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Christmas is a time to celebrate the Nativity and Christians around the world look
forward to the season. In the beginning, Christmas was a day devoted to honoring
the birth of Christ. No one knows the actual date of Christ’s birth, although most
believe it was sometime in the spring. That was the time of year when the lambs
were born and the shepherds would have been “in the field, watching their flocks at
night.”
While we don’t know when the church began to celebrate Christ’s birth, we do know
that God’s people had looked forward to his birth for centuries. Israel had been
promised a Messiah and the people trusted that God would keep every promise.
The Old Testament records several Messianic prophecies – all of which were fulfilled
in Christ.
The details surrounding Christ’s birth are a treasured story to each of us but, to the
first century population, Jesus was an unexpected gift that most didn’t know how to
receive. They had looked forward to their Messiah, but did not expect him to be a
baby, born in a manger.
It is still difficult for some people to receive what Jesus was born to give. Maybe that
is why we have a Christmas season – to help others receive the most valuable gift, a
relationship with the baby in the manger.
The Denison Forum offers this Advent book to help you spend a quiet moment each
day, looking forward to Christmas and remembering why the baby in the manger
was God’s promised Messiah.
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“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law” (Galatians 4:4)
Christmas is a season filled with plans. We look forward to the arrival of family – or maybe
a time when we will be guests at someone’s home. There are parties to attend, gifts to buy
and decorations to display. Before Christmas ever became a season to plan, Christmas was
known as the moment God planned – from the beginning.
The Christmas story actually began in the Garden of Eden. The serpent had successfully
tempted Adam and Eve, and they had sinned. Genesis records God’s early plan for Christmas Day. “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15). God planned to
send his Son, to be born of a woman, when Adam and Eve’s sin made that choice necessary. Mary would be the woman whose offspring would crush the head of Satan – and
change the world.
At the perfect time God sent an angel to tell Mary that she would bring a child into the
world. Then the angel assured Joseph that he should take Mary home to be his wife
because her baby had been conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20). A woman
ushered sin into the world and another woman, thousands of years later, would bring a
child into the world who would offer redemption for every sin.
Christmas is a season filled with plans. This first day of the month and first day of Advent
is a good day to make a spiritual plan as well. The Advent season was meant to be a time
of devotion and meditation, much like the Lenten season before Easter. The Church was
taught to pray, fast and prepare their hearts to celebrate the day of Christ’s coming – and
to look forward to the day when Christ would come again. The Advent season was
intended for God’s people to prepare for God’s Son.
God planned the first Christmas and he would like to plan this Christmas season as well,
from the beginning. Each of us is called to lay our plans for this Advent season at God’s feet.
Let’s ask him to bless and prosper our plans and redirect them according to his perfect will.
May this Advent season be filled with God’s plans for Christmas, so that our season is filled
with the presence of Christ.
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“But you, Bethlehem Ephrath, although you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you
will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient
times” (Micah 5:2).
Bethlehem is a small Palestinian city of 25,000 people, located in the West Bank. Its
economy is largely dependent upon tourism. Christian pilgrims have traveled to the city
throughout history because Micah’s prophesy came to pass. Jesus, the ruler over Israel,
whose origins were before the beginning of time, was born there.
When God chose to send his Son, he sent him to a small town. Micah prophesied about
600 years before Christ’s birth and was a contemporary of Isaiah. But while Isaiah spent his
time in Jerusalem, Micah preached to the small towns. Their message was the same: God
would certainly judge, but one day he would send the Messiah. Micah prophesied that
the Messiah would come from the small, insignificant town of Bethlehem. Christ’s birth is
the reason Bethlehem achieved importance and remains significant today.
Christians are people who have been born again and filled with God’s Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is the presence, power and person of Jesus Christ – alive and active in the world
today. You and I were like the small, insignificant town of Bethlehem – before Christ. Now,
every place we go, Jesus goes, because we carry him there. Our greatest significance is the
fact that Christ is present, in us.
This is the opportunity before you today: every place you go today will be significant – if
you will allow the presence of Christ to be visible in you. Bethlehem was a small, unimportant town until Jesus came, and it will never be insignificant again. What places will
you look forward to bringing the Messiah today?
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