defend Islam,
they believe they are obeying the Qur'an in attacking us. Second, there are no innocent
civilians in the West. Since we are a democracy, electing our leaders and supporting our
military, we are all complicit in this perceived attack on Islam. Muslims see us the same
way we view Germans who supported Hitler or Japanese who supported the Emperor.
How many Muslims agree with these two tenets? A Gallup survey, the largest ever
conducted in the Muslim world, found that 7% of Muslims support 9/11 and affirm the

Redeeming 9.11: Building God’s Kingdom Today
DA I LY D E V OT I O N A L A N D P R AY E R G U I DE

tenets of radical Islam. Seven percent of 1.6 billion Muslims is 112 million radicals.
That's a larger force than we faced in World War II and the Cold War, combined.
It gets worse. Half of the 112 million radicalized Muslims say that dying in their cause is
justified. The math would indicate that 56 million people are ready to be suicide
bombers against the West. Even if that number is 10 times too large, there would still
be five million suicide bombers waiting to attack us. As the tenth anniversary of 9/11
draws near, terrorists have announced plans to attack us with renewed fervor.
Does America need us to pray? I agree with Abraham Lincoln: "I have been driven many
times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My
own wisdom, and that of all about me seemed insufficient for the day."
How do we pray for America?
Pray for our nation's leaders: "I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority" (1
Timothy 2:1-2). Have you prayed for President Obama today? For his cabinet? For the
leaders of our nation, state, and city?
Pray for spiritual awakening to come to our people: "Then will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14).
And pray for your relationship with God. Where do you need his power and provision?
Where do you need his leadership and strength? Give God your need: "You do not have,
because you do not ask God" (James 4:2). Is he waiting on you?
The first Great Awakening began with the prayer meetings of Theodore Frelingheusen.
The Second Great Awakening was sparked by Isaac Backus' call to prayer. The Third
Great Awakening was birthed in Jeremiah Lamphier's prayer meeting at Old North
Dutch Church in New York City on September 23, 1857. The Fourth Great Awakening
began in a prayer meeting led by Evan Roberts.

Redeeming 9.11: Building God’s Kingdom Today
DA I LY D E V OT I O N A L A N D P R AY E R G U I D E

A church of six meeting on May 15, 1958 is today a congregation of 1.2 million under
the leadership of Pastor David Yonggi Cho. Jim Cymbala's Brooklyn Tabernacle was down
to 30 when it resolved to make its Tuesday night prayer meeting the engine that drives
the church, and now their ministries span the globe.
Conclusion
Alfred, Lord Tennyson was right: "More things are wrought by prayer than this world
dreams of." Have you prayed for America today? Will you?
God is moving in our world as his people pray. For example, more Muslims are coming
to Christ than ever before in history, many through visions and dreams which are God's
answers to the prayers of his people. I met one such person when I was in Bangladesh
earlier this year.
Shortly after her father died he appeared to her in a dream, instructing her to go to a
specific house in their village where a man had a message she needed to hear. Her
father showed her the face of this person, an American she had never met.
The next morning she made her way to the house and was shocked to find the very man
in her dream speaking to a group of people. His name is Harold Sadler, a well-known
Christian businessman in the Dallas area and frequent traveler to Bangladesh. After he
finished, she introduced herself and asked what message he had for her. Harold had no
idea what she was talking about. After she explained her dream, he shared the
Christian gospel with her and she became a follower of Jesus. She ran home to bring
her daughter and son, who became Christians that day as well. I was introduced to her
when we visited her village and found her faith to be vibrant and joyful.
Who will come to Christ because of your prayers today?
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F O R P R AY E R
• Pray for President Obama, your governor, your mayor, and your other leaders. Ask God to
give them his guidance, wisdom, and strength.
• Intercede for those serving in the military and their families. Ask the Father to protect
them, encourage them, and bring a swift end to the war on terror.
• Ask God to bring spiritual awakening to our land before it's too late. Pray that he would
show you what is necessary for you to join this great movement today.

FOR RESPONSE
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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SEPTEMBER

7

Seek His Face
Luke 11:5-10

When I was pastor of First Baptist Church in Midland, I was asked to serve on the board
of trustees for Howard Payne University in Brownwood, Texas. One trip down to the
campus, I decided to use the church's van. One of our activities ministers checked the
van out to me, along with the church credit card for gas.
There was barely enough gas to get to Brownwood. I pulled into the first gas station I
saw in town, got out, and discovered that the van had a locking gas cap. And they
didn't give me the key. I looked all over the van—in the glove box, under the mats,
everywhere; no key. Here I was, sitting at a gas station, hose at hand, credit card ready,
and no way to fill the van. I tried to pry the cap off, and failed. Finally, driving on
fumes, I found a locksmith and paid for a new key to the cap.
I've always wondered if that activities minister knew exactly what he did, or didn't do.
It's frustrating to live with no power. Don't you hate it when the weather causes power
outages? When your car runs out of gas? When the batteries in your laptop or cell
phone go down? We can't do much without power.
Our nation is facing a spiritual power outage of crisis proportions. In this week leading
to the tenth anniversary of 9/11 we're focused on this statement in Scripture: "When I
shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or
send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:13-14).
We've admitted that we face drought, locusts, and plague—natural disasters, financial
challenges, and personal problems. The good news is that God redeems all he allows.
His redemption of our struggles begins with his people, called by his name. He calls us
to humble ourselves, making him our King and putting him in charge of our lives and
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nation. He calls us to pray for our nation and problems, positioning ourselves to receive
all that his grace intends to give.
Now he calls us to "seek his face." "Seek" translates baqash ("baw-kash"), which means
to search out, strive for, beg, beseech, to run hard after. "Face" translates paniym
("paw-neem"). God's "face" denotes his presence (cf. Exodus 33:16, where his promised
that his "face" would go with Moses).
To "seek his face" is to seek an intimate, personal, passionate relationship with our
Father. Why is this relationship so critical to experiencing his power in our lives? For the
answer, we turn to one of Jesus' most misunderstood parables (Luke 11:5-10).
Knock on God's door
The first man in our story has a problem, much more of a crisis in Jesus' day than in ours.
A traveler has come to his home at midnight—not at all uncommon, since most people
traveled at night to avoid the day's heat. He was supposed to bake enough bread for
anyone who might come to his home that night, for this was a basic requirement of
Eastern hospitality.
To have someone come to your home and have nothing to feed them is for us an
inconvenience; for them it was a very major failure. If you were to invite the family over
for Easter dinner, then forget and have them all arrive but have nothing to feed them,
you'd have this man's situation.
So he goes to his neighbor at midnight for help. This neighbor has baked enough bread;
that isn't the problem. But his door is locked—this was never done in the ancient Near
East unless a family had gone to sleep and did not want to be awakened. A locked door
was their "Do Not Disturb" sign, never violated.
The reason was simple. Common homes in Jesus' day were one room, with one window
and a door. The first two-thirds of the room was a dirt floor where the animals slept for
the night. The back one-third was a raised wooden platform with a charcoal stove,
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around which the entire family slept. For this man to get up at midnight he must
awaken his family, then his animals, just to get to the door.
All this to give the man what he was required by social custom to have anyway. If your
family came for that Easter dinner and you were unprepared, so you went to your
neighbor and asked to have her prepared meal to serve your guests, you might
anticipate her reaction.
In Jesus' story, this neighbor gets up despite all this—the rudeness, the inconvenience,
the breach of social custom—because of the man's "boldness." The Greek word means
"shameless refusal to quit." He simply will not go away until the man gives him what
he wants. And so he does. So Jesus concludes: "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you" (v. 9).
What does Jesus' parable mean?
Our Lord is not teaching that we can wear God out if we ask for something enough. That
God is the man inside the house asleep, but if we come and bang on his door loud
enough and long enough he will give us what we want. Even if he doesn't want to, if
we keep asking eventually we'll receive what we want. I've heard that very theology
preached: if you have enough faith, God will give you whatever you ask for. Whether
you want to be healed, or wealthy, or anything at all, just ask in enough faith and it's
yours.
That is absolutely not the point here. Jesus is using a very common rabbinic teaching
technique known in the Hebrew as the qal wahomer. Literally, "from the lesser to the
greater." Applied here, the point is this: if a neighbor at midnight would give you what
you ask if you ask him, how much more will God answer our requests when we bring
them to him.
Jesus' parable is the promise that when we seek God's face, running hard after an
intimate, personal, passionate relationship with him, we will receive what we seek. We
will know him in a powerful, life-transforming way.
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Choose intimacy with God
How do we "seek his face"? First, value your relationship with God above all other
priorities.
Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius stated, "The true worth of a man is to be measured by
the objects he pursues." What is the highest priority of your life?
I've been reading Oswald Chambers' My Utmost For His Highest every morning since
1993, and find that God speaks through it to my soul every day. Here is the most
powerful paragraph in the entire devotional to me: "There is only one relationship that
matters, and that is your personal relationship to a personal Redeemer and Lord. Let
everything else go, but maintain that at all costs, and God will fulfill His purpose
through your life. One individual life may be of priceless value to God's purposes, and
yours may be that life" (November 30 reading).
It has been said, "All who have walked with God have viewed prayer as the main
business of their lives." Martin Luther believed, "To be a Christian without prayer is no
more possible than to be alive without breathing." Luther translated the entire Bible
into German, organized Christian schools, wrote more than 400 hymns (including "A
Mighty Fortress Is Our God"), and sparked the Protestant Reformation. How did he do it
all? He explained: "I have so much to do that I cannot get on without three hours alone
with God."
Second, start where you are. God does not call us to begin with three hours each
morning. Begin seeking his face now, and know that your relationship with God, as
with all relationships, will grow over time. Praying is learned by praying. It has been
said, "When you cannot pray as you would, pray as you can."
Third, begin at the beginning of the day. Mark 1:35 reports that "very early in the
morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary
place, where he prayed."
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C. S. Lewis observed, ""The moment you wake up each morning, all your wishes and
hopes for the day rush at you like wild animals. And the first job each morning consists
in shoving it all back; in listening to that other voice, taking that other point of view,
letting that other, larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing in."
Make an appointment to be alone with God. Find a place where you won't be
distracted. Buy a good study Bible such as the NIV or ESV Study Bible. Get a notebook
so you can write down the thoughts which God gives you.
Fourth, structure your time with God. I follow every morning the ACTS model: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Submission.
Begin your time with God by adoration, and worship. Scripture says that we "enter his
gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise" (Psalm 100:4). Worship draws into
communion with the King of Kings, as we adore him alongside the saints of the ages
and the angels of all eternity.
Next comes confession. As we draw closer to his light, we see ourselves as we truly are.
Ask the Spirit to show you anything wrong in your life, and confess what comes to your
thoughts. Claim his forgiveness and grace.
Now we come to thanksgiving. Scripture teaches us to "give thanks in all circumstances" (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Be specific in expressing your gratitude for God's
goodness to you.
Finally we come to submission. Ephesians 5:18 commands us to be "filled with the
Spirit." The phrase means to be controlled by God's Spirit, yielded and empowered by
him. Place yourself and your day at his disposal. Pray through the decisions and issues
of your day, giving each of them to him. Ask the Spirit to empower you, lead you, and
use you. And know that he will.
Fifth, walk with God through the day. The Bible instructs us to "pray continually" (1
Thessalonians 5:17). It means to practice the presence of God, to spend the day with
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him. You can be with someone in a movie or worship service without speaking to them.
You can be with God whether your eyes or closed or open, whether you are speaking to
him or thinking of him. His Spirit will speak to your spirit all through the day, if you'll
stay connected with him.
Last, expect to experience God. When we pray we connect ourselves to the greatest
power in the universe. God's greatest servants have discovered this fact. For instance,
John of the Cross (died 1591) discovered that praying is "nothing else but a secret,
peaceful, and loving infusion of God, which, if admitted, will set the soul on fire with
the spirit of love.
When you are connected with the King of the universe, you cannot remain the same.
Conclusion
Seeking a personal, intimate, passionate relationship with God is critical to the spiritual
awakening we need. Gypsy Smith, the evangelist who crossed the Atlantic 45 times in
preaching to hundreds of thousands, was asked how revival comes. His answer: "Go
back home, lock yourself in a private room. Take a piece of chalk and mark a circle on
the floor, get down on your knees in that circle, and pray for God to start a revival in it.
When your prayer is answered, revival will be on us."
When will you draw that circle today?
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F O R P R AY E R
• Make a commitment with God to begin each day by seeking an intimate, personal
encounter with him.
• Take a moment now for adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and submission.
• Pray for the Spirit to move American Christians to seek greater intimacy with God than
ever before, beginning with your faith family.

FOR RESPONSE
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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Repent

Luke 15:11-24

One of the most encouraging readings I have ever found is this adaptation from Henri
Nouwein's classic book The Beloved:
I have called you by name from the very beginning. You are mine and I am yours. You
are my beloved, on you my favor rests. I have molded you in the depths of the earth and
knitted you together in your mother's womb. I have carved you in the palm of my hand
and hidden you in the shadow of my embrace. I look at you with infinite tenderness
and care for you with a care more intimate than that of a mother for her child. I have
counted every hair on your head and guided you at every step. Wherever you go, I go
with you, and wherever you rest, I keep watch. I will give you food that will satisfy all
your hunger and drink that will quench all your thirst. I will not hide my face from you.
You are my beloved in whom I am well pleased.
Do these words touch you at a deep place in your soul? Why?
Don't we all know instinctively that there is something wrong with us and our world?
That this is not the way things are supposed to be? Our nation leads the industrialized
world in teenage pregnancy; one out of three American girls becomes pregnant before
the age of 20, 81% out of wedlock. Pornography makes more money in America than
Google, Yahoo, Amazon, eBay, Microsoft, Apple, and Netflix—combined. Property theft
costs us more than $15 billion a year. Homicide is the second-leading cause of death in
America for infants. There are 27,900 gangs in America, with 774,000 members; last
year they made $125 billion selling illegal drugs.
As we near the tenth anniversary of 9/11, we are focused on this statement in God's
word:
When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the
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land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then
will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles
7:13-14).
We have seen our need for spiritual and moral renewal as we face the droughts, locusts,
and plagues of our day. God's redemption begins with his own people, called by his
name. He calls us to humble ourselves, making him our King; to pray together for our
nation; and to seek his face in an intimate, personal, passionate relationship.
When we do these things, we see ourselves as he sees us. In the light of his holiness, we
realize that we must "turn from our wicked ways." "Turn" translates shuwb ("shoob", to
turn back, retreat, recoil from, refuse to continue. "Wicked" translates rah, that which is
exceedingly wrong. It implies death, action that damages or destroys us. "Ways"
translates derek, a path, journey, way of life.
Why is repentance essential to spiritual renewal? How are we to repent today? Let's
consider Jesus' most famous parable, considered the greatest short story in the world.
As we walk through it together, ask yourself: which character are you?
Walking in "wicked ways"
Our story begins simply: "There was a man who had two sons" (v. 11). The man was
presumably a Palestinian Jewish farmer or landowner. His "many" servants (v. 17)
attested to his wealth. He was a man blessed with lands, possessions, and sons. Until
today.
This day, "The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate'" (v.
12a). He wanted the part of the estate which customarily came to him at his father's
death. Assuming there were only two sons, the older would receive two-thirds of the
estate, so-called "double share" (Deuteronomy 21:17), while the younger received
one-third. Such a request was not impossible legally, but it was as much an outrage as
a similar demand would be in our society today.
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Despite this grave insult, the father did as his younger son asked: "So he divided his
property between them" (v. 12b). The father did not have to agree to his son's
presumptuous and arrogant request, but he did. In so doing, he had to liquidate much
of his estate.
"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living" (v. 13). He left his Palestinian
home to see the larger world. And it saw him coming. Soon he "squandered" his
wealth—the word means to scatter in various directions. Picture a farmer throwing his
seed to the wind, and you see the younger brother at work. His father's lifetime of
earning and savings was nothing to him. Easy come, easy go.
Had he invested poorly, we would criticize his foolishness but not his goals. But he
squandered his wealth in "wild living." The word means to "live prodigally," to engage
in debauched living. This word, found here only in the New Testament, names its owner
for all time as the "prodigal son."
What happened next is the way of our fallen world: "After he had spent everything,
there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need" (v. 14).
Famines were common in the ancient Near East. The young man had lost all he owned,
and now had no way to earn it back.
So he stepped from the immoral to the unthinkable: "he went and hired himself out to a
citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs" (v. 15). Pig herding was
the most degrading occupation known to the Jews. Pigs were "unclean" for the people
(Leviticus 11:7); they were "not to eat their meat or touch their carcasses" (Deut. 14:8).
One of the rabbis said, "Cursed be the man who raises pigs."
The "prodigal" took his father's estate as though he were dead. He left his home for the
"far country." He "squandered" possessions his father spent a lifetime earning. Now he
forced himself on a Gentile to feed pigs. But there was one step lower into the abyss:
"He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave
him anything" (v. 16).
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He had found the "wicked ways" of which 2 Chronicles speaks. But by the grace of God,
the story doesn't end there.
Coming home to grace
Now comes my favorite phrase in the story: "When he came to his senses" (v. 17a). The
phrase was commonly applied to one who had been deranged but recovered his mind,
or in this case, his soul.
No matter where you find yourself today, it's not too late. You can stop feeding the pigs,
and craving their food. You can stop working for the pig owners. You can come to
yourself. You can come home to grace.
The prodigal said to himself, "How many of my father's hired men have food to spare,
and here I am starving to death!" (v. 17b). "Food to spare" translates a phrase which
means to be surrounded by loaves as by a flood. So, "I will set out and go back to my
father" (v. 18a). But how could he? The legal documents were signed and executed. He
had no further claims on the estate, no rights to his previous status. The father had no
reason or obligation to receive such a sinful, dishonorable prodigal.
The young son knew it was so: he would declare to him: "Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one
of your hired men" (vs. 18b-19). He could do nothing to deserve restoration. He was
right, and repentant.
So, his repentance sincere and his resolve sure, "he got up and went to his father" (v.
20a). But his father was not done with grace. Here is one of the most poignant verses
in all the word of God: "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed
him" (v. 20).
The father had been looking for his son, from the moment he left to the moment he
returned. He was "filled with compassion" for this son now limping back in rags and
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repentance. He "ran" to his son, regardless of Eastern dignity and the proprieties of
advancing years, exactly the opposite of the way his son has come home to him. He
"kissed him," in language which means to kiss fervently and frequently, over and over
again. This act was the ancient sign of forgiveness.
The prodigal was welcomed home as a beloved son. He received "the best robe" (v.
22a), a stately garment worn by kings which came down to the feet, replacing the
wretched rags the boy wore home. A ring was placed on his finger (v. 22b), Jewish
tradition for one honored as his father's deputy (cf. Esther 8:2). The son was not only
received, but promoted. And he was given "sandals on his feet" (v. 22c). No slaves wore
sandals, only sons.
But the father was not done with grace: "Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a
feast and celebrate" (v. 23). Wealthy landowners kept a calf fattened for festive
occasions. And so the father kept the calf, perhaps hoping for his son's return and the
party he would give in his honor.
Why the celebration? "This son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found" (v. 24a). "This my son" is the literal wording. The father claimed his boy
publicly, introducing him to attendants who did not know him from before he left for
the far country. And telling the world that he was proud of his boy. He had been "dead"
spiritually (cf. Romans 6:13; Revelation 3:1; Ephesians 2:1-5), but now he was alive. He
had been lost, but now he is found.
All because his son came home to grace.
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Conclusion
How do we join him? How do we "turn from our wicked ways" today? Let's conduct a
spiritual inventory today. Take a sheet of paper and pen, and reserve 15 minutes to be
alone with God. Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to your mind anything in your life which
displeases God, and write down what comes to your thoughts. Be honest and specific,
as no one will see this but you.Then confess these sins, individually, with a repentant
heart. Claim the fact that your Father forgives all you confess to him (1 John 1:9) and
forgets what he forgives (Jeremiah 31:34). Throw the paper away and walk into the day
unburdened and free.
To "turn from our wicked ways" is to abandon ourselves to our Father once and for all.
The brilliant Chinese theologian Watchman Nee stated:
A day must come in our lives, as definite as the day of our conversion, when we give up
all right to ourselves and submit to the absolute Lordship of Jesus Christ.
. . . There must be a day when, without reservation, we surrender everything to
Him—ourselves, our families, our possessions, our business and our time. All we are
and have becomes His, to be held henceforth entirely at His disposal. From that day we
are no longer our own masters, but only stewards.
Not until the Lordship of Jesus Christ is a settled thing in our hearts can the Holy Spirit
really operate effectively in us. He cannot direct our lives until all control of them is
committed to Him. If we do not give Him absolute authority in our lives, He can be
present, but He cannot be powerful. The power of the Spirit is stayed (The Normal
Christian Life 134-5).
Is today that day for you?
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F O R P R AY E R
• Take a moment for a spiritual inventory. Ask the Spirit to guide you as you spend this time
in confession, repentance, and cleansing.
• Claim in prayer the fact that your Father forgives you and welcomes you home.
• Pray for the Spirit to spark a movement of genuine repentance in the American church,
beginning with your congregation.

FOR RESPONSE
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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God Hears Us

Luke 14:15-24

Philip Yancey tells the story of a most unusual wedding banquet. A woman, accompanied by her fiancé, went to the Hyatt Hotel in downtown Boston to order the wedding
meal. They arranged for an expensive party, with a bill of $13,000. After leaving a
check for half the amount as a down payment, they went home to look at wedding
announcements.
The day the announcements were supposed to be mailed, the groom got cold feet. "I'm
just not sure," he said. "It's a big commitment. Let's think about this a little longer. His
angry fiancée returned to the Hyatt to cancel the banquet, to discover that she had
signed a binding contract and could only receive $1,300 back. She had two options: go
ahead with the banquet, or forfeit the rest of her down payment. The jilted bride made
a wonderful decision: she turned her banquet into a real party.
Ten years before, this woman had been living in a homeless shelter. Now, after years of
hard work and progress, she had a sizeable nest egg. She decided to use her savings to
treat those who were where she had been.
So it was that in June of 1990 the Hyatt Hotel in downtown Boston hosted a memorable
party. The hostess changed the menu to boneless chicken, "in honor of the groom." She
sent invitations to rescue missions and homeless shelters. That warm summer night,
people who expected to peel half-gnawed pizza off cardboard dined instead on chicken
cordon bleu. Hyatt waiters in tuxedoes served hors d'oeuvres to senior adults walking
on crutches and canes. Bag ladies, vagrants, and drug addicts took one night from the
hard life of the streets outside and instead sipped champagne, ate chocolate wedding
cake, and danced late into the night.
God is like that bride. He "wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the
truth" (1 Timothy 2:4). As a result, he invites us all to come to him, "not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). He redeems all he
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allows, even the hard times we face in these days, and wants to use them to draw us to
himself.
God is waiting for us to seek him
As we near the tenth anniversary of 9/11, we are focused on this statement in God's
word:
When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the
land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then
will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles
7:13-14).
We have seen our need for God's help as we face the droughts, locusts, and plagues of
our day. God's redemption begins with us, the people "called by his name." He is
waiting for us to humble ourselves by making him our King each day; to pray together
for our nation; to seek his face in intimacy; and to "turn from our wicked ways" in
genuine repentance.
When we do these things, God promises: "then will I hear from heaven." This is one of
the most encouraging statements in Scripture. "I" is emphatic in the Hebrew. "Hear"
translates shama ("shaw-mah"), to hear intelligently, to attend to, to engage thoughtfully, to listen carefully, to grant.
God hears all that we think and say, and reads the genuine thoughts and motives of the
heart. He knows if our humility, prayers, passion, and repentance are sincere or not. He
is active to listen, seeking to hear, but knowing the truth of what he hears.
"From heaven" translates the Hebrew word is shameh ("shaw-meh"), literally from the
sky or that which is aloft. Note the similarity of the Hebrew words for "heaven" and
"hear." For God to hear "from heaven" means that he hears us from the throne of the
universe. In other words, he who hears us is able to act in response to what he hears.
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Idols can neither hear nor act; God does both. He can do whatever he wishes to do, for
he hears us from "heaven," from the highest place. The higher one's throne, the greater
his power. This King sits on the highest throne of the universe (cf. Isaiah 6, Rev. 4).
God promises to hear us whenever we pray to him:
• "You will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say:
Here am I" (Isaiah 58:9).
• "Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor
me" (Psalm 50:15).
• "He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I
will deliver him and honor him" (Psalm 91:15).
• "You will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You
will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart"
(Jeremiah 29:12).
• "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you" (Matthew 7:7).
But we must pray. He is waiting for us to call on him. Is he waiting on you?
God wants a personal relationship with us
Today's parable shows us this gracious character of God in a striking, transforming way.
Jesus' story begins: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many
guests" (v. 16). In Jesus' parables the kingdom of God is always central. The hero is
always the King. Here, he is the man giving the "great banquet."
To his festival he "invited many guests." God "is patient with you, not wanting anyone
to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). Who can come to his
party? "Whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16). The
king wants "many guests" at his table.
So he sent out the first invitation. In ancient Palestine, banquets were announced long

Redeeming 9.11: Building God’s Kingdom Today
DA I LY D E V OT I O N A L A N D P R AY E R G U I D E

before the preparations were finished. There were many factors which affected the
actual date and time of the feast. Weather was always a factor in their society, where
meals were typically cooked and eaten out of doors. Harvests and the availability of
food varied widely. Health issues were harder to resolve. Political circumstances
changed often.
And so it was customary to invite people to a feast, then notify those who accepted the
invitation when the meal was actually prepared. As people had fewer distractions than
we face today, it was far more likely that they would respond to such an immediate
notice. And once they had accepted the first invitation to come, they were honor bound
to do so (cf. Esther 5:8).
Now the time was at hand. The master "sent his servant to tell those who had been
invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready'" (v. 17). "Sent" is the word apostello,
meaning to send as an official and authoritative representative (this is the root of the
word "apostle"). This servant has come in the name and authority of his master, acting
on his behalf. In the same way we are sent to our unbelieving world as "Christ's
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us" (2 Corinthians 5:20).
To refuse this servant was to refuse his master, a great and grave insult. But tragically,
unbelievably, "they all alike began to make excuses" (v. 18). Every person who had
accepted the master's first invitation now refused to come. Their meal had been cooked,
their place prepared, but now they declined.
Three examples of their excuses were offered. The first: "I have just bought a field, and I
must go and see it" (v. 18). One typically sees the farm before buying it. Some ancient
purchases did require a post-purchase inspection, but it could be done at any time. The
field would still be waiting after the banquet was done.
The second excuse is no better than the first: "I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and
I'm on my way to try them out" (v. 19). Most landowners had only one or two oxen; this
man is clearly wealthy by ancient standards. He could easily have sent a servant to do
this work for him. And he had no reason to hurry. He would have tried the oxen before
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buying them, or could wait until the banquet was done to do so.
The third excuse is worst of all: "I just got married, so I can't come" (v. 20). This man
knew he would be getting married when he accepted the first invitation to the banquet.
An engagement period typically lasted a year or more in ancient Israel, with the date for
the actual wedding determined months beforehand. And the new wife would have
been happy to go to the feast with her new husband if asked.
No wonder the owner of the house "became angry" (v. 21). "Angry" is actually the word
for being "enraged." His honor has been insulted in the extreme. The entire town knew
of his banquet, and would now know of this grave injury to the man's honor. There is no
surprise in his reaction. But his solution to the crisis would surprise every person who
heard this parable from our Lord.
He invites us all to himself
The master of the feast "ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys
of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame'" (v. 21). "Go
out"—go to them. Don't wait for them to come. They likely do not know they are
welcome at the feast. They have no way to come.
Go "quickly," urgently. The feast is ready; there is no time to waste. The harvest is
white, the time is at hand. This is the only day we have: "Now is the time of God's favor,
now is the day of salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2). None of us has been promised tomorrow. Go today.
Go to the "streets," the broad roads traveled by a great variety of people. Go to the
"alleys," the small lanes or side paths. Go to all the streets and alleys "of the town."
Those living here likely heard about the feast, and probably envied those invited. But
they would never expect to be admitted. Go and give them the good news.
Bring in the "poor," though Jews thought the impoverished were being punished by
God. Bring in the "crippled," though the physically challenged were barred from full
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participation in Jewish worship (cf. Leviticus 21:17-23). Bring in the "blind," though the
Jews saw blindness as a sign of spiritual judgment (cf. John 9:1-3). Bring the "lame,"
because they cannot come on their own. None of these unfortunates would ever expect
to be welcomed at the estate of this wealthy master. None would come unless invited
and brought.
The servant was obedient to his master: "Sir, what you ordered has been done" (v. 22).
But this is a great feast, for "there is still room."
There is still room indeed. There will be room at this table for "a great multitude that no
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the
throne and in front of the Lamb" (Revelation 7:9). There is room at this table for all who
will come to the mercy of God.
Now the servant was sent to "the roads and country lanes" (v. 23). The "roads" were the
main streets leading from town to town. The "country lanes" were hedges, footpaths
between fields. These hedges were typically made of thorns, planted thick to keep
cattle out of the vineyard. Those who lived and worked there would be poor laborers,
the lowest class, people of great poverty.
Those the servant would find on these roads and lanes would be people who did not
know the host at all. They had no idea of his existence or his invitation. Jesus' immediate reference may have been to the Gentiles who lived outside the Jewish community.
In a larger sense, the parable points us to those who have heard of our master (in the
"town") and those who have not. Every person is invited to join God at his feast.
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The servant was told to "make them come in, so that my house will be full" (v. 23). The
word "make" is the word for "compel." But it does not mean to cause a person to come
against his or her will. It means to persuade, to convince, to motivate. God wants his
house to be full, and invites us all to himself.
Conclusion
I will never forget the first time I met an American president. I was invited by some
friends who were going to the Carter Center to film an interview with the former
president. I paid more attention to my clothing that day than I had since my wedding. I
pre-thought what I would say and do. Nothing could have kept me from that appointment.
We were required to pass through significant security to enter the room where the
interview would take place, and needed to wait until Mr. Carter could make time for us.
He turned out to be extremely gracious and hospitable, but it was no small task to
experience an audience with him.
You have the greatest opportunity on earth today: the privilege of a personal audience
with the King of the universe. You can come as you are, and will never have to wait on
him. Is he waiting on you?
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F O R P R AY E R
• Think of the last prayer which God answered for you. Express your gratitude for such
grace.
• Consider the fact that your Father is not bound by time, so that he has all of eternity to
hear your next request. Commit to him the time necessary to experience true communion
with him in prayer.
• Ask God to work by the power of his Spirit to bring a great prayer movement to the
American church, beginning with your family of faith.

FOR RESPONSE
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
September
10:
God
forgives
us
______________________________________________
Matthew 18
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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God Forgives Us
Matthew 18:23-27

When Robert Louis Stevenson was a young child, he stood one evening at the window
watching a lamplighter at work. One by one, the man lit the streetlamps as he walked
down the street. The boy was fascinated and silent. His nurse asked him what he was
doing. He answered, "I am watching a man make holes in the darkness."
There is much darkness in our world today. Tomorrow we will remember that day ten
years ago when we watched in horror as 19 terrorists killed nearly 3,000 innocent
civilians. But the good news is that God redeems all he allows.
On the eve of the tenth anniversary of 9/11, we are focused on this biblical statement:
When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the
land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then
will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles
7:13-14).
We are facing droughts, locusts, and plague. God is calling us to humble ourselves
before him as our King, pray for our nation, seek his face personally, and turn from our
wicked ways. When we do, he promises God's people that he will "hear from heaven,"
and then to "forgive their sins." "Forgive" translates callach ("saw-lakh"), to spare,
forgive, blot out, remove, pardon, refuse to punish. "Sin" translates chattaah ("shattah-aw"), referring to habitual offense.
What must we do to experience this promise personally?
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Believe that God will forgive you
Scripture repeatedly declares that ours is a forgiving God:
• When his people repented of their sins, God promised, "I will cleanse them
from all the sin they have committed against me and will forgive all their sins
of rebellion against me" (Jeremiah 33:8).
• David, a man who knew something about sin and forgiveness, could say,
"You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to you"
(Psalm 86:5).
• God's people could say to him, "You are a forgiving God, gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love" (Nehemiah 9:17).
• Daniel could declare, "The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even
though we have rebelled against him" (Daniel 9:9).
What does his word teach about his forgiveness?
• God wipes the slate clean: "If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who
could stand? But with you there is forgiveness" (Psalm 130:3-4).
• There is no sin beyond his grace: he "forgives all your sins and heals all your
diseases" (Psalm 103:3).
• He removes our sins from us: "As far as the east is from the west, so far has
he removed our transgressions from us" (Ps. 103:12).
• He will "hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea" (Micah 7:19).
• He forgets all he forgives: "I will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more" (Jeremiah 31:34).
To understand better this forgiveness and its life-transforming implications for our lives
and nation, let's consider one of Jesus' most surprising parables. Our text opens with an
honest question, and an astonishing answer. First Peter's query: "Lord, how many times
shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" (Matthew
18:21).
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Peter was being generous. The rabbis recommended that we forgive not more than
three times. They deduced the limit of three from the book of Amos, where God
repeatedly cites condemnations of the various nations "for three transgressions and for
four" (cf. Amos 1:3, "For three sins of Damascus, even for four, I will not turn back my
wrath . . ."). It was thought that man could not be more gracious or forgiving than God.
So the fisherman thought he was being gracious, but we wonder what prompted his
question. Earlier in Matthew 18 Jesus taught his disciples to go directly to the brother
who sins against them (v. 15). Perhaps these words prompted in Peter's mind an
unresolved conflict. We don't think of him as an abstract philosopher given to speculative inquiry. Probably he had someone in mind for his question.
Whether he did or not, we do. With whom are you at odds today? Who comes to mind
first when the subject of forgiveness is mentioned? What person is to be the focus of
your response to this parable?
Your first step in forgiving that individual is to realize how much God has forgiven you.
Jesus answered Peter's question: "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times"
(v. 22). The Greek can be translated as "seventy times seven," but "seventy-seven" is
more likely the correct rendering.
Jesus' meaning is clear: we are never to stop forgiving. There is to be no limit. No
loopholes. No contingencies. But this seems an impossible request, so Jesus showed us
why it is not. What follows is the most famous parable on forgiveness in all of literature.
Claim his forgiving grace
The hero of our story is the king. The king has vast holdings, and is owed a vast debt:
"ten thousand talents" (v. 24). A talent was the highest unit of currency in the ancient
world, and ten thousand the highest Greek numeral. As a result, this would be the
largest financial amount Jesus could name. The Attic talent was $1,200 in our currency;
the larger Roman talent was worth $500; the Hebrew, Assyrian, and Babylonian talent
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ran from $1,550 to $2,000. If Jesus had in mind the Hebrew talent, this figure would
range from $15 million to $20 million.
As large as this amount seems, it grows astronomically when compared with typical
revenues in the first century. The total income of the province containing Idumaea,
Judea and Samaria was only 600 talents; the total revenue of Galilee was only 300
talents (Josephus, Antiquities 11.4). By comparison with incomes of the day, the debtor
in Jesus' parable owed more than America's entire national debt!
Was such a debt even possible in Jesus' day? Or are we to take the story as intended
fiction? Historians believe that one of the richest Oriental despots could rule such a
large province that his finance minister could owe tax returns of this size over time.
Whether Jesus alluded here to a fact of history or not, the spiritual implication is clear.
In the parable, the king is God. Jesus stated that his parable concerns the "kingdom of
heaven" (v. 23), where God is king. Only a king of great power could have such debtors.
And only a king of great grace could forgive such a debt. No human being could or
would do what Jesus' king did. And what he still does.
The king was well within his rights to sell the servant to pay the debt (v. 25). Exodus
22:3 specifies: "A thief must certainly make restitution, but if he has nothing, he must
be sold to pay for his theft." It was illegal to sell a man for a sum greater than his debt,
but nothing prevented the king from selling the man for a sum less than what he was
owed. In Jesus' story the king also resolved to sell "his wife and his children" (v. 25).
So the servant "fell on his knees before him" (v. 26a), continuous action in the original
Greek, indicating an ongoing act of homage and supplication. "Be patient with me, and
I will pay back everything" (v. 26b), the man begged. He was foolish to think so. No
person could pay back such a huge debt. But still we try. Still we make religion a way to
repay the debt we owe to God. Still we worship, and give, and serve out of obligation,
to earn the righteousness God can only give.
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Then comes the shocking turn: "The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the
"forgave the loan," as the Greek puts it. In v. 32 the master made clear that this was a
"debt"; here he chose to see it as a loan he could forgive.
Think of it: a debt you could never possibly repay, forgiven with a word. Completely
cancelled. How much has God forgiven you? Take Peter's suggestion of seven sins as a
start, per day. This comes to 2,555 per year. Over 70 years, a person who sinned at this
rate would have committed 178,850 transgressions against God. Be honest—do you
sin against God by omission and commission, thought and action, less than seven times
a day? More?
Today is your day to believe that God forgives all you confess to him, and then to claim
that grace for yourself.
Conclusion
A priest in the Philippines carried in his soul the burden of a secret sin he had committed many years before. He had confessed this sin to God but still had no peace about it.
In his parish was a woman who deeply loved God and claimed to have visions in which
she spoke directly with her Lord. The priest was skeptical. To test her he said, "The next
time you speak with Christ, I want you to ask him what sin your priest committed while
he was in seminary." The woman agreed.
A few days later the priest asked her, "Did Christ visit you?" "Yes, he did," she replied.
"And did you ask him what sin I committed in the seminary?" "Yes." "Well, what did he
say?" "He said, 'I don't remember.'"
On my last trip to England we visited a church which John Newton pastored for many
years. You remember his story: a slave trader who was converted to faith in Christ,
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worked to abolish slavery, and wrote the best-known hymn in the England language,
Amazing Grace.
While in his village, I visited his gravesite. On the back of his raised marble tomb I found
inscribed these words:
John Newton--Clerk.
Once an infidel and libertine
a servant of slaves in Africa, was
by the rich mercy of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ
preserved, restored, pardoned
and appointed to preach the faith he
had long labored to destroy.
His life motto said it well: "I am not what I ought to be; I am not what I want to be; I am
not what I hope to be; but by the grace of God, I am not what I was." Amazing grace,
indeed.
Now that grace can be yours. Is God waiting on you?
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F O R P R AY E R
• Consider the last sin God forgave, and thank your Father for his grace.
• Ask the Spirit to bring to your mind anything in your life which displeases God, and
confess that sin immediately. Claim the forgiving, forgetting mercy of your Father.
• Pray for the Spirit to bring a movement of confession and cleansing to God's people in
America, beginning with your church.

FOR RESPONSE
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
September 11:
God heals us
______________________________________________
Matthew 13:1-9

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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God Heals Us

Matthew 13:1-9

Ten years ago today, 19 radical Muslims killed nearly 3,000 innocent civilians in the
worst terrorist attack in American history. As long as you live, you'll never forget where
you where on that fateful morning.
This week we've claimed the fact that God redeems all he allows. How would he
redeem for greater good the tragedy of that day and the suffering that has followed?
More than 6,000 American troops have died in Iraq and Afghanistan; the United States
has spent more than $1.283 trillion on the war effort. That is nearly the amount we
spent on Vietnam, Korea, and World War I combined. We have been fighting in
Afghanistan longer than any war in our nation's history, with no end in sight.
I am convinced that God wants to use 9/11 to bring spiritual awakening to our people.
A "revival" changes a person or church; an "awakening" changes a nation. America has
experienced four "great awakenings" in our history—in 1734, 1792, 1858, and 1904-5.
Each marked our country for a generation.
Today we are seeing more people coming to Christ around the world than ever before in
history—more than 82,000 a day, according to David Barrett's World Christian
Encyclopedia. But only 6,000 are in Western Europe and North America, combined. The
great need of our day is for moral and spiritual renewal, before it's too late.
A spiritual awakening is not a brief, mountaintop experience with God's glory and
power. It is the kind of relationship he created us to experience with him every day. The
Bible is a drama in four acts: creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. Evangelicals
emphasize acts two and three—our sin and God's plan of salvation. However, God
seeks not just the salvation of our souls but the restoration of our lives and world.
He made Adam and Eve for the Garden of Eden, where he would walk with them in
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intimate, personal communion. He intends such a personal, passionate relationship
with each of us. To experience spiritual renewal is to be restored to the fellowship with
our Father which he created us to know.
How can we experience this restoration? This week we have focused on this statement
in God's word:
When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the
land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then
will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles
7:13-14).
We are facing droughts, locusts, and plague—natural, financial, and personal disasters
and challenges. God is waiting for us to humble ourselves before him as our King, pray
together for our nation, seek his face personally, and turn from our wicked ways. When
we do, he promises his people that he will hear from heaven, forgive our sins, and "heal
their land."
"Heal" translates rapha ("raw-faw"), which means to mend by stitching, repair
thoroughly, bind up what is broken, make whole, restore. "Land" translates erets,
which refers to the ground, a country, and the world. God wants to restore our nation
and planet to himself. When we humble ourselves, pray, seek his face, and turn from
our wicked ways, he will.
Don't be deceived
Our last parable portrays the four ways people have responded to 9/11. It begins: "A
farmer went out to sow his seed" (Matthew 13:3). The Greek original begins with the
word "Behold!", a term used to call attention to something important. What follows is
of the utmost urgency.
And it is delivered by a very common occurrence. Palestinian fields could be sowed in
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the fall or the spring. Sometimes the field was prepared by plowing, and sometimes
the seed was first scattered and then plowed into the ground, as is the case here. Most
likely a farmer in a nearby field alongside the Sea of Galilee began this actual work just
as Jesus began teaching the crowds, and Jesus used him for his text.
The farmer could put his bag of seed on the back of his donkey, cut a hole in it, and let
the seed spill out as the donkey walked along. But more likely he was scattering the
seed by hand, probably wheat or barley seed. We will soon learn that the "seed" being
sown is the word of God (v. 20).
Now Jesus describes the soil which the seed finds. Farmers in the first century did not
plant in tidy rows, but scattered the seed along the ground. The very results Jesus notes
were common. In fact, all four conditions we find in our parable were typical of the
same field, if it was of any size at all.
Some soil typifies the deceived heart: "some fell along the path, and the birds came and
ate it up" (v. 4). The "path" would be the footpath worn by years of farming, as well as
the roads which passed through the farmland. The wind scattered the seed onto these
rock-hard surfaces, where it sat exposed to the birds. Today it is common in the Middle
East to see a large flock of birds following a farmer as he sows his seed, eagerly picking
up every grain which has not sunk into the soil.
Jesus' point is spiritual, as his explanation shows: "When anyone hears the message
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path" (v. 19). By deceiving
those who receive the word of God, the enemy steals away the word of truth.
Has our nation experienced such spiritual deception in the years after 9/11? Shortly
after the tragedy, celebrities took to the airwaves to assure us that Muslims and
Christians worship the same God, that it doesn't matter which religion we follow so
long as we're sincere in our beliefs and tolerant of others. "Postmodernism" has taught
a generation of Americans that truth is individual and subjective. There's just "your
truth" and "my truth."
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Try that worldview with any other dimension of life. It doesn't matter which key you
use to open your car, since they're all the same. It doesn't matter which road you take to
get home, since they all lead to the same destination. It doesn't matter which
medicines you take before going to bed tonight, since they all do the same thing.
The deception of our post-9/11 day is that all religions lead up the same mountain to
the same "higher power." As C. S. Lewis noted, the man who denies the sunrise doesn't
harm the sun.
Don't fall away
Jesus' parable continues to a second agricultural problem: "Some fell on rocky places,
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had
no root" (vs. 5-6). Thin soil is a persistent problem in Palestine, where so much of the
ground is limestone covered with a layer of topsoil.
The seed in this rocky soil "sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow." A week
into the agricultural season, this part of the field looked to be the most productive. The
rocks just beneath the surface of the earth would heat the soil quickly, so that seeds
planted here would germinate. Water and fertilizers on the surface of the soil could
penetrate quickly to the roots of the new plant.
And so the sprout "shot up quickly," to translate the Greek literally. But the sun came
up, as it always does. The sprout in shallow soil could not put down deep roots to trap
the moisture of the ground. And so the plant "withered" and died.
In Jesus' interpretation of the parable he says, "The one who received the seed that fell
on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy" (v. 20).
Unlike the heart hardened by deceptions and distractions from the enemy, this soul
welcomes the word instantly. The "joy" which results is clear and early proof of the
sincerity of this person's faith. Or so we think.
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But nowhere does the Bible say how it feels to become a Christian, or to walk with him.
Our emotions are to be the caboose at the end of the train, not the engine driving it.
Our emotions depend on the pizza we had for dinner, or the weather, or the stock
market, or a million other variables. Do not judge faith by emotions. This sprout had
joy, but not for long.
Judge faith by faithfulness. Jesus warns the person with quick but rootless faith: "since
he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because
of the word, he quickly falls away" (v. 21). "Trouble" translates the word for pressure,
difficulty, stress. It was literally the word for the roller used by Romans to press wheat
into flour.
Such trouble is to be expected by Jesus' followers: "We were under great pressure, far
our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life" (2 Corinthians 1:8). Jesus
warned us: "In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the
world" (John 16:33).
And we will have "persecution." This word speaks to the deliberate infliction of
intentional pain, usually for religious reasons. Some of our struggles as Christians are
the result of a fallen world. Others are the result of fallen people with fallen motives.
Whichever is the source of the struggle, the short-rooted hearer "quickly falls away"
from the faith. The Greek uses the word "immediately." "Falls away" translates the
Greek word for "tripped up," showing not a gradual loss of interest but a sudden
collapse under pressure. The word of God does not collapse under such stress: "The
grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever" (Isaiah 40:8).
But those who do not grow in their faith may soon prove that they do not possess it at
all.
Some 25 million Christians have been killed for their faith in the first 19 centuries after
Christ. More than 45 million believers were martyred in the 20th century—nearly
twice as much as in all previous history combined. In the years since 9/11, persecution
against God's people has risen steadily around the world. Of the 10 nations in which the
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worst Christian persecution exists, eight are Muslim-majority countries.
The number of atheists and agnostics in America has quadrupled over the last 20 years.
The number of "unchurched" people in America (those who have not attended a church
service or event other than a wedding or funeral in the last six months) has increased
from 24% in 1991 to 37% in 2011. Two days after 9/11, the church I pastored in Dallas
was filled with more than 2,000 people from our community as we gathered for an
interdenominational prayer service. Two Sundays later, attendance was back to normal.
For God to redeem 9/11, his people must seek him with renewed purpose and passion.
Have you sought his face today?
Don't worry about money
Some soil in the farmer's field was too hard to receive the seed. Some was too shallow
to give it roots. And some was too filled with weeds to let it live: "Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants" (v. 7).
"Falling among thorns" was a common agricultural problem in Jesus' day. Farmers had
no access to chemicals which would destroy weeds and their root systems. So they had
two remedies. They could plow the field under, which would tear up the growing weeds
but do nothing to their roots. Or they could burn the field, with the same effect. Either
way, the farmer could not see the weeds hiding in the soil where he sowed his seed.
But they were there, and they "grew up and choked the plants." Luke used the same
word translated "choked" for the hogs who rushed into the lake and "were choked" or
drowned (Luke 8:33). What weeds choke us spiritually?
Jesus names two varieties which are especially deadly: the "worries of this life" and the
"deceitfulness of wealth" (v. 22). "Worries of this life" translates the Greek "anxieties of
this age," meaning worldly concerns and interests. The "deceitfulness of wealth"
translates "deceit of riches," the "uncertainty or deceit inherent in wealth."
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Sin is deceitful in its very nature (Hebrews 3:13), and sinful wealth especially so:
"People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and
harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith
and pierced themselves with many griefs" (1 Timothy 6:9-10). Money is not evil, but
pursuing it can be deadly.
As we saw on September 4, the Great Recession was one of the most severe economic
catastrophes in U.S. history. It cost Americans $19.4 trillion, and affected 40% of our
families. Under- and unemployment has risen above 22%. Financial instability in
Europe continues to roil the stock markets, raising the possibility of a second recession.
When Peter found himself on the stormy Sea of Galilee, he was able to walk on the
water until he took his eyes from Jesus to the wind and the waves. In that moment he
sank and would have drowned except for our Lord's power and grace.
Have the financial challenges of these days distracted you from focusing on Jesus? Are
you trusting your boat in the storm, or the One who calms the seas?
Join the Fifth Great Awakening
At last we come to the good news: "Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced
a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown" (v. 8). This "good soil" is
bereft of footpaths, rocks, or weeds. But the farmer cannot know this until the harvest
is in. The success of the soil is not measured by its appearance or its early successes, but
only by its fruitfulness.
The same God who created the earth can make it as fertile as he wishes. And our souls
as well: "I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he
who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow" (1
Corinthians 3:6-7). As he grows our souls into fruitfulness, he uses us to reproduce the
harvest in our culture.
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God is growing his harvest around the world today. A worship movement is sweeping
Australia and churches around the globe. A tribal movement is bringing more people in
Africa to Christ than ever before. When I was in Beijing last year, I learned that 100,000
people come to Jesus every day in the People's Republic of China. More than a million
Cubans have become Christians in the last 10 years.
Now God invites you and me to join this great spiritual movement. He wants to redeem
the tragedy of 9/11 by using it to show us our desperate need of his grace and strength.
If we will humble ourselves and make him our King each day, pray fervently for
awakening to come to our land, seek his face with personal passion, and turn from all
that grieves him in our lives, he will hear us, forgive us, and heal us. He will restore our
nation to himself. And he will have used 9/11 to extend his Kingdom in America and
around the world.
Conclusion
These words are inscribed inside the cover of my Bible:
There is one thing that must never be forgotten. It is as if a king had sent you to a
foreign country with a task to perform. You go and perform many other tasks. But if
you fail to perform the task for which you were sent, it will be as if you had done
nothing at all.
Your Lord has sent you to be make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20), beginning in your city and nation (Acts 1:8). He is redeeming all he allows for his glory and
our good. Do you believe our King can use the tenth anniversary of the worst terrorism
attack in our history to advance his Kingdom?
Dr. S. M. Lockeridge was one of the most profound orators of our day. Listen to his
description of our risen Lord:
He is enduringly strong; he is entirely sincere. He is eternally steadfast; he is immortally
gracious. He is imperially powerful; he is impartially merciful. He is the greatest
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phenomenon that has ever crossed the horizons of the globe. He is God's Son; he is the
sinner's Savior. He is the captive's Ransom; he is the breath of life. He is the centerpiece
of civilization; he stands in the solitude of Himself. He is august and he is unique; he is
unparalleled and he is unprecedented. He is undisputed and he is undefiled; he is
unsurpassed and he is unshakeable. He is the loftiest idea in philosophy; he is the
highest personality in psychology. He is the supreme subject in literature; he is the
fundamental doctrine of theology. He is the Cornerstone and the Capstone. He is the
miracle of the ages.
He is still on his throne. Is he on yours?

F O R P R AY E R
• Pray for the families of the 9/11 victims, for our nation's leaders, for our military, and for
all aﬀected by this tragedy.
• Ask God to redeem the suﬀering we remember today by showing Americans our need of
his help and grace.
• Thank God for what he is doing to bring spiritual awakening to the nations of our world.
Ask his Spirit to bring this great spiritual movement to America, beginning with you.
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