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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Janet Denison is an author, Bible teacher and speaker. You are invited to join those who
enjoy Janet’s weekly blog posts. Subscribe free of charge at www.janetdenison.com.
Janet is the author of Content To Be Good, Called To Be Godly and recently published
her first children’s book. Felix Navidad is a Christmas story about a boy and his donkey,
and their exciting Christmas adventure. The book is written to teach children ages 3-8,
that the greatest gifts are often what they can do for others.
ABOUT DENISON FORUM ON TRUTH AND CULTURE
James C. Denison, Ph.D., is a cultural apologist, building a bridge between faith and
culture by engaging contemporary issues with biblical truth. He founded the Denison
Forum on Truth and Culture in February 2009. Since that time, he has spoken to over
100,000 people. He is the author of seven books, including his most recent, Radical
Islam: What You Need to Know.
Dr. Denison writes a cultural commentary available at www.denisonforum.org. His
free daily commentary is distributed around the world to over 25,000 subscribers in 90
countries. He writes for The Dallas Morning News, contributing weekly to the “Texas
Faith Forum,” and is a guest columnist for The Christian Post. He has also taught world
religions for 25 years with four seminaries. He has spoken in China, Cuba, Brazil,
Australia, Europe, Israel, Greece, Egypt, Bangladesh, and Turkey and served as a
short-term missionary to East Malaysia, in Southeast Asia. He also leads frequent study
tours in Israel, Greece, and Europe.
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SUN DAY, DECEMB ER 2, 2012
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us,
just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses
and servants of the word.
Luke 1:1-2
Luke begins his gospel by assuring the readers that the Christmas story was much more
than a story. People of Luke’s day were interested in knowing the details of Jesus’ life, so many had
tried to “draw up an account.” Luke wants to be certain his readers understand a crucial point. He is
recording the memories of those who were eyewitnesses to the first Christmas, and to Jesus’ life. Not
only is Luke giving us those first-hand accounts, he also makes sure we understand that these
individuals have gone on to serve Jesus and preach his word.
Why is the Christmas story read most often from the gospel of Luke? Many theologians
believe that Luke, a doctor, had been the only person with whom Mary felt comfortable enough to
discuss the details of Christ’s birth. Luke may have spoken with the only “eyewitness” to that first
Christmas, and because of that, we have the Christmas story.
This year, as you read the familiar story, picture an elderly Mary quietly remembering the
birth of her son, God’s son, and all that had taken place before and after. Then understand that, as
the Spirit led, Luke wrote down what God wanted us to know about Christmas. Allow yourself,
through Scripture, to become an “eyewitness” to those moments. And then be a servant of the word.
Share the real story of Christmas with everyone you can this year. Preach Christmas with your words,
with God’s character and God’s priorities, and through the power of his Holy Spirit. Because of Luke,
we can know that Christmas is more than a story and more than a season. Who will better
understand the Christmas story this year because of you?
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Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in
the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.
Luke 1:16-17
Zechariah was standing in the temple at the altar of incense when an angel appeared. The
angel was bringing great news. Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth would have a son and name him
John. The angel told Zechariah that his son would be great in the sight of the Lord. John would be
like the prophet Elijah, sharing the same calling—to turn the hearts of the people back to God. John
the Baptist would preach to the people of the coming Messiah so they would be spiritually prepared
to meet Jesus.
The word repentance literally means to “turn away from” – and repentance would be
necessary for the people to meet their Messiah. The people of John’s day would need to turn away
from many of the religious traditions they knew if they were to walk towards God’s new covenant,
salvation through faith in his Son. Those who accepted the wisdom of John’s preaching would be
righteous and prepared for the Lord.
So what did John preach? He said, “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance” (Luke 3:8).
John told the people that the characteristics of their life should indicate their walk with God. He told
them, “One more powerful than I will come” (Luke 3:16). John didn’t want the people to be
impressed with his life—he wanted them to know Jesus.
Do our lives direct others toward God?
John the Baptist is an important part of the Christmas story and his message is still
important today. People need to turn back to the Lord their God, repent, and live with the wisdom of
a righteous life. The people who listened to John’s message were ready to meet Jesus and helped
others do the same.
Take some time to repent from much that this holiday has become, so you and those that
know you experience Christmas as more than a holiday. May Christmas be a holy day.
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