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“Christmas was a season of song that wrapped itself
about you like a shawl. But it warmed more than your
body. It warmed your heart...filled it, too, with melody
that would last forever.”
		

-Bess Streeter Aldrich

Foreword
Plato said, “Music and rhythm find their way into the secret places of
the soul.” Those words are never truer than at Christmas time.
Music unites people, moves people and touches their hearts and
minds. Essays and books have been written describing the power
of music to change moods, lift spirits and even bring healing to
people’s lives.
Christmas has become a season of changing traditions and
remembering traditions. Churches are crowded and people
want to sing the music from Christmases past, comforted by and
enjoying their memories.
The familiar lyrics are often sung with joy, but not always with
great thought to their message. This Advent season we will look
at the lyrics of Christmas with renewed interest. The Christmas
hymns have been preserved because the lyrics were inspired by
God’s Spirit, through people of faith.
Music is a powerful way to communicate the gospel. Christmas is
the season to celebrate Christ’s birth. Holiday music will play in
churches, in malls, in restaurants and in concert halls throughout
the city. But are people really listening to the message of those
familiar songs?
The Advent season is a time to celebrate the birth of Christ
and devote each day to honoring him as Emmanuel, God with us.
Our prayer is that the lyrics of Christmas will remind you and
move you to worship our Savior each day. Jesus: God’s perfect
gift of love.
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Christians, awake, salute the happy morn
Whereon the Savior of the world was born.
Rise to adore the mystery of love
Which hosts of angels chanted from above,
With them the joyful tidings first begun
Of God incarnate and the virgin’s Son.
Then may we hope, th’angelic hosts among,
To sing, redeemed, a glad triumphal song.
He that was born upon this joyful day
Around us all His glory shall display.
Saved by His love, incessantly we sing
Eternal praise to Heav’n’s almighty King.
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Christians Awake
Sunday, November 30
Today is the first Sunday of Advent. People will arrive at church today
grateful for the time they spent with families and friends, gathered around
the Thanksgiving table. Some will arrive tired from a day of decorating, or
shopping, or some of both.
But this morning, this day of worship, this first Sunday of Advent, should
be solely about Jesus. We should go to worship today, awake and ready to
rise and adore God incarnate, the virgin’s Son.
John Byrom wrote those words as a gift to his daughter, Dolly. The
hymn was written and placed in an envelope under the tree for Christmas
day because that was the gift that Dolly had requested. In 1745, Byrom
was playing with Dolly, who was a special needs child. Byrom was a
significant landowner, a respected author and had great wealth. But none
of his possessions could purchase what his daughter most needed. Dolly’s
dad wanted her to know that Christmas Day was a morning to remember
that Jesus was born to give hope, bring joy and to provide salvation by his
love. Byrom wrote: incessantly we sing, Eternal praise to Heaven’s almighty King.
It is the first Sunday of Advent and our world needs Awakening. A lot
of people will go to the mall today instead of church. A lot of people will
attend church, but never truly worship. This first Sunday of the season
when you stand to sing, rise to adore the mystery of love; Which hosts of angels
chanted from above; With them the joyful tidings first begun; Of God incarnate and the
virgin’s Son.
As you sing, think of the lyrics of each song and make them an offering of
love to God. Thank him for Christmas – thank him for Jesus. Walk into
church today awake because you choose to incessantly worship the One who
deserves all our praise.
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O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
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O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel
Monday, December 1

John Mason Neale composed his hymn, hoping to unify the Catholic
Church and the Church of England with the common knowledge that the
Advent season was a time to look forward to the birth of their Messiah,
Jesus. Emmanuel came for everyone.
Israel had been held captive by conquering nations for much of her
history. They looked forward to the time when their Messiah would
come, and ransom those in exile. Their Messiah did come, to a stable
in Bethlehem, an unlikely place for the Son of God to appear. Most of
Israel would not receive their ransom because they did not celebrate their
Messiah. They wanted an earthly king to ransom and improve their
earthly lives. Jesus, our Day-spring, paid the ransom for our earthly lives
and provided salvation instead.
The word “Day-spring” means the rising of the sun, a new day dawning.
The Advent season is a time to look forward to celebrating Christ’s
birth. Jesus was a new beginning for the people of Israel, for all of God’s
creation. Israel was given a New Covenant relationship with God, through
his Son.
Each day people receive Jesus as their Savior and receive God’s Holy
Spirit. God’s Spirit is Emmanuel, God with us. As you begin the Advent
season, rejoice that you understand “the reason for the season.” Rejoice
that Jesus is with you, every moment of every day. He came to give you an
abundant life (John 10:10).
Each day of this holy holiday, rejoice, praising and worshiping the triune
God for coming to ransom you and save you. Spend quiet moments each
day of the Advent season praising and praying, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
Then rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee – to God’s people, his Israel.
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