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Intro
Saint Augustine said, “Miracles are not contrary to nature but only contrary to what we
know about nature.” It is not possible to accept the Christmas story as truth if we don’t
believe God works miracles. Mary heard the angel say, “You will conceive and give birth
to a son, and you are to call him Jesus” (Luke 1:31). She responded saying, “How will
this be, since I am a virgin?” (Luke 1:34) Christmas would never have existed apart from
God’s miraculous work.
Theologian Wayne Grudem wrote a wonderful definition for the miraculous. He said, “A
miracle is a less common kind of God’s activity in which he arouses people’s awe and
wonder and bears witness to himself” (Systematic Theology, chapter 52). Christmas is
a season to remember a miraculous, unique moment in human history, when God chose
to express his love for mankind in an unnatural and uncommon way. “The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14 NIV). God became man that first Christmas and the
world was forever changed.
This Advent devotional is written to help you reflect on, rejoice in and recommit your
life to the God who does miracles. God orchestrated the miraculous events of Christmas,
and He has continued throughout history to act in ways that cannot be explained by the
natural order of this world.
We serve the King, who exists and rules in the realm of heaven while continuing his
redemptive work on Earth. This Advent devotional is written to provide you a few
moments each day to reflect on Holy God, the Creator of Christmas. May we give our
worship and praise to the God who works miracles.

“Christmas is a season to remember a
miraculous, unique moment in human history,
when God chose to express his love for mankind
in an unnatural and uncommon way.”
				– Wayne Grudem
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A Thanksgiving Miracle
New York Police Officer Brandon Rola doesn’t know why or how he saw the end of a
shovel sticking out of an enormous mound of snow in the middle of the night, but he
did. He ran to the shovel and started digging. He and other officers had been searching
for two missing boys. The boys had told their families hours earlier, the evening before
Thanksgiving, that they were going outside to play. When darkness came and they had
not returned home, their parents called the police.
The boys had discovered a large mound of snow, piled high by the snowplows that had
been working to clear roads for the holiday travelers. The huge mound seemed a perfect
spot to the boys and they began to build their snow fort. They had not yet finished their
fort when the snowplow returned and, not knowing there were boys playing on the other
side, added more snow to the pile.
Officer Rola said later that he didn’t know why he was drawn to that big pile of snow,
and how he glimpsed the end of the shovel in the dark. But he pulled it out and was
compelled to start digging. Before long he saw a snow boot and feared the worst, but
miraculously the boot began to move. Officer Rola began to feverishly dig and shout for
help. Soon his fellow officers and several neighbors joined the work. Both boys were
uncovered in an air pocket their fort had created, very cold but otherwise fine.
Thanksgiving Day took on a new and powerful meaning in the homes of each person
involved in the search and rescue that night. Officer Rola believed he had been part of a
miracle and shared that story with the local and national news the next day.
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Sunday, November 29, 2015
Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Most of us still have a few leftovers remaining
from our Thanksgiving meals but the Christmas season has already begun with its
shopping frenzy. Thanksgiving is often overshadowed by the emphasis our culture
places on Christmas.
Today as we sit in church, let’s remember that gratitude is a perfect way to begin the
Advent season. Before this day is over, we should take time to consider and count our
blessings. Let’s give thanks to the God who provides his children everything we have,
forgives what we often become, and knows and loves us for who we will one day be. We
are greatly loved by the One we worship this first day of the Advent season.
Christmas is about praising God for the gift of Jesus, the gift of Christmas. Nothing is
more worthy of our gratitude than the precious gift of our Messiah. At Christmas, we
remember that God came searching for us so that he could save us.
I imagine Thanksgiving will never be a forgotten holiday for the families of those boys
trapped in the snow or for those officers and neighbors who help to save them. God’s
children should remember the miracles of Christmas for that same reason.
What are you thankful for this first Sunday of Advent? As you take your spot in church
today, praise the name of Jesus. Exalt the King of Christmas. May our worship be a
fragrant offering we lay at the feet of our Holy God who saved us.
On the calendar, Thanksgiving leads to Christmas, the birth of our Savior. How will you
offer thanks for your salvation today?

Let’s give thanks to the God who provides his
children everything we have, forgives what we often
become, and knows and loves us for who we will
one day be.
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Miracles in the Mundane
A mom looked across the table and watched as her children munched their Cheerios.
Anyone else who viewed her breakfast table would notice nothing unusual, but this
mom saw a miracle.
Her daughter had been diagnosed with “oral aversion.” She was afraid of any sensation
of a solid in her mouth and feared swallowing anything that was not a liquid. It had taken
a lot of therapy, patience and love but now her daughter would eat Cheerios, softened by
applesauce until they were soggy. The mom captured a quick picture with her cell phone
to mark the big day.
Her morning would have seemed mundane to most mothers, but it was a miracle to that
mom because she knew the whole story. The first step towards the rest of her daughter’s
life was a soggy bowl of Cheerios.
Miracles are not always noticeable to the rest of the world. Events take place every day
that change people’s lives. An event we view as mundane might actually be the beginning
of someone’s salvation.

Can any act of God be considered mundane? God
made this day and somewhere, to someone, this
Monday will become a miracle.
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Monday, November 30, 2015
It is the Monday after Thanksgiving. Back to school, back to work, and back to a busy
schedule that will occasionally be made chaotic by the rush of the holiday season. Maybe
lists line your desk, cover your kitchen counter, or simply run through your mind. Is it a
mundane Monday? With God, there is no such thing.
What was Mary doing the day God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth? We don’t know
that answer. The Bible simply says, “The angel went to her saying, ‘Greetings, you who
are highly favored! The Lord is with you’” (Luke 1:28). According to Luke, Mary was
“greatly troubled” by the greeting. Then the angel Gabriel said, “Do not be afraid, Mary;
you have found favor with God” (v 30).
Every Christian is blessed to receive that same message from God today. Because of our
faith in Jesus, we are highly favored. Through the Holy Spirit, God indwells us, with us
every moment of every day. We have nothing to fear because we have favor with God.
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).
Can any act of God be considered mundane? God made this day and somewhere, to
someone, this Monday will become a miracle. Someone today will learn the true meaning
of Christmas and celebrate this Christmas as a child of God for the first time. The rest of
the world might not notice, but for that person this will be the most important Monday
of his or her life.
The Lord made this Monday so there is nothing mundane about it. Let’s live it for God’s
Kingdom purpose. Maybe this Monday will bring the miracle of salvation to someone
you know. Mundane is simply a moment that hasn’t yet found the power and presence
of the miraculous.

7

A Santa Who Prayed
Mark Leonard, a professional Santa, was at work in the Mayfield Mall in Wisconsin when
a little boy and his grandmother came for a visit. He put the little boy on his lap and asked
him what he wanted for Christmas. When the little boy finished, Mark asked about the
picture he was gripping in his hand. The little boy told him about his sister, Sarah, who
was in the local children’s hospital. Sarah had been very disappointed to learn that she
wouldn’t be able to go and visit Santa that day.
Santa said a few kind words, put the boy down and sent him to get his treat from the
elves. He smiled at the grandmother, who was dabbing her eyes. Quickly the grandmother
approached him and said, “I probably shouldn’t ask, but my granddaughter has leukemia
and isn’t expected to survive until Christmas. Is there any way you might be able to stop
by the hospital and see her? The only thing she has asked for is a visit with Santa.”
Mark told the grandmother he would try. He didn’t get off work until later that day and
had a family waiting for him at home. Mark saw many other children that day but couldn’t
stop thinking about little Sarah. When he got off duty he knew he would need to call his
family, miss dinner with them, and make that hospital visit.
“Santa” squealed Sarah. It was the most alert she had been all day. Mark blinked away
tears as he saw a little girl—the same age as his son—pale, sick, and with only a few
strands of her blonde hair left. He visited with Sarah, listening to all the things she hoped
to get for Christmas. He was about to leave when he felt compelled to sit back down on
the bed. He asked Sarah and her family if he could pray for them before he left.
Mark asked God to heal Sarah so that she could get strong and well. He prayed that next
year she would be able to come visit with him at the mall. He asked the Lord to give them
all a wonderful Christmas. When he had finished praying, he gave the family hugs as
they wiped tears from their faces. When Mark walked into his own home that evening, he
thought of Sarah as he bent down to hug his own son.
The next year, Santa was once again seated in his place and listening to the children’s
Christmas lists. A little girl climbed into his lap and said, “Santa, do you remember me?”
Mark answered, “Of course I do,” because that’s what Santa is supposed to say. As she
began to speak, he realized who it was seated on his lap. The blue eyes he remembered
now shone from the face of a blonde, curly headed, beautiful healthy girl. He glanced up
to see Sarah’s entire family smiling at him as they dabbed joyful tears. Sarah was strong
and well again, cancer free.
Mark’s wife put that story on the Internet and many have read about the Santa who prayed
and the God who answered.
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Tuesday, December 1, 2015
Christmas is called the season of giving. Hours are spent planning and shopping for
perfect gifts to give people who already have more stuff than they need. The Christmas
season is stuffed with stuff that people will just stuff in a closet that is already stuffed too
full of stuff. Maybe we should do some other stuff instead?
I wish God gave us a “stuffometer” that indicated the stuff he would like us to do, and the
stuff he would rather we stuff in the “Stuff That Will Never Happen” box. I’m pretty sure
that I should have packed that box full of stuff by now.
There are few things more annoying than a stuffy nose, but one of those more annoying
things should be a stuffy life. Both tend to run at all the wrong times. Does this stuff
sound like the stuff in your life?
Mary had plenty of stuff to do. She was planning her new life with Joseph. The angel’s
visit changed everything when he said, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God” (Luke 1:35). Mary was told that through the power of the Holy Spirit, she would
become the mother of the long-awaited Messiah.
Young Jewish girls were taught to ask God for this privilege. They had no way to know
what they were truly asking of God and themselves. In that moment Mary could have
thought of herself and all of the stuff she had planned to do. Instead, Mary answered, “I
am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled” (v. 38).
Christmas is the season for giving, but the most important gifts we give this year will
probably not be wrapped under a tree. Mark worked as a mall Santa because that provided
his family with money for the Christmas holiday. The most important gifts he gave that
Christmas were the gifts of his time and his Spirit-led prayers. Mark prayed for Sarah’s
healing and those prayers became God’s miraculous answer.
What stuff will you be doing when God interrupts your plans and asks you to be his
Spirit-filled servant in someone’s life? Will you be too busy with what you think is the
right stuff or will you do the God stuff instead?
Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” I like to think
God smiled that day and said, “Way to serve, Mary. That’s the stuff.”
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The Miracle of Grace
Brennan Manning was a Franciscan priest who struggled to obey the rules. He was an
alcoholic who desperately tried not to drink. A contemplative theologian, he dedicated his
ministry to helping Christians remember that everyone needs the grace of God. Manning
authored several books and is often quoted from pulpits across the world. Yet, in many
ways, Manning is most profound because of his paradoxical relationship with the
Lord and others.
In his best seller, The Ragamuffin Gospel, he wrote, “My deepest awareness of myself is
that I am deeply loved by Jesus Christ and I have done nothing to earn it or deserve it.”
That is the grace that Brennan Manning lived with, wrote about and taught others. But
Manning didn’t find God one day and live the rest of his life with glorious, Spirit-led
discipline. No one does.
The Ragamuffin Gospel was published in 1990 and has since been widely read. Brennon
Manning’s words of grace convicted Christians around the world. Paradoxically, Manning
was interviewed by Christianity Today in 2005, following Hurricane Katrina. He told
several stories about people he had helped in the devastation that followed the storm. The
magazine published the story and later printed this retraction. “We regret to inform our
readers that, following this on-the-record conversation, Brennan Manning called our office
to apologize. He reiterated that he had been “disoriented, confused, and depressed” lately
and that certain details he provided were not true.” Manning had suffered a relapse. That
is why he stayed in New Orleans when the storm approached. Later he admitted he
had helped no one.
Manning once wrote, “In Love’s service, only wounded soldiers can serve” (Abba’s Child,
2002). The great miracle of this season is that we have done nothing to deserve Christmas
because we have done nothing to deserve Christ. Every Christian that celebrates Christ
does so with imperfection.
Brennan Manning was speaking about this time of year when he said, “Christmas means
that God has given us nothing less than himself and his name is Jesus Christ . . . Don’t
come with a thimble when God has nothing less to give you than an ocean of himself.
Don’t be content with a ‘nice’ Christmas when Jesus says, ‘It has pleased my Father to
give you a Kingdom.’” God wants to give us more than we can imagine this Christmas
season. Will we settle for less because we know we deserve less?
Manning passed away in April of 2013. He is remembered for the imperfect life he
lived that taught him and his readers about the perfection of our Holy God. If he wrote a
Christmas card to us this year it might include his definition of a miracle. He once said,
“How glorious the splendor of a human heart that trusts that it is loved!”
The miracle of Christmas is that we are greatly loved. Allow God to give you his best this
Christmas, not because you deserve it, but because his grace wants to give it.

10

Wednesday, December 2, 2015
The lots fell to Zechariah and he entered the temple to perform the priestly duties for that
day. He was at the altar when the angel, Gabriel, appeared. The Bible says Zechariah was
“startled and gripped with fear” (Luke 1:12).
Gabriel said, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. He will be a joy and delight
to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth” (Luke 1:13-14). The angel went on to
explain that he should raise John as a Nazarite priest because he would preach about the
coming of the Messiah.
Zechariah’s response to the angel is what he is often most remembered for. He asked the
angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.”
Those were the last words Zechariah would speak until his son, John, was born.
Christmas is as much about the imperfect faith of Zechariah as it is the seemingly perfect
faith of Mary and Joseph. None of us has a perfect faith, but none of us should believe
ourselves imperfect either. Zechariah saw Gabriel and questioned his message. Mary saw
Gabriel and said, “I am the Lord’s servant” (Luke 1:38).
We will have the chance this Christmas season to respond to the doubts of the people
around us. We will have the chance to respond to the sinful things the culture has brought
into a sacred holiday. We will have the chance to respond to the Lord’s calling in our lives.
Will we respond with doubt or with faith? Either way, God will respond to us with grace
and love, and sometimes with grace-loving discipline.
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines a miracle as: an unusual or wonderful event that
is believed to be caused by the power of God. Brennan Manning would probably believe
that definition to be incorrect. He suffered depression, alcoholism, and a number of failed
relationships in his life. On occasion, he struggled with a failed relationship with God.
Manning would say that every day he walked with God, secure in his love, was a miracle.
Most of us have asked God for a miracle at some point in our journey of faith. Did that
prayer cause you to know God more, or to doubt him? Either way, God loves you with a
perfect, profound love. He can’t love you with anything less.
God’s loving grace is the miracle of Christmas. Though wonderful, it might have stopped
feeling unusual. When you doubt God’s love, just look into the manger and see the proof
looking back at you.
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God’s Favor and Blessing
Kelly was eight months pregnant with her third child and excited to visit the doctor for
an ultrasound. Several minutes into the procedure the technician grew very quiet. Kelly
had seen arms, legs, and a beating heart, but she could tell from the expression on the
woman’s face that something was not right. Kelly worried as she dressed and got ready to
go home. The next day the doctor called and asked Kelly to return for another ultrasound
because the radiologist had noticed a problem with the baby’s spine.
Once again, Kelly watched her baby in the monitor as the technician and doctor studied
the results. The doctor told her that a portion of the baby’s spine was exposed and it was
possible the baby would be born facing surgery and other difficulties.
Kelly went home and prayed. In her words, “I prayed ever so humble to my Heavenly
Father to make sure my son would be OK.” Kelly went for one last ultrasound before the
baby’s birth and that day, the doctor found nothing wrong. The radiologist and the doctor
were both amazed and could offer no explanation for the change.
When Isaac was born there was a bright red birthmark at the spot where his spine had
been protruding. Kelly wrote, “I have been to church ever since and I know God is real.”

Any circumstance can be redeemed by God
for his higher purpose.
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Thursday, December 3, 2015
Mary hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea and called out a greeting to Elizabeth
as she entered her home. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s voice her baby leapt inside her
womb and the elderly woman was filled with the Holy Spirit. Elizabeth looked at Mary
and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But
why am I so favored that the mother of my Lord should come to me” (Luke 1:42-43)?
Elizabeth then told Mary how her baby had leapt with joy at the sound of her voice.
Elizabeth and Mary were greatly favored by God. They, and their children, had an
important Kingdom purpose. That purpose would be the great blessing to their lives and
to the lives of others.
Most of us want a blessed Christmas but we often define “blessing” a little
differently than God does. Why did God find favor with Mary and Elizabeth? How
did he bless them?
Mary was un-wed and pregnant. That would not seem a blessing to most people but Mary
knew her pregnancy was the result of a divine conception. Elizabeth was elderly and
pregnant for the first time. She knew she had been blessed because the baby she carried
had been called to a special Kingdom purpose. Both of these mothers were giving birth to
sons who would be martyred at a young age because of their calling. The phrase “mixed
blessing” may seem more accurate, but that would be untrue. God’s blessings are never
less than perfect.
Any circumstance can be redeemed by God for his higher purpose. Every divine blessing
is a circumstance that the sovereign God has placed in our lives so he can call us to his
higher purpose. It might seem a “mixed blessing” but it is a perfect blessing.
Elizabeth told Mary, “Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his
promises to her” (Luke 1:45)! Do you believe the promises of God? If so, you are
divinely blessed and able to serve God’s Kingdom purpose for this Christmas season
and the days beyond. How will you find favor with God this year and what will be your
perfect blessing? Pray for the wisdom to be ready.
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He Has Done Great Things
Annette began smoking when she was nine years old. As her 50th birthday approached
she was forced to face some hard facts. In addition to smoking, she had also become
dependent on alcohol as a way of coping with the loss of her mother. Annette believed
that if she didn’t make changes in her life, she would not live much longer.
Annette’s husband shared her addictions and both of them decided to make a spiritual
commitment to be good stewards of the lives God had given them. They prayed together,
asking and believing that the Lord would deliver them from their weaknesses.
Annette and her husband began to work out together and study God’s word with one
another twice a day. They quit smoking and stopped consuming alcohol. After just one
month, they began to feel health returning to their bodies. God heard their prayers,
strengthened their souls and did a great work in their lives.
Annette wrote this simple prayer: Thank you Lord for giving your only begotten Son for a
wretch like me. I am truly thankful for your mercies.

There are so many good things we can do this
time of the year. What are the great things that
will bring us, and others, true Christmas joy?
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Friday, December 4, 2015
We are encouraged to help many people at Christmastime, and rightfully so. The media,
the workplace, and our daily mail provide us with charitable opportunities, and it is up to
us to decide what to give and to whom. It is good to give gifts, especially at Christmas.
Annette’s story is a strong reminder of the greatest needs in this life. Toys are fun on
Christmas morning but often forgotten by the New Year’s celebration. We live in a culture
of plenty and are led to believe that happiness is having just a little more. Material needs
are not the greatest needs in most of our lives. In fact, material things often serve as a
distraction from things more important.
Mary’s song is a favorite Christmas passage and one of the best examples of joy in
Scripture. Mary rejoiced because she was pregnant with God’s Son, the Messiah. She
said, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will
call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name”
(Luke 1:46-49).
Mary understood that she had been greatly blessed. God had gifted her with the purpose
of bearing the world a Messiah. Mary’s heart and soul overflowed with her love and
amazement of God. God had chosen her, a humble peasant girl, for the highest honor.
Our churches are full, especially this time of year, with people who know about God but
don’t yet know the joy of experiencing his wondrous power in their lives. God does great
things—because he is holy. It is good to give gifts to brighten someone’s holiday. How
much better to give the great things that fill a person’s soul with the eternal joy of God!
When Annette and her husband sought the strength of God, he redeemed them from a life
controlled by addictions. Mary, a humble young woman, was blessed to give birth to the
Son of God. The Mighty One has a plan for our lives as well.
There are so many good things we can do this time of the year. What are the great things
that will bring us, and others, true Christmas joy? Ask God—because he is mindful of his
servants and ready to do great things.
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No Circumstantial Peace
A few days before Easter in 1993, Ema McKinley lost her balance and fell from a storage
loft at work. Her foot was wedged between two boxes, and she hung upside down until a
coworker found her and called 911. Ema did not regain conciousness until the next day.
The accident left Ema with chronic pain and she required daily care. “Eventually that pain
got so bad in that foot and in the left hand that the foot started to grow crooked,” says
Ema. Ema’s left hand closed into a fist and her neck and spine began to twist her body
into an unnatural and painful position. Ema’s son Jason watched his mother struggle for
eighteen years. He said, “It was difficult to see her just doing daily things. You could see
the pain in her face.”
Through the years people who came to know Ema noticed her amazing capacity for
peace and joy, in spite of her pain. Her caregiver said, “No matter how rough her life
was physically she’s always had a bright smile on her face and always been so warm and
encouraging, and the other thing I’ve never seen waver is her faith.”
One year, blood clots formed in her legs, but Ema refused the doctor’s advice to have her
legs amputated. She said, “I kept pressing forward each and every day, knowing that Jesus
was going to give me that strength; that He was going to be there for me and He never let
me down. He was there for me.”
Ema fell from her wheelchair the evening before Christmas Eve, 2011. She lay on the
floor for hours praying and crying out to Jesus to help her. Ema says that Jesus came into
her room and reached out to touch her. She told the interviewer that she had been on the
floor almost eight hours when she saw a white robe, so bright that she could not look at it
for very long. Ema said Jesus touched her foot and worked on it until she felt it begin to
straighten. Then Jesus did the same for her back and her hand. Finally, Jesus came to her,
knelt down and lifted her to her feet.
Ema’s son, Jason, and his family arrived a few hours later, on Christmas Eve, to celebrate
the holiday. Jason said that he will always remember arriving at the house and seeing his
mom walk down the hall towards him. He had not seen her walk for many years. Jason
said his mom is a miracle of hope, not just for their family but for everyone who would
hear the story.
“Jesus has never let me down,” said Ema. “He has always been there for me. In His Word
it says He will never leave us or forsake us and I knew that and I trust His word. I’m no
longer the crooked lady with the broken body in the wheelchair. I’m known as the lady
with the Christmas miracle!”
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Saturday, December 5, 2015
Mary’s Song is recorded in Luke, chapter 1. Her words of joy and her description of God
have encouraged Christians across the centuries. Mary said, “His mercy extends to those
who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his
arm” (Luke 2:50-51).
Everyone reading Mary’s words today is aware of at least one person in need of a
Christmas miracle. God performs mighty deeds with his arm and no miracle is too
difficult for our Creator. That is why it is difficult to understand why most of the miracles
we ask of God don’t seem to happen.
Theologian Wayne Grudem accurately defines a miracle as “a less common kind of God’s
activity in which he arouses people’s awe and wonder and bears witness to himself”
(Systematic Theology, chapter 52). God is always capable of a miracle but it is not his
usual activity. That is a difficult truth for people who are begging him for the miracle
they need and want.
The great challenge every Christian must face is attempting to understand why a God
who is able to heal chooses not to. Every pastor must enter rooms and look into grieving
faces knowing he has no satisfactory explanation to offer. Human beings are unable to
understand God, so we will always struggle with the moments it feels like He has let us
down. God can do miracles, but he usually does not.
God answered my confusion in this way. I had prayed for a wonderful, godly woman for
months. She was dying of cancer and the only thing she wanted was to live long enough
to see her first grandchild. I prayed for that request over and over, but she passed away
two weeks before that baby was born. I prayed again, angry, disappointed, and confused
that God would have allowed those circumstances. Two weeks did not seem like too much
to ask! I held a God-grudge for a while. As I prayed my way to the end of that tunnel, I
emerged having learned a lesson that has strengthened my soul for many years.
My prayers to understand what God had allowed were not going to be answered. It is
impossible for a fallen, earthly mind to understand the perfect Almighty God. The prayers
God answered were those I asked at the end of the God-grudge journey. I began to ask
God for the strength I needed to accept what he had allowed. I wanted to love him again
like I knew I needed to—and he was quick to bring the peace I needed.
Pray for miracles knowing that God is able to do “mighty deeds.” But if the earthly
miracle never comes, pray for God to teach you and strengthen you so that you can accept
his ways as perfect, and love him with a profound and trusting love. Often, peace and joy
on earth are the miracles God provides.
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A Good Man with a Good Heart
A husband and wife held hands as the doctor informed them that their second son had
been born with multiple holes in his heart and a missing heart valve. Two months later
the baby had open-heart surgery and the doctor inserted a shunt in the place where the
valve was missing. They hoped the shunt would enable the baby to live until the age of
four, at which time they could replace the valve with a more permanent solution. Their
son passed away at the age of 8 months.
Four years later they were once again expecting a son. In her fifth month of pregnancy
the doctor discovered that once again, the baby’s heart was missing a valve. As his wife
wept the husband placed his hand over their unborn baby and prayed, asking God to
miraculously heal their son’s heart.
The doctor referred them to a larger Children’s Hospital in a nearby city and an
appointment was scheduled for ten days later. The husband returned home, confident that
God would heal their child. He had joy as he continued to go to work, play with their first
son, and go about his daily tasks. He slept soundly at night, filled with a great peace. His
wife, on the other hand, said that she could barely function for ten days. She wanted to
have faith but admitted not feeling even a mustard seed’s worth.
When the doctor pointed out the fourth valve in her son’s heart, she didn’t believe him.
He pulled another doctor into the examining room who confirmed the diagnosis as he
circled all four valves on the monitor. The expectant mom said, “It was only then that I
realized the miracle that had taken place.”
Their son is now a healthy twenty-year-old, and she describes him as “a good
kid with a good heart.”

The Christmas story is full of miracles, but it is
more than a story. The miracles really happened.
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Sunday, December 6, 2015
When Elizabeth gave birth to her son, “her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord
had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy” (Luke 1:58). Elizabeth had been
barren for years and no one had expected her to ever have a child.
On the eighth day, in accordance with the Jewish law, Zechariah and Elizabeth went to
the temple to have their baby circumcised and give him a name. Everyone in the crowd
assumed he would be named after his father, Zechariah, but Elizabeth spoke up and said
that he would be called John.
Apparently there was some discussion about this by friends and family, probably
concerned because Zechariah was still unable to speak. He had not uttered a word since
the moment months before when he had stood at the altar, doubting the words of the angel
Gabriel. Zechariah asked for a writing tablet and wrote the words, “His name is John.”
Luke says, “Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began
to speak, praising God. All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill
country of Judea people were talking about all these things” (1:64-65). “Everyone who
heard this wondered about it, asking, ‘What then is this child going to be?’ For the Lord’s
hand was with him” (v. 66).
The Christmas story is familiar and most often told from a current point of view, looking
back on events that took place thousands of years ago. Imagine being a friend or family
member, standing in the temple as the elderly Elizabeth and voiceless Zechariah handed
their son to the priest. Hear the murmured voices saying, “What did she say? His name
is John! That can’t be right. They will never have another child at their age and their
only son must carry the family name. If Zechariah could speak, he would never allow
this!” Imagine the shock when he held up the tablet saying otherwise. Think about the
moment he spoke again and praised God for all that had happened. Zechariah had no
more doubts about his conversation with Gabriel!
How important it is to remember that Luke, Chapter 1, is not a story—it is Scripture. It
is truth. It is Christian history. As you sit in church today, don’t hear the passages read
as simply “familiar words.” We call the Bible the Word of God; hear God speak his
message to you.
This tiny baby grew up to be called John the Baptist. He became a “good man with a
good heart,” too. John the Baptist was as genuine a human being two thousand years ago
as is the healthy baby God gave to that couple two decades ago.
The Christmas story is full of miracles, but it is more than a story. The miracles really
happened. As you sing Christmas carols this morning and bow your head to pray,
remember Jesus is real and waiting to receive your praise. Enjoy spending time today
with the greatest miracle of God, his Son.
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Ready to Go Home
Josh Childers was three years old the day he decided to walk to his grandmother’s house.
His family lived in a mobile home on the edge of the Mark Twain National Forest in
Missouri. He left wearing only jeans and a lightweight shirt and quickly became lost
in the dense woods.
Josh wandered for 50 hours in some of the most dangerous terrain in the state. The
temperature dropped to 40 degrees each night and the rain was torrential at times. Quietly,
people began to give up hope. In addition to the horrible weather, the woods were
inhabited with bears and coyotes.
John Brown, a construction worker, received a phone call telling him not to come into
work that day because of the rain. He had no other plans, so after hearing the report about
the missing boy, he decided to spend some time looking for him. Before long he realized
that he too was lost. He decided he should head in one direction and walk until he
came to a road.
As he was walking he saw two dogs lying on the ground and then noticed the small boy
curled up between them. He walked over to little Josh and said, “Are you ready to go
home?” Josh raised his little arms toward John and said, “I’m ready.”

The Lord is still at work offering salvation to
all people and enabling his children to serve
him in holiness and righteousness.
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Monday, December 7, 2015
Matthew 1:67-79 is a passage often referred to as Zechariah’s Song. Zechariah has a son
in his old age that he knows is a blessing from God. Zechariah is now able to speak and
voices his words of praise to God. He praises God because:
• God has come to his people and redeemed them
• He has raised up a horn of salvation in the house of David
• He has saved God’s people from their enemies
• He has shown mercy and remembered his holy covenant
• He has enabled his people to serve him in holiness and righteousness
Zechariah then praises the Lord for his miraculous son, John saying:
• He will be called a prophet of the Most High
• He will prepare the way for the Lord
• He will give his people knowledge of salvation by forgiveness of their sin
Zechariah finishes by praising God because:
• Of his tender mercies
• The rising sun comes from heaven to shine on those living in the dark
• God guides our feet into the path of peace
The passage concludes saying, “And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he
lived in the wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel” (Matthew 1:80).
This Monday morning, as the busy week begins, remember that the Holy God Zechariah
praised is still on his throne. The Lord is still at work offering salvation to all people and
enabling his children to serve him in holiness and righteousness.
All around us today people are wandering in this world and Scripture would tell us they
are “lost.” God’s people need to remember that the same Spirit that empowered John the
Baptist to serve, is the same Spirit that indwells and empowers us today. God has enabled
us to serve him in holiness and righteousness.
Pray that God will guide you to a lost soul and ask, “Are you ready to go home?” The
great joy of your Christmas season might be when they say. “I’m ready.”
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A Fearless Christmas
Denise heard the pounding on the door and rushed to open it. Juan was outside pointing
to the once dormant volcano, Popocatepetl, now spewing smoke and lava. Denise and
her family lived twenty miles away but knew there were villages in danger. She prayed
for Francisco, the man who had supplied the lumber for their home, knowing his family
would be in trouble.
A few hours later Francisco arrived at their gate, his family in the cab of his large truck.
Francisco said, “My family was in danger and we knew that you love God. Can you allow
us to stay with you until the danger is over?”
Denise instantly began worrying about all that would be necessary to accommodate
Francisco’s family, but knew that they would, of course, need to help. Denise and
her husband opened their gate and the truck pulled in. Neither was prepared for
what happened next.
Francisco pulled the tarp from the back of the truck and more than thirty people began
to climb out. Immediately, Francisco began to direct his cousins, uncles, aunts, and other
family members. He pointed to the old, dilapidated shacks located in the fields and at
once the family members began to clean them out, gather wood for fires, cook, and set
up places to sleep.
That night, Francisco’s family huddled together for warmth on the concrete floors of those
shacks. Denise had lain awake most of the night wondering how she would take care of
everyone. The next morning she brought out coffee and was sure the crowd had doubled.
Francisco explained that more family had come during the night. Denise knew she
was in trouble.
She silently prayed, “Lord what will we do?” As she prayed, she remembered the words
of Jesus: I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food
and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more
than clothing? Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for
your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you more valuable to him than they are?
(Matthew 6:25-26).
Denise’s teenage daughter joined her, looked at the situation and told her mom, “I’ll get
help.” She hopped on her bicycle, gathered her friends, and before long deliveries of
every kind began to arrive at the gate. And the deliveries continued for the next three
weeks. One restaurant even catered Christmas dinner for the entire crowd.
Denise and her family look back on that time and remember that year as the best
Christmas their family ever had.
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Tuesday, December 8, 2015
How did Joseph find out that Mary was pregnant? Did Mary tell him? The Bible doesn’t
say. We do know that Joseph was pledged to be married to her. Her pregnancy would ruin
his reputation as well as hers if he didn’t make a choice.
The Bible describes Joseph as “faithful to the law” but also says he “did not want to
expose her to public disgrace.” He decided to divorce her quietly. After making that
decision he had a dream. An angel appeared to Joseph and told him, “Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:20-21).
Joseph woke up and did just what the angel had told him to do. The Bible doesn’t tell
us how Mary and Joseph handled their circumstances after that. Was their reputation
damaged? Did anyone else know about the pregnancy? Is that why Mary went to stay
with Elizabeth? The census certainly gave them a reason to leave Nazareth, and we know
they didn’t return for several years. Maybe that is how God preserved the truth.
Here is what we do know. Joseph took Mary as his wife and they gave birth to a son.
They named him Jesus and their son was the Messiah. The only thing Joseph needed to
“worry about” was his obedience to God’s commands. God took care of the details.
Are you overwhelmed with the “details” of Christmas? Are you worried about the
circumstances of your life? Maybe something or someone has damaged your reputation
and you are worried about what people might be saying. We always have details to worry
about. What is God’s response to our worries?
“Don’t.” Interestingly, when God says, “Don’t worry,” it is written as a command, not a
suggestion. Today, as you look at your circumstances, remember that God has told us we
are much more valuable to him than anything else. Lay the circumstantial details of this
day at the foot of the cross, pray for wisdom, and go about the day in obedience to God
and with his joy. Your heavenly Father wants you to hear him say, “Don’t worry.
I’ll handle it.”
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A First Christmas
Kristen and her husband, Matt, had only been married for two months. They had moved
to Washington, D.C., far from Kristen’s home. This would be the first Christmas she
would spend away from her family and Christmas traditions.
Kristen decided that rather than mope she would put her energy into establishing some
new traditions for this first Christmas as a married woman. When the phone rang with a
request from their new church, Kristen eagerly said “Yes.” Matt came home that evening
and was less than excited to learn that they would be taking a shift as Mary and Joseph
for the outdoor Nativity on Christmas Eve.
That night they dressed in the costumes of a “previous” Mary and Joseph and got ready to
take their places at the manger. The baby Jesus was a “Baby Tender Love” doll wrapped
in old blankets. Matt’s beard was itchy and hanging at an odd angle on his face. The two
exchanged glances, suppressed the laughs that wanted to bubble up, and tried to look
authentic as the curtain opened.
There were no lines for the young couple to speak. They were just supposed to look the
part as the Christmas story was narrated. Kristen tried to focus on the words of the story
but it was cold and she was beginning to think her toes might freeze. She hugged the doll
in the blankets a little closer and looked down at the face that peeked from the blankets.
She describes her memory of the moments that followed. She looked at the doll’s face
and began to think about what it was like for Mary that first Christmas. She was probably
away from her family for the first time. She had just delivered a baby, in a damp cave
filled with straw. The only one to help her through the birth was Joseph, and there wasn’t
much he could do but give her comfort.
Kristen held a doll, but for a few moments she imagined herself as Mary, a young peasant
woman, far from home. What were her thoughts and feelings that first Christmas as she
held the miracle baby, the Son of God?
When Kristen took her eyes from the face of the doll in her arms, she glanced into the
eyes of a woman who stood near the stage. The elderly woman was staring at her, with
tears streaming down her face. Kristen and the woman exchanged glances and both knew
they had been thinking the same thoughts about Mary and that miraculous night.
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Wednesday, December 9, 2015
The first Christmas was a series of miracles that proved to the world that Jesus was their
Messiah. No one was more aware of the miraculous truth about Jesus than Mary.
“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him “Immanuel”
which means God with us” (Isaiah 7:14). Jesus fulfilled that prophecy the night he was
born. There has only been one “immaculate conception” in the history of the world.
There has only been one Messiah.
The most wondrous picture of Christmas is the face of Mary, a virgin, as she looks at the
Son she had carried for nine months and given birth to in a cave. God became an infant so
that every human being would have the chance to become a child of God.
Mary Did You Know has become a favorite Christmas song for Christians. Every time it
is sung in church, women reach for their purses for a tissue to wipe their eyes. Women
think about Mary, from the viewpoint of a mom. We wonder how much Mary knew about
babies and especially the baby in her arms.
One verse of the song reads: Mary did you know that your Baby Boy has walked where
angels trod? When you kiss your little Baby you kissed the face of God? Mary
did you know?
What did Mary know and understand the night she held her newborn son? One thing is
certain. She knew the overwhelming love of a parent for her child. It is that love that has
brought tears to Christians each Christmas. We know the rest of the story.
Mary’s son grew up and fulfilled his purpose. He provided salvation for every human
being. Jesus is our earthly encounter with God. Mary held him in her arms and loved him.
We can hold him in our hearts and do the same.
The first Christmas will be remembered more powerfully if we will take a few minutes to
hold that baby close, look into his face, and marvel at the miracle of his birth.

God became an infant so that every human
being would have the chance to become a
child of God.
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A Christmas Truce
The Christmas Truce of 1914 is a well-documented story that speaks to the profound
message of Christmas.
During World War I, British and German soldiers on Europe’s Western Front took turns
singing Christmas carols in their native languages. At times the brass bands jumped in
to accompany the singers. As the sun was rising on Christmas Day, some of the German
soldiers emerged from their trenches and walked across the dirt known as no-man’s land.
They called out the words, “Merry Christmas” to their enemies.
At first the British soldiers thought it was some kind of trick, but they noticed the German
soldiers were unarmed. Eventually, many of the soldiers from both sides stood together,
shaking hands and exchanging gifts of candy, cigarettes and other small possessions.
Some played a game of soccer while others searched for and buried their comrades who
had been lying dead from previous gunfire.
One writer, describing the scene said, “For a few precious moments there was peace on
earth, good will toward men; all because the focus was on Christmas. Happens every
time. There’s something about Christmas that changes people. It happened over 2000
years ago in a little town called Bethlehem. It’s been happening over and over again
down through the years of time.” The author closed his article saying, “Let it happen
again this year.”

King Jesus came in humility, as a baby, so
that he could bring salvation to a world that
needed it.
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Thursday, December 10
Mary and Joseph had no choice. Caesar Augustus had issued a decree requiring a census
be taken throughout the Roman world. Everyone was required to go to his hometown and
register. Joseph took Mary to Bethlehem, the town of David, because that was his lineage.
She went into labor during that journey and gave birth to her firstborn, a son. Luke writes,
Mary “wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn” (Luke 2:7).
What is it about Christmas that would cause men to gather on a battlefield and play
soccer with their enemies? What is the gift of Christmas that would lead soldiers to give
away their few precious possessions to someone who might have been shooting at them
a couple of days before? What is the power of a Christmas carol that soothes anger, even
when the words sung are in the language of an enemy?
Christmas has a simple message of unity. The Creator King became a baby and was
placed in a manger because no one would give up a room for his sake. Christmas reminds
us that we have been undeservedly loved and provided for. Christmas reminds us that
there is no race, no status, and no side that is less sinful than another. King Jesus came in
humility, as a baby, so that he could bring salvation to a world that needed it.
I wonder about the soldiers that stayed in the trenches that Christmas Day. Were they
afraid? Were they uncaring? Were they non-Christians? Maybe they didn’t know what the
men on the field understood. Jesus died for our enemies too.
Is there someone this Christmas that you need to call? Is there someone Jesus died for
that you don’t believe deserves his favor, or yours? We all have enemies of some kind.
They might be on the news, living on our street, working in our office, or sitting across
the table on Christmas Day.
Maybe it is time to climb out of a trench and call a truce for Christmas. If the British
and German soldiers could—so can we. That moment of truce will probably become a
cherished Christmas memory for the rest of your life. Will you pray about that?
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Trusting God for Miracles
Edwina was only thirty years old her first day of chemo. She should have been home,
celebrating her son’s second birthday. Instead, she was being treated for breast cancer.
Tears rolled down her face as she thought of her son, in his party hat, eating the chocolate
cake she had made him before coming to the hospital.
That night, sick and scared, she cried out to God. When she finished her anguished prayer
she heard the quiet thought, Do you trust me? The doctors had warned her that her cancer
was an aggressive form and that they would be giving her as much chemo as she could
bear. She would need to avoid every germ and fight hard if she hoped to survive. One
day she was loading the dishwasher and in weary frustration she shoved the top rack too
hard and heard a glass break. Again, she cried out to God and asked him why she had to
endure her suffering. The quiet thought returned, Do you trust me?
She wrestled with her faith for a long time and then one day she knelt down and prayed.
Edwina told God that even if her life would end, she loved him and trusted him. In
quiet surrender she gave her future, and the future of her family to the Lordship of
her heavenly Father.
Edwina endured nine long months of chemo. She became used to metallic tasting food,
sleepless nights of sickness and chronic fatigue. One day, she asked the doctor if he
thought it would be possible for her to have another child. He smiled at her gently and
suggested that she look into adoption after her treatments had ended.
Two years later Edwina sat in the doctor’s office again, waiting for the news. The familiar
feeling of exhaustion had returned and she knew she wasn’t well. She prayed and tried to
prepare herself for what she would hear. Once again, the quiet thought said, Do you trust
me? Yes, Lord, I will trust you.
When the door opened the doctor was smiling as he told Edwina, “You’re pregnant.”
Four days after Christmas, Edwina gave birth to twins. She named her miracles
Austin and Anderson.

Often, the most important lessons from God
arrive unexpectedly.
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Friday, December 11, 2015
The shepherds were living out in the fields, near the cave in Bethlehem. The temple in
Jerusalem was about six miles from the birthplace of Christ. There were always fields of
sheep near Jerusalem because many people chose to purchase a sacrificial lamb before
visiting the temple.
The shepherds kept watch over the sheep at night because there were predatory animals
and thieves to worry about. The only light in the field would have been from the moon,
the stars, and possibly a small, oil-burning lamp.
The Bible says the shepherds were terrified when the angel appeared and the glory of the
Lord shone around them. Our culture rarely experiences total darkness; their culture had
never experienced such light.
The angel spoke to the shepherds, telling them not to be afraid. There was good news, of
great joy for all people. The angel said, “Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is Christ, the Lord” (Luke 2:11). The angel explained that the baby was
lying in a manger, wrapped in cloths.
Why did the angel tell the good news to shepherds instead of to the temple priests or
rabbis? The shepherds’ message would not have been as believable as the words of a
priest. If the angel had appeared at the temple maybe the Jewish leaders would have been
more receptive to Jesus thirty years later. Why did God choose shepherds to share the
good news of Christ’s birth?
Often, the most important lessons from God arrive unexpectedly. God speaks to us in
many ways. Sometimes the message comes through a sermon; often his word is spoken to
our hearts as we go about our daily experiences. Do you trust God to speak his will and
his direction into your life? Do you trust the words of your Bible to be the voice and truth
of God? How do you answer him when he speaks, Do you trust me?
It was quiet that night as the shepherds did their jobs. They did not wonder if God had
spoken, they trusted his word. As the weekend approaches will you find some quiet time
with God? Does he have good news of great joy for you to share with others? Find a quiet
place and trust him to speak.
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The Christmas Guest
Donna was only eight years old the year her family had a guest for Christmas dinner. On
that cold, snowy day she and her mom had spent most of the day preparing the meal.
Their home held the rich smells of roasted turkey, bread, and homemade pie. Her family
had just taken their seats at the table when they heard the loud knock.
Donna followed her mom to the door and saw the old woman in ragged clothes carrying a
birdcage. The woman asked her mom, “Please, can you spare some lettuce for my rabbit.”
Her mom stepped back and invited the woman inside. Her gray hair stuck out in all
directions from under a tattered hat, her coat was torn and it was obvious the woman had
not bathed for a long time.
Donna was surprised when her mom asked her to join them for dinner and gave her the
seat next to hers. Donna couldn’t smell the roast turkey anymore and fought the revulsion
she felt as the woman sat down. She clutched the birdcage in her lap as if afraid to let go
of the small, thin bunny inside.
Donna’s dad brought the bunny some lettuce and water and when the woman saw that her
pet was eating, she set the cage down on the floor next to her. Donna’s mom filled a plate
with the best parts of the turkey and large portions of the rest of the meal. When it was
time for dessert, their guest received the biggest piece of pie.
The woman ate hungrily, hardly saying a word. When she finished she picked up her
napkin and daintily dabbed her mouth. It was then her blue eyes scanned the faces of the
family seated at the table and then glanced down, as if ashamed.
Donna and her siblings cleared the table and quickly did the dishes because they wanted
to watch the elderly woman, wondering what would happen next. Donna’s mom retrieved
her sewing kit, picked up the woman’s coat, and began to stitch up the holes in the coat.
Her dad asked the woman where she was going and if she could use a ride somewhere.
He encouraged her to stay with them because a storm was expected. The woman sat by
the fire, soaking up its warmth, and said that she would be fine. She refused to accept
any other help.
She rose to leave when her coat was mended and quietly thanked the family for their help.
She pulled on her old rubber boots, covered the birdcage with an old towel and opened
the door. Donna’s dad handed her a bag of leftovers from their Christmas meal and
wished her a safe journey.
The family watched the woman walk across the snow and wondered what would happen
to her. That night as Donna lay in bed she prayed for the Christmas guest. Each Christmas
Donna thinks of her, and those like her. She was eight years old when she learned, by her
parent’s example, the message and meaning of Christmas.
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Saturday, December 12, 2015
“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God
and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his
favor rests.’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about.’ So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was
lying in the manger” (Luke 2:13-16).
Imagine Mary, next to her newborn son, as the shepherds entered the cave. The smell of
their unwashed bodies would have mixed with the smell of the straw and the animals that
normally stayed there. Mary would have questioned the shepherds who came to see her
miracle baby. They would have told her why they came. Mary would have listened to their
words carefully because they were talking about her child and her God.
Scripture says that Mary “treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart”
(Luke 2:19) and the shepherds “spread the word” when they left. People were amazed
at what the shepherds told them. Then the men returned to their field “glorifying and
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen” (Luke 2:20).
Most of us would give up any possession we own for the chance to see a “great company
of the heavenly host.” We would make any pilgrimage if we knew we could find the cave
and see the baby Jesus, lying in a manger. We would be like the shepherds, telling the
story to everyone who would listen.
As we walk through crowded malls, attend holiday parties, and worship at Christmas
services, we know the true message and meaning of the season. We celebrate the birth
of Christ. The shepherds “spread the word” and people were amazed. We should
be like them.
Mary didn’t see the angel or the glorious light that shone down on the shepherds in the
field. She didn’t hear the heavenly host praising God. But she listened in wonder to what
the shepherds told her and knew they were telling her the truth about her child. She
pondered what she knew in her heart to be true. We should be like Mary—not
seeing, but believing.
We know the true message and meaning of the season. Christians are the hands and feet
of Jesus in the world today. Our love is an extension of his love. If someone knocks on
our door or asks for our help, how will Jesus use us to minister to them? How will we
share the true message and meaning of Christmas?
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Gifts and Sacrifices
Helen Cardenas was only five but she understood what her mom was telling her.
Christmas was going to be “simple” this year because there wasn’t enough
money for gifts.
Helen didn’t cry or complain—she decided to give her list to someone she knew could fill
it. Santa lived at the North Pole and North was “up.” She wrote out a message to Santa
asking for a doll and some new shoes. She took the sheet of notebook paper, tied it to a
helium balloon and let it go.
The balloon traveled for several days before it deflated and dropped into Julie Sander’s
yard. After Julie read the letter, she tracked down Helen’s address and went shopping.
As it turned out, Helen’s Christmas wasn’t a simple one at all. Christmas morning she
opened her beautifully wrapped gifts. “Santa” had given her a doll, shoes and a lot more!

Christmas is a difficult time of year to be
struggling financially, especially if there are
small children in the family.
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Sunday, December 13
Jesus was eight days old when Mary and Joseph took him to the temple to be circumcised.
Mary was expected to go through the purification rites that all women were required by
the Law to follow after giving birth. Scripture says that Mary and Joseph were to offer
“a pair of doves or two young pigeons” that day as the proper sacrifice in keeping with
the Law. That is how we know that Mary and Joseph were poor. If they had money, the
sacrificial requirement would have been a lamb.
Christmas is a difficult time of year to be struggling financially, especially if there are
small children in the family. Many people try to give gifts this time of year to help
provide a happy holiday for those in need.
For many families, however, January will be financially difficult. Moms and Dads tend
to shop for Christmas, even if they have to put off paying for the gifts until later. The
January heating bill is large and bad weather affects people who work outside. For some,
if they cannot go to work, they do not get paid. Christmas is a joyful time, but for many, it
is followed by a difficult January.
December is the month that most charitable organizations call the “make or break”
month. December donations usually determine what the ministry will be able to budget
for the next year.
The most important Christmas gift you give this year might be the check you write to a
charitable organization at the end of this month. There are many that are worthy of your
gifts. Look for notes that land in your mailbox and pray about how you might help.
Some Christmas gifts make the day bright – others brighten an entire year.
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A Miracle Kiss
Olivia was in charge of the women’s ministry at her church. One day she learned of an
elderly woman who was no longer able to attend church. Olivia decided to make a home
visit and see if there was anything she could do to help.
Olivia met Margaret, a genteel, southern lady who was almost blind from diabetes and
crippled from arthritis. She had been a businesswoman most of her life, making beautiful
wedding dresses for the stylish upper class. Olivia could tell she was a proud woman and
had a difficult time accepting help, especially from someone she barely knew.
Olivia visited Margaret for several years. Margaret had children, but they rarely came
by or called. The visits didn’t soften Margaret’s personality as the years progressed,
even though Olivia tried to be helpful. Most of the time Margaret’s “thank you” was
perfunctory and without warmth. Eventually it became necessary for Margaret to be
placed in a nursing home.
Olivia was excited to receive the invitation to her favorite Christmas social. The luncheon
took place in Beverly Hills and was always a highlight of the holiday season. The day
of the luncheon Olivia’s thoughts were of Margaret and the number of months that had
passed since their last visit. Olivia knew she would need to miss the luncheon that year
because the Lord wanted her to visit Margaret.
Olivia’s mother had lived in a nursing home for five years. The sights and smells were
sadly familiar as she made her way to Margaret’s room. Margaret smiled when she
entered and they shared polite conversation. Olivia rose to leave and asked if there was
anything Margaret needed. Margaret said she would like some lotion on her hands.
Olivia began to rub the lotion gently on the swollen and twisted fingers. She then rubbed
lotion on Margaret’s arms, back, neck and feet. Olivia reached for a hairbrush and did
her best to brush the white hair into a soft style. When she finished, Olivia lingered, not
wanting to leave. She quietly asked Margaret if there was anything else she could do.
Margaret looked at her with beautiful, blue eyes shining with tears and said, “Would you
kiss me?” Margaret kissed her cheek as the tears fell. She kissed the other cheek, then her
forehead. Both women cried as Olivia hugged the frail, elderly woman. Driving home,
Olivia thought about the elegant, festive luncheon she had missed and knew it could not
have compared with the Christmas celebration she had just shared with Margaret. She had
made an important visit, and the best gift she would give that year was a kiss.
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Monday, December 14, 2015
Simeon was at the temple in Jerusalem the day Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to be
circumcised. Scripture describes Simeon as righteous and devout. Luke 2:25 reveals that
he was “waiting for the consolation of Israel.” The Holy Spirit had told him that he would
not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
Moved by the Holy Spirit, Simeon went to the temple courts and watched Mary and
Joseph obey the requirements of the Law. Then Simeon took the baby into his arms and
praised God, saying, “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people
Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).
We cannot be certain, but Simeon may have been the officiating priest in the temple that
day, the one who would circumcise Jesus and receive the offering. The Holy Spirit gave
him the wisdom to know that the baby he held in his arms was the long-awaited Messiah
King. Simeon held the Son of God, aware his eyes had seen the Lord’s salvation. Jesus
came not just for the Jewish nation, but he was a light for revelation to the Gentiles as well.
The birth of Christ would change everything.
It is hard to know how long Simeon had held babies and wondered when he would see
his Messiah. Tradition teaches that Simeon was an elderly man when he was in the
temple that day.
Jesus came for everyone because everyone needs Jesus. Some of the most forgotten
people in our culture are the elderly. They are lonely, hurting, and isolated from most of
the things they once enjoyed. Christmas is a great time to give the gift of time, the gift of
compassion, even the gift of a hug or kiss to someone who has not felt a loving touch
in a long time.
Who comes to mind as you read today’s Advent devotion? Did God prompt the thought?
If so, don’t miss the opportunity to serve. This might become your favorite day of
the Christmas season.

Jesus came for everyone because everyone needs Jesus.
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The Miracles We Don’t Want
Christmas Day was filled with laughter, wrapping paper flying through the air, squeals of
excited children, and family joy. The warm buffet of Christmas foods filled the air with
the wonderful fragrances of the holiday. The day was everything Christmas should be.
Unfortunately Abby, the newest member of the family, was fussy and running a low grade
fever. Abby was passed around among grandparents, aunts, and uncles so that everyone
could enjoy the Christmas festivities.
Abby’s fever spiked around 3 o’clock that afternoon, so her mom called a pediatrician
who sent a prescription to the local pharmacy. He said, “If Abby isn’t markedly better in
six hours she should see a doctor.”
That night Shari and her husband bathed their other elated and exhausted children and put
them to bed. As they bathed Abby, they noticed she looked pale and did not seem to be
improving, so they decided to take her to the local ER to have her checked out.
On the way to the hospital, Abby began to make coughing noises and, soon after, Shari
noticed that her baby had stopped breathing. Shari was frantic, afraid they would not
make it to the hospital in time, so they pulled into the driveway of the nearby fire station,
their car horn blaring. Immediately the EMS team began to give Abby CPR. When the
ambulance arrived, their precious baby was rushed to the hospital.
Hours later, in the ER waiting room, they were told that Abby had never regained
consciousness. They learned later that their healthy baby girl had contracted a rare, onein-a-million virus that had quickly traveled throughout her body and attacked her heart.
The perfect Christmas Day ended in despair.
Shari and her husband returned home in the early morning hours, without their baby girl.
How would they share the news with their other children? Abby’s brothers and sisters had
gone to bed with smiles, not knowing their parents had left for the hospital shortly after.
How would they ever be able to comprehend and process this kind of news?
Abby’s brothers and sisters were lined up together on the sofa. Shari and her husband
wept as they shared their devastating news, “Abby has gone to heaven to be with Jesus.”
Their four-year old son hopped off the sofa with a smile saying, “Lucky! Abby got to go
to Jesus’s birthday party!”
Those words have brought the family some joy, even as they have grieved. Nothing
replaces the loss of a child—but joy and truth bring comfort to the void. Their four-year
old understood what they were struggling to accept. Abby was fine, celebrating in the
presence of Christ, her Lord.
The comfort of that knowledge was the miracle they never wanted to experience.
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Tuesday, December 15, 2015
Most of the time, miracles are not found in the circumstances of this life, but in the way
God redeems those circumstances eternally. Miracles are not the common acts of God.
Redemption, however, is his full time work.
Simeon had just held the infant Christ in his arms, proclaiming that he had seen his
Messiah. Scripture says, “The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about
him” (Luke 2:33). Simeon blessed the family and then spoke a word to Mary.
The next words of prophecy were not for Joseph (presumably because he would not be
alive when they would come to pass). Simeon looked at Mary and told her, “This child
is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will
pierce your own soul too” (Luke:2:34-35).
One day, Mary would stand at the foot of the cross, listening to the tortured words of her
dying son. Mary would see the soldier stab Jesus with his sword and witness the blood
and water flow from his body. She would suffer the pain only a parent would understand.
But Mary would also see the empty tomb a few days later. Mary would be there when the
Holy Spirit arrived at Pentecost. Mary would understand in the days to come that Jesus
was not just her son—he was also her Messiah.
Mary probably called out to God for miracles that she did not receive as she knelt at the
foot of the cross. How could she know that the cross was the miracle? The grief and pain
were real, but so was God’s redemption. It would take some time for Mary to be able to
understand that truth—but understanding would come.
This Advent devotion is written for every Christian, regardless of the circumstances you
find yourself in this Christmas season. Most of you are enjoying the joys of the holiday,
but some are not. Some readers are begging God for miracles, and many will receive
miracles they never wanted.
Christmas is a very difficult time for some. If you are someone with great joy this holiday
season, pick out a person or a family that is without that joy, and pray every day for those
faces. Pray without ceasing. Pray for them because, right now, they are probably having a
hard time praying themselves.
If this is a difficult Christmas for you, trust that you are being prayed for. Ask for
prayer so that God can call his people to your side. Try to remember that with God, the
circumstances of this life are secondary to his eternal priorities of heaven. Some miracles
are miracles we would never want—but they are God’s miracles of redemption,
just the same.
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The Story of Redemption
The boy loved his parents and knew they were good people. He didn’t worry about them,
even when he learned about alcoholism in a junior high health class. His folks drank a lot
every weekend but they were always able to go to work on Monday mornings.
He was a teenager when things got really bad around his house. The verbal abuse had
escalated to physical abuse. Many nights he covered his head with the blanket and prayed
that God would do whatever it took to bring his parents to their senses.
One night the entire family stood watching as his parents fought. His dad raised his arm,
ready to bring in down when what appeared to be a lightening bolt went into his father’s
hand and through his body. He fell instantly to the floor begging someone to call 911.
His father suffered a near fatal heart attack that evening, but recovered. His family
recovered as well. The alcohol was removed from the home and was never brought in
again. The family began to attend church together and soon God began restoring the
relationships that had broken.
Months later, the young man sat in the pew holding the hands of his sister and his best
friends as his father stood at the front of the church and professed his faith in God. He
will always remember his father turning to the congregation that day and saying, “For
years, I let alcohol be my god and let me tell you, it did nothing for me. Now I have the
real thing, the true God.”

God’s salvation was initiated with the birth of
Christ, explained throughout the life of Christ
and provided in the death of Christ. Christ is
the story of redemption.
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Wednesday, December 16, 2015
Anna, a prophetess, was in the temple the same day Mary and Joseph brought their infant
son for circumcision. Anna was very old and had lived as a widow for many years. The
Bible says, “She never left the temple but worshiped every night and day, fasting and
praying” (Luke 2:37). Anna walked over to Mary and Joseph, probably while Simeon was
speaking to them. She gave thanks to God and spoke a word to them about Jesus and the
redemption he would bring to Jerusalem.
Jesus was born to bring the world the message of God’s New Covenant. Jesus died as
the sacrificial lamb for all who would choose to accept him as their Lord and Savior.
The church has separated the Christmas celebration from the Easter story, but the stories
are fundamentally intertwined. God’s salvation was initiated with the birth of Christ,
explained throughout the life of Christ and provided in the death of Christ. Christ is the
story of redemption.
So many people celebrate the holiday rather than the life the holiday represents. Anna
said that Jesus would redeem Jerusalem, God’s holy city. Jerusalem was intended to be
the temple city, the place where the holy presence of God would dwell on earth. Jesus
wept over Jerusalem the week before his death because he knew there would need to
be a New Jerusalem.
The central message of Christmas and Easter is the gospel message. “For God so loved
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him” (John 3:16-17).
All of us need the redemption offered in Christ. Many people know little or nothing about
the life of Christ. Some people know a lot about Christ, but they have never humbly
professed their need of him and received the gift of salvation he offers. Others may have
professed their faith in Christ, but live as though salvation was the only work of Christ
necessary. Others have found the complete joy of a living, daily relationship with Christ
as Lord. Redemption and sanctification are the ongoing completion of our faith in Christ.
If you need the salvation Jesus was born to give, go to: http://www.denisonforum.org/
why-jesus and keep reading until you understand and receive Christ as your Lord. Profess
your faith to a Christian who can help you with the next steps. Find a fellowship of
believers that will help you grow in your faith.
If you are a Christian already, be that person a new believer can come to. Anna said that
Jesus came to bring redemption. Now Jesus, through his Holy Spirit, is using us to speak
the gospel message to others. Will you pray for that opportunity today?
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Miraculous Gifts
It was Christmas, 1988, and Jennifer was ready to go home. She had been traveling
through Europe for three months, trying to recover from the break-up of a relationship she
had expected to become a marriage.
Jennifer was booked on the PanAm flight from London to San Francisco, but traffic was
moving slowly and she was afraid she would miss her flight. She continued on to the
airport planning to catch the next flight to the States if necessary. When she arrived at the
airport she incorrectly stood in the line for PanAm flight 103, that later flight. The kind
woman at the desk quickly helped Jennifer move through security so she could board her
scheduled flight. The door of the plane closed as soon as Jennifer took her seat.
Her parents picked her up at the airport the next day and told her how concerned they had
been. The lead story in the news was the crash of PanAm Flight 103, the flight she had
stood in line for and had almost taken.
Christmas Eve a few weeks later Jennifer sat in an outdoor café with her friend, still
grieving her break-up and shaken from the flight that might have been. She wondered
why her life had been spared and what she should do now that her plans had been
completely altered by the break-up. Her friend tried to lift her spirits telling her that God
surely had a purpose for her life.
As Jennifer and her friend sipped peppermint lattes, deep in conversation, a homeless
man carrying a large sack approached their table. Eager to return to their conversation,
the women began rummaging for some loose change to hand the man. The man was quick
to stop them when he realized what they were doing. He told them that he simply wanted
to give them a gift for Christmas. He reached in his bag and pulled out a shiny apple to
hand to Jennifer. He smiled and said, “Merry Christmas.” Next, he pulled out a Snickers
bar and handed it to her friend. The women insisted that the man keep his food because
they knew he needed it more than them. He smiled again and told them, “I can’t eat these
because I don’t have enough teeth. I want you to have them. Merry Christmas.”
The girls reached for their purses again and tried to give the man some money, but once
again he refused to take it. The ladies asked him how they could help and soon wished
him a Merry Christmas as he walked happily down the street, carrying his sack and the
Styrofoam cup of steaming coffee.
Jennifer still looks for the man whenever she sits in that café. She remembers the
Christmas when she had felt like she had been saved but wondered for what purpose she
was alive. She thinks about the man who showed her that every life has purpose because
everyone is capable of giving. The homeless man had shown her the joy of giving
whatever you have even when you don’t have everything you want.
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Thursday, December 17, 2015
Matthew is the only Gospel writer to include the story of the Magi. Matthew wrote his
Gospel for the Jewish Christians and was careful to point out the moments of Christ’s life
that fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. The events resulting from the Magi’s visit to Herod
the Great (Matthew 2) were prophesied by Micah and Jeremiah hundreds of years
before Christ’s birth.
We know the men were from the East and had started their journey after seeing a star
that had risen, indicating that the King of the Jews had been born. Herod the Great was
disturbed at the news the Magi brought. The wise men spoke of a new “King of the Jews”
and Herod considered this possibility a threat to his own reign. He asked the Eastern
royalty to bring back news of the new King, because he wanted to “worship” him as well.
Mary and Joseph had chosen to stay in Bethlehem after Jesus was born. The Magi went
to a “house” where Jesus was living. The men didn’t worship a newborn baby. They
worshiped a “child” and presented him with valuable gifts.
Miraculously, the wise men were led by a dream to keep the information about Jesus
from Herod. The Magi did not return as Herod had requested, choosing to go home
by another route.
The Christmas story is a sequence of miraculous events that only God could have
orchestrated. Jesus was seen as a threat to a Roman official, even as a young child. The
Magi, however, knew Jesus was a King.
People have those same reactions to Jesus today. Many are careful to use phrases like
“Happy Holidays” instead of saying “Merry Christmas.” Some feel threatened by a
religion that claims to be the truth intended for all people. Those who believe Christ is
King might be considered narrow minded, even bigoted or dangerous. Christmas is a
favorite holiday for many people who don’t want to include the King in their celebration.
The spirit of the holiday is the spirit of giving, but not in the way the world often
emphasizes. Most people spend a lot of money and a lot of time searching for perfect gifts
for people they care about. It is good to give to others but the story of the Magi reminds
us that Christmas is about the gifts we lay at the feet of Christ as well. Christmas is about
giving the gifts our faith inspires.
God has given each of his children gifts and called us to share our lives with
others. Circumstances in life can cause us to wonder, on occasion, about the sovereignty
of God. People’s lives are saved or lost in seemingly random chance order. Sometimes it
is difficult to accept that Christ really is a sovereign King.
Whatever circumstances you are in this Christmas, you can know that your life matters
and God has a plan for you. You always have something to give because there is always
someone to give something to. When Christ is King of our lives and possessions, he is
King of what we have and the inspiration for how we give.
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The Empty Manger
Emily rushed through life the week of Christmas. She was hosting both sides of the
family that year and had also agreed to host the neighborhood Christmas party. Emily
read magazines, crafted beautiful decorations from living foliage, wrapped presents, and
cooked massive amounts of holiday food. She had never worked so hard to provide a nice
Christmas for her family and friends.
One of the last decorations Emily unpacked was the beautiful crèche made from Italian
glass. She went through the tissue paper several times looking for the baby Jesus but
he wasn’t in the box. She spent a long time searching through other Christmas boxes,
drawers and cabinets but finally had to give up. Her first round of guests were scheduled
to arrive shortly.
Her aunt asked her about the empty manger and she made up a story about a new
tradition for her family. They wouldn’t put the baby Jesus in the manger until Christmas
morning. Her aunt praised her for having such a wonderful idea and that compliment only
made Emily feel worse.
Christmas Eve ended with Emily crawling into bed, exhausted from the day. She felt
like she had barely slept when her young daughter rushed into the room on Christmas
morning. “Wake up mommy,” she called, “it’s time to open presents.” Emily’s husband
groaned, rolled out of bed and headed for the coffee pot.
The day was filled with laughter and fun and that evening several extra-large trash bags
were stuffed with wrapping paper and table scraps. It had been a good day, but Emily
could not remember when she had felt so drained.
The next day, as the children played with their new toys, Emily decided to clean out the
toy box and make room for the new Christmas additions. She pulled out her daughter’s
toy make-up kit, a gift from the previous Christmas. She opened the lid and inside,
covered with glitter and lip-gloss was the baby Jesus.
Emily laughed out loud, and soon realized she had tears running down her cheeks. She
found Jesus, but not until after Christmas. That had been God’s plan all along. She quietly
prayed, asking the Lord to forgive her for the frenzy of her week. She vowed never again
to make Christmas about so many lesser things. She would not leave Jesus out of her
family holiday. The next year the baby Jesus was in his proper place—in the crèche and in
her family’s holiday celebration.
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Friday, December 18, 2015
Joseph had taken Mary as his wife and had accepted the role of Father to her infant son
because of a dream. After the Magi left them, Joseph had another dream. Scripture says
an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother
and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child
to kill him” (Matthew 1:13).
Joseph did get up, and he and his family fled Bethlehem in the middle of the night. Joseph
didn’t doubt or question the angel’s simple warning. Joseph didn’t consider other options.
Joseph didn’t reason with or rationalize the angel’s voice. He quickly obeyed and Jesus’s
life was spared even when so many other babies lost theirs.
Herod the Great was insanely fearful of the possible presence of a future King. The Bible
says that when he realized the Magi had outwitted his plan, Herod gave orders to kill all
the boys, in and around Bethlehem, who were under the age of two. Matthew reminds
his readers of the words spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, hundreds of years earlier:
““A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more’” (Matthew 2:18).
If Joseph had questioned, reasoned, rationalized, or waited, Jesus might not have
survived. Would God have spared him? Could Jesus have returned as a baby to be raised
by another couple? There is no need to speculate because Joseph obeyed the instructions
of the angel.
Every year we vow to keep Jesus central to the Christmas holiday and every year there are
circumstances that hinder us from keeping that vow. Many holidays end with regrets for
the spiritual aspects of Christmas that got lost in the decorations.
Do you have a crèche in your home? Is Jesus central to your holiday celebration? Jesus
was preaching his Sermon on the Mount when he said, “Seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). Jesus wasn’t speaking words of encouragement or making
good suggestions to his listeners. Jesus was telling those who would follow him what to
do. The only good option is to follow the example set by Joseph and obey.
Seek Jesus and be right with him. He is the highest priority of every Christmas.
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Safely Kept
Fania Paszt and her family were kept in the Lutsk ghetto in their homeland, Poland,
during the war. It was 1944 and Jewish people had been herded like animals into ghetto
communities guarded by German soldiers.
One hot August day, a Christian Ukrainian peasant came into the ghetto with a plan to
save Fania and her family by hiding them in various homes in his small town. Fania was
the oldest child, so her parents suggested she go with the man and learn the correct path
before the whole family attempted the escape. Fania tore the yellow star from her clothing,
covered her head with a shawl, and left with the Ukrainian peasant. She walked past the
German soldiers who glanced at her briefly, but miraculously allowed her to pass. Fania
arrived at the village safely and planned to return for her family and smuggle them out.
When Fania approached the Lutsk ghetto the next day she was stopped by Ukrainian
police. Thinking her to be a Christian they warned her not to go near the ghetto. The
town had been sealed off by German soldiers and no one was allowed to come near. Later
Fania learned that every person in the ghetto had been marched to the edge of the town
that very day and thrown alive into large pits where they were machine-gunned to death.
Fania’s entire family and extended family were killed.
The Ukrainian peasant that had saved her life hid her for a short time, but later, fearing for
the safety of his own family, turned her out. By this time it was winter and freezing cold.
Fania survived for many nights by hiding in the smoke stacks of people’s outdoor stoves.
She cried out to God, wondering if he was listening.
One night, tired and without hope, she walked up to the door of the county warden. As
she approached the door she was attacked by his dogs. Hearing the commotion outside,
the warden opened his door and Fania shouted to him, “Please, just shoot me.” The
warden said, “I cannot kill you tonight.”
It was Christmas Eve. The county warden took Fania into his home, fed her Christmas
dinner, and gave her warm clothing. The next day, the warden took Fania to the home of a
Christian family he knew would hide her. From that time, until the end of the war, Fania
was passed around from one Christian family to another and was the only member of her
family to survive the Holocaust.
There is a Polish saying that Fania’s son learned, decades later: “On Christmas Eve, even
a stray cat is allowed to live.” If Fania had approached the county warden’s home on
any other evening it is quite possible she would have been treated differently. The young
Jewish woman was saved because of Christmas. God had been listening, and he had a
plan for her life.
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Saturday, December 19, 2015
Joseph kept his family in Egypt until the death of Herod the Great. Once again, an angel
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream saying, “Get up, take the child and his mother
and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are
dead” (Matthew 1:20).
Joseph, in full obedience to God’s direction, did just as the angel had directed. Joseph had
planned to return to Judea but learned that Archelaus, the son of Herod the Great, was
reigning over the area. Once again an angel of the Lord warned Joseph of the danger in
a dream. Joseph took his family and went to the district of Galilee instead. Jesus would
be raised in the small town of Nazareth, fulfilling the Old Testament prophecy that the
Messiah would be called a “Nazarene.”
Jesus was born to godly parents who understood and trusted that God speaks through
his angels. Their relationship to God and their trust in his word is what kept them safe
in those early years. Surely Joseph looked at his young family and prayed for God’s
direction. Is that why he was able to realize that God had spoken? Is that why it was so
easy for him to obey without hesitation? The prophet Jeremiah wrote, “For I know the
plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart”
(Jeremiah 29:11-13).
Safety is the result of seeking God’s will with all of our heart and knowing that God’s
plans are always worthy of our trust. What is God’s plan for your Christmas holiday? For
the coming New Year? Enjoy some time in prayer, seeking God’s presence and his plan,
with all of your heart. He will be listening!

The young Jewish woman was saved because of
Christmas. God had been listening, and he had
a plan for her life.
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Giving in the Christmas Spirit
Sandi was having a hard time finding her Christmas spirit. Her husband, Steve, was a
fireman, scheduled to work on Christmas Eve and most of Christmas Day. It had been a
tough year financially but they had been able to afford a small tree. Each of their children
had two gifts each, wrapped and under the tree. It wouldn’t be a huge Christmas, but
Sandi was grateful for what they had.
The family wanted to spend as much of the holiday together as possible, so she gathered
the kids and drove up to the firehouse to have Christmas Eve dinner there. Steve and the
other fireman were just returning from a first-aid call at a local motel. A young boy had
been very ill, running a high fever. His mother and her other children were at the motel
alone, having fled an abusive situation in their home.
Steve shook his head as he told Sandi and his kids about the poor family. They had been
able to help the boy with the fever, but there was so much else the family needed. The
firemen were all feeling low about the displaced family, especially because
it was Christmas.
Suddenly, Sandi’s daughter began to jump up and down. “Let’s go shopping and get them
some toys for Christmas.” It was early evening on Christmas Eve and Sandi wasn’t sure
they would find any stores still open. “We have to try,” said her son. The firemen said they
would look for a Christmas tree.
Sandi loaded her kids into her car and they drove around looking for a store that was
still open. After an hour of searching they began to realize they were out of luck. Again,
Sandi’s daughter spoke up, “I know where we can find them some gifts and they are
already wrapped and ready to go!”
Sandi watched as her children flew around their home gathering the gifts from under
the tree. They took ornaments off the family tree and placed them carefully in the sack.
Sandi’s sons disappeared into their room and returned with their own baseball gloves to
give to the boys at the motel. She fought tears when she noticed her son had included
his prized possession, the baseball he had been given by his team when he hit
his first homerun.
Sandi, her family, and all the other firefighters hurried to get back to the motel before the
family returned from the hospital. The families of the other firemen had brought what
they could as well. Everyone rushed around the room decorating the tree and placing the
wrapped gifts, canned goods, clothing and baked goodies underneath. Sandi watched her
boys place their gloves on the pillows of the boys’ bed and tuck the baseball inside.
Sandi began the day wishing she could find her Christmas spirit. As she looked around
the small hotel room, she realized it had found her.
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Sunday, December 20, 2015
It is Sunday; the perfect day to find the Christmas spirit and prepare to celebrate the birth
of our Lord. Carols will be sung this morning around the world. Sermons will focus on
the birth of Christ and help listeners fill their hearts with his Spirit.
Elizabeth and Zechariah named their son John. He grew up to be a man of God and is
often called “John the Baptist.” The prophet Isaiah had spoken about John hundreds of
years before his birth saying, “A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way
for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God’” (Isaiah 40:3). John
prepared the world for the ministry of Jesus thirty years after the angels prepared the
world for his birth.
There are always last minute preparations the week of Christmas. Shopping, cooking,
cleaning, wrapping, and time with family and friends will consume the week—and they
should. It’s Christmas and we want to make it a wonderful holiday. If God needs to
interrupt your plans this week to help someone else, will He be able to get your attention?
Chances are, you will see someone this week that you should help.
We must make spiritual preparations as well. Is your heart ready to worship this morning?
Will you sing familiar carols or will you sing praise to God? Will you hear familiar
Scripture, or will you hear God speak his word to your heart? Will Christ be honored
today as you worship? It is Christmas—his birthday.
The Christmas spirit is the spirit of giving. Worship in church today and prepare your
hearts to receive the Christmas spirit as you give Christ your grateful praise.

If God needs to interrupt your plans this week
to help someone else, will He be able to get
your attention?
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A Shining Light
Kelly’s dad was a farmer in Iowa, happily working the cornfields on his tractor. He ran
his family farm and was proud of the 500 acres that he, his wife, and two toddlers called
home. A few weeks before Thanksgiving 1949, his life changed.
His neighbor returned a rifle to him that day, which he leaned against the gearshift of the
tractor. Kelly’s dad and his neighbor exchanged friendly conversation and then parted
company. Kelly’s dad continued his work in the field and then got ready to go home. His
boot kicked the rifle as he climbed in and the gun went off. The bullet tore through his
calf and then exited above the knee.
Bleeding profusely, her dad did his best to tie off the wounds and make it home. He was
almost unconscious when he reached the road and managed to flag down a neighbor who
was driving by at just the right moment. The neighbor quickly loaded Kelly’s dad into his
car and drove him to the hospital.
As the hospital staff rushed the patient to a room, they passed another neighbor in the
hallway who promised to get Kelly’s mom and bring her back to the hospital. Kelly’s dad
struggled for two weeks and was improving until a staph infection attacked his leg. He
was unaware of the day the doctors amputated the leg.
Six feet tall and a former wrestler, Kelly’s dad had always been strong and healthy. He
had also played violin and often sang in the choir and with musical groups. As he lay
in the recovery room, heavily sedated after the surgery, he began to sing “The Lord’s
Prayer,” over and over again. The doctors and nurses commented on the strength and
beauty of his voice.
Her dad was 28 years old the year he almost died. For weeks he lay unconscious in his
hospital bed, often singing “The Lord’s Prayer.” On December 23rd he opened his eyes
and smiled at his family, giving them the best Christmas present of their lives.
Kelly’s dad had to reinvent his life. He went to college and earned a master’s degree in
agriculture and economics. He became a farm manager, responsible for more than 100
farms in addition to his own. He volunteered with Easter Seals and often counseled war
veterans who lost their legs in battle.
Every year the congregation looked forward to hearing him sing “The Lord’s Prayer” and
“O’ Holy Night” at the Christmas Eve service. Kelly’s dad lived a long and fruitful life
and her family enjoys playing a recording each year of the strong and beautiful voice that
was known as the Christmas miracle of 1949.
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Monday, December 21, 2105
The world was dark in many ways the night the glory of the Lord filled the skies as the
shepherds watched over their flocks. Rome ruled the world and the Jewish people were
struggling to maintain their faith under a Caesar who considered himself a god.
The Jewish people were looking forward to their Messiah. The prophets had promised
he would come and restore the throne of David. Most of the Jewish nation interpreted
those words in a political sense. They believed their Messiah would overthrow the Roman
government and expel the intruders from the land God had promised to Israel.
Isaiah had written, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned” (Isaiah 9:2). Jesus told his
disciples, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).
Most of the Jewish nation missed knowing their Messiah. They wanted Jesus to change
their circumstances, but Jesus had come to change their hearts. Most Jewish people
wanted their Messiah to restore their nation politically, but Jesus came to restore their
nation spiritually. Some of the Jewish nation saw the light; others remained
in their darkness.
The Christmas season is a source of great joy for many people, but for others it is a
season that brings darkness to their lives. For some the holiday is filled with gratitude for
all they have been given; for others it is a reminder of what they don’t have. Some people
understand that Christmas is about Christ, but others don’t share that belief.
Jesus would tell his followers, “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden” (Matthew 5:14). This is the week that the people you work with,
speak with, shop with, and even live with will enjoy a Christmas with their Messiah or
experience the holiday without him. There are still people walking in the darkness. They
need to see the “light.” Don’t let your witness be hidden. Live as the light of the world
and the light of this holiday. Let your life be a witness and glorify Our Father, who art in
heaven. Maybe your light will “dawn” on someone you know or love, because you did.
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God’s Justice System
The “60 Minutes” reporter said, “This is the face of Chinese espionage in America
today.” The next thing the audience saw was a photo of Gregg’s face. An official in the
U.S. intelligence and foreign military sales communities, Gregg looked like someone
you would walk past in a movie line or restaurant but never notice. The international spy
looked like the neighbor down the street.
Gregg was arrested, convicted and thrown in jail. This white, middle-aged professional
had never previously been charged with a crime, had never visited a jail, nor had never
known anyone who had been to jail. Now Gregg shared a cell with a convicted killer.
Gregg lay on his bunk unable to sleep when he heard the killer below him move. He will
never forget the next moments. The man spoke into the darkness saying, “I know what
you are thinking. I know you want to commit suicide. Don’t do it! Jesus Christ loves you
and he will never forsake you. Don’t worry about your family. This experience will bring
you closer to them. It will make you stronger.”
Several people in Gregg’s life delivered a similar message to him during those dark early
days as a convicted criminal and Gregg surrendered his life to the Lord, wanting to leave
the prison a better person than the one who had entered.
Gregg made a commitment to read his Bible every day. He attended Alcoholics
Anonymous meetings and eventually admitted he was an alcoholic. Gregg grew in his
personal faith, even sharing his faith with the most hardened criminals in the prison.
Prior to Gregg’s early release from prison he taught Bible studies and co-led a worship
service for the inmates. Today he is a part-time adjunct professor teaching students from
lower socioeconomic backgrounds at a local college. Gregg said, “The Lord has blessed
me with a full-time accounting job, my own home, and a debt-free life. My circle of
spiritually-alive friends has exploded.”
Gregg has reconciled with his son, made amends to his, wife and still maintains a close
relationship with his Lord. He said, “Through faith and a daily talk with Jesus Christ, I
know we can all find contentment, for I did not fall from grace, but fell into grace through
God’s unconditional love.”
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Tuesday, December 22, 2015
The culture Jesus was born into was filled every type of citizen. The Greco-Roman
influence had introduced many sinful beliefs and behaviors to the nations. The Jewish
people were praying for a Messiah who would redeem Israel from that darkness.
Hundreds of years earlier, Isaiah delivered a prophetic message from God about the
coming Messiah. God said, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom
I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations” (Isaiah
42:1). Jesus was born by the power of God and served with the power of God, in order to
bring justice to all nations. Many in Israel believed the Messiah intended to make their
nation strong, but Jesus came to strengthen and save the entire world.
God can redeem any circumstance and every human being. There isn’t a community or
a nation too difficult for God to change. There isn’t a criminal or terrorist too hardened
for God to redeem. But God is gracious to respect the free will He created mankind with.
God made us in his own image, giving us the power to choose. Without that freedom,
none of us could choose his Messiah as our Lord and Savior.
Christmas isn’t just a holiday for the people who deserve to celebrate; it is a holiday
for everyone. Everyone is given the freedom to celebrate Christmas as they choose. As
Christians we sometimes feel that the world has “hijacked” our holiday. Some in our
culture are even offended by the inclusion of anything religious. For people of faith it
seems strange to believe that Christ should be removed from Christmas. Our culture has
the freedom to choose how to celebrate the holiday, and we do as well. We also have the
freedom to choose how we will react to people who disagree with our choice to honor
Christ at Christmas.
God spoke through Isaiah saying, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in
whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him.” Those words about Christ are a lesson for
Christians today. We are God’s servants, too. We have been chosen as well. Jesus said,
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father
will give you” (John 15:16). Jesus chose us to be his servants and continue his ministry
in the world.
God doesn’t expect the world to celebrate his Son. They don’t know what we know. The
Bible describes the unsaved as “lost.” Gregg was lost, and an unlikely servant of God
helped him to know Christ as Lord. There are a lot of people who have made the holiday
something they are comfortable celebrating. We can choose to be God’s servants and
function with his love and grace, or we can react in a lesser way.
Jesus said whatever we ask in his name, in his will, the Father will give us. Are you
praying for a “Gregg” in your life? Are you asking for the patience, love and grace that
will show our culture the character of Christ? We will have that choice today and every day.
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Two Days Until Christmas
Beverly sat with a cup of coffee and made lists of things that needed to be done. There
were groceries to buy, beds to make, a few more gifts to wrap, and a lot of cooking and
baking to finish. A loud crash suddenly interrupted her busywork.
Beverly put down her list and walked toward the door. It was a beautiful, snowy morning
and she looked around for what might have caused the noise. There were no tree branches
on the ground and she could find nothing broken. She was almost ready to give up when
she noticed the small hummingbird lying on her doormat.
Could that small bird have made the loud noise? The bird lay very still and Beverly
wondered if it was alive. She quietly watched for signs of life, marveling at the beauty of
the bright green and feathers on the tiny bird. After a few minutes the bird’s eyes opened,
but it still remained motionless. She stepped back from the door, not wanting to frighten
the bird, and continued to watch through her window.
Beverly thought about the many times one of the children she taught in Sunday school
would raise their hands and request prayer for a pet that was ill. Beverly had taught them
that God had created all things and could heal their pets. Often they would come to class
the next week, excited to tell her that their pet was feeling better. Beverly stood at her
window and said a prayer for the small bird lying on her porch. Shortly after she said
“Amen” the bird stood to its feet and flew to a nearby branch. Beverly continued to watch
the bird until it flew away.
Returning to her chair, she picked up her list and then placed it back down on the table
next to her. Suddenly, the long list of Christmas details did not seem as important as it
had felt a few minutes earlier. She bowed her head, thanking God for answered prayer, for
saving the life of the small hummingbird.
Beverly knew the bird’s flight might have been a coincidence, but for her it had been
a miracle. She quieted her heart and mind that morning and, before rushing into the
busyness of her day, she praised God for the gift of Christmas. She worshiped the baby
the season was intended to honor. She praised the God who loved his creation so much
that he would take the time to heal a small bird, and bless a busy woman.
She accomplished her tasks that day and the family had a wonderful Christmas. Beverly’s
holiday had been “refocused” by a small hummingbird and the reminder of her God who
loved the world so much, he sent his own Son at Christmas.
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Wednesday, December 23, 2015
Are you rushing to shop, pack, travel, clean, or cook? Do you have a long list of work to
get done before the office closes for the holiday? Is company coming or are you going
somewhere as the company? It’s only two days until Christmas.
This world can cause Christmas to be chaotic. Jesus can be your peace. God spoke
through the prophet Isaiah saying, “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious
cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who relies on it will never be stricken with
panic” (Isaiah 28:16).
Are the details of the season causing you to “panic” just a little bit? The best way to
handle the busyness will be to step away from it for a little while. Walk to a window and
look out at the beauty of God’s creation. Pick up your Bible and read Luke, Chapter 2.
Ponder Isaiah 28:16.
Jesus was the cornerstone that God set in place that first Bethlehem Christmas. Jesus is a
precious cornerstone and a sure foundation. But we must choose, every day, to rely on the
Lord. People who rely on Jesus “will never be stricken with panic.”
Spend some time with Jesus. You may decide that the grocery store or bakery will suffice
for some of your baking. A quick cleaning may be just as good as a thorough job today. A
gift bag might work instead of the box to wrap. A conversation with a neighbor or friend
may be a more important than a perfect centerpiece for your holiday table. If you will
spend some time with Jesus, your priorities for the day may be realigned, and you will
probably have a much better day.
Joy matters too. And Jesus, our Cornerstone, is the sure foundation of Christmas joy.

This world can cause Christmas to be chaotic.
Jesus can be your peace.
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Proclaim the Good News
Sunny lived in the small town where she had grown up. Her extended family was
numerous and too much for any one family to host for a meal. As a result, Christmas
Eve became their most important family celebration of the year. Sunny organized a
progressive dinner every Christmas Eve. Each family would be responsible for one
course, ending at her home for dessert.
Sunny’s children were grown, with jobs in other places. She was disappointed that her
son would have to miss some of the Christmas Eve celebration due to the bus schedule.
She accepted the disappointment and told him to call as soon as he arrived so her husband
could pick him up. Then, they could rejoin the group at the next home.
She was thrilled when her phone rang and she heard her son’s voice. Sunny was not
thrilled with her son’s next words. He said, “Is it okay if I bring a guy I met with me? His
family is going to pick him up but they can’t be here for a few hours.” Sunny wanted so
badly to tell him “No.” This was a “family” event and a tradition. A stranger would not
fit the evening.
Sunny wanted to say “No” but she didn’t. She was still miffed when her husband arrived
with the two young men. The presence of a visitor changed the familiar conversation in
the room and everything felt strained. Sunny’s disappointment grew as she watched her
son’s new friend consume huge quantities of prime rib at the next house. He didn’t say
much, but then, how could he? He was eating non-stop.
The family, plus one, arrived at Sunny’s home for dessert. She noticed the young man
had a guitar among his luggage, so she asked him if he knew how to play any Christmas
carols. He picked up his guitar and began to lead the family in an evening of beautiful
Christmas music. They sang carols and many of their favorite songs, including White
Christmas. When his parents arrived to pick him he motioned to her piano and asked if he
could do one more song.
The young man sat down at the piano and played a beautiful rendition of Amazing Grace
and Jesus Loves Me, combined into one song. When he finished playing there was a holy
silence in the room. The family gathered around the young man, giving him hugs and
wishing him and his family a blessed Christmas.
That night Sunny lay in bed thinking about the blessing she might have missed if she had
pushed for what she thought she wanted. She asked God to forgive her self-centeredness
and thanked him for the joy of that evening. That Christmas Eve will always be one of her
family’s favorite memories.
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Thursday, December 24, 2015
This is an important day for you and your family. Christmas is one of the ways we make
memories. What do you want your family to remember about this Christmas celebration?
It is good to think about that right now.
Make plans, then give God permission to change them if he wants to. When you made
him Lord, you gave him that right. Your holiday interruption may become your happiest
memory of this Christmas season.
Your life is your most important sermon. Your family will see your actions and those
will be the things most remembered. What do you want your family to understand about
Christmas and your faith in Jesus as Lord?
When you grow weary in well-doing, bow your head and hear God say, “Don’t be weary”
(Galatians 6:9). God has a purpose for your faith this Christmas. Ask him to help you
shine his light into every room and every moment of the holiday.
Isaiah wrote, “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed
me to proclaim good news to the poor” (Isaiah 61:1). God anointed you with his Holy
Spirit when you accepted Jesus as your Lord. Christmas is a great time to proclaim him
and share the good news of Christmas with those around you.
If you find yourself in busy lines at a mall or airport, proclaim Jesus in the way you smile
and treat others. If company arrives that causes stress, love them with the grace of Christ
Jesus. If your children are consumed with passion for what is under the tree, help them
focus on the baby inside the manger instead.
God has given us his Holy Spirit and calls us to proclaim the truth about Christmas. Let
us say with the psalmist, “May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart
be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.” May those words be our
gift to the Christ child this blessed Christmas Eve and may those around us witness and
remember the character of Christ they saw in our lives.

Your life is your most important sermon.
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The Birthday of A King
The origins of this old Christmas hymn are unknown. The words are sung to a joyful
melody, intended to create a sound of celebration for all to hear.

In the little village of Bethlehem,
There lay a child one day,
And the sky was bright,
With a holy light,
O’er the place where Jesus lay.
Alleluia!
O how the angels sang!
Alleluia!
How it rang!
And the sky was bright,
With a holy light,
‘Twas the birthday of a King.
Humble birthplace,
But O!
How much God gave to us that day!
From the manger bed what a path has led,
What a perfect holy way.
Alleluia!
O how the angels sang!
Alleluia!
How it rang!
And the sky was bright,
With a Holy light,
‘Twas the birthday of a King.
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Friday, December 25, 2015
Hallelujah is an exclamation of worship or a call to praise. The word is translated
from two Hebrew words meaning, “Praise ye the Lord.” The Greek form of the
word is Alleluia.
The word is only found on one occasion in the New Testament—Revelation chapter
nineteen. That passage of praise to Jesus Christ contains these words:
Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like
loud peals of thunder, shouting:“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us
rejoice and be glad and give him glory! (Revelation 19:6-7)
Hundreds of years before Mary and Joseph made the journey to Bethlehem Isaiah
wrote, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).
Today is Christmas and the baby in the manger is now seated on a throne. God gave us
his Son and now everything rests on his shoulders. Jesus is our Counselor, our God, the
everlasting Father and our Prince of Peace.
May that truth about Christ fill your day with a holy wonder. Enjoy your family. Laugh
and remember. Pray for those who are lonely, maybe even taking the time to give one of
those people a quick Christmas call or visit. Allow God to bless your day and fill it with
his miraculous presence, power and purpose.
Today we celebrate Jesus, the precious gift we have been given by our Heavenly Father.
“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!
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All of us at the Denison Forum wish you and your family a happy and
holy holiday as you celebrate the miracle of our Savior’s birth. We are
blessed to share our ministry with each of you.
May you have a Merry Christmas and a joy-filled New Year!
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January 1

What Does It Mean to
Have Time Alone with God?
We all have a hunger to know why we’re here. We all have an insatiable desire
for love, passion and purpose. Maybe you’ve had a relationship with God
for years. Maybe you’re still trying to figure out if God even exists or if he is
knowable. Wherever you are in your journey with God, know this–God longs
to satisfy your hunger. He knows everything about you. He’s counted every hair
on your head and thinks about you more than the grains of sand (Psalm 139:18).
And he loves you more than you could ever comprehend. So great is his steadfast
love for you that he has a perfect plan for every one of your days. He longs to
transform your thoughts, emotions and actions with his loving kindness that your
life may be filled with passion, purpose, satisfaction and the wonderful peace of
his presence.
We all need transformation. We all need the freedom and healing that comes
from relationship with our Creator. And we serve a God of miraculous
transformation. Scripture says, “God formed Man out of dirt from the ground
and blew into his nostrils the breath of life. The Man came alive – a living soul!”
(Genesis 2:7 MSG). Psalm 139:13 states that God knit you together in your
mother’s womb. You are fearfully and wonderfully made for relationship with
your heavenly Father (Psalm 139:14). Your heavenly Father longs to bring about
miraculous transformation every day of your life that you would be increasingly
marked by the powerful work of his presence.
So how does God desire to bring about transformation? What are his perfect
plans for filling your days with passion, purpose and love? God’s main avenue
for transformation is through spending time alone with him every day. No matter
where you are in your relationship with God, time spent in the presence of your
Creator receiving a tangible revelation of his steadfast love will be the catalyst to
living a life transformed. Just as a candle must be ignited with a flame to burn,
you have to continuously encounter the fire of God’s love to live a transformed,
joy-filled life. He is the only constant source that you have. His nearness is the
only way you will find lasting satisfaction. Nothing else will supply all you need
to live the life you truly desire.
That’s what First15 is all about. First15 was created to give you a practical
resource to meet God every day. No matter how busy you are, you can set aside
fifteen minutes to connect with your Creator and Sustainer. God longs to meet
with you. He waits patiently to spend time with you. Think of that! The Creator

of the universe, of all things wonderful and good is patiently waiting right now
to spend time with you!
The choice of how you will spend this year is entirely up to you. I pray that you
would be filled with the longing and strength to spend time with your heavenly
Father. I pray that this resource is helpful in connecting you to the Father that
your longings would be fully satisfied in meeting with him. God is a limitless
ocean of grace and help. And all that’s necessary to receive from him is some
time, open hands and an open heart. God calls you his beloved and longs for you
to know to greater depths “the breadth and length and height and depth” of his
great love for you (Ephesians 3:18).
Spend some time in guided prayer receiving the love of God. Answer the call to
seek his face as David did in Psalm 27 saying, “Your face Lord do I seek.”

Guided Prayer
1. Take some time to ask God how he feels about you.
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” John 10:27
2. Write down how God feels about you.
“How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!
If I would count them, they are more than the sand. I awake, and I am still with
you.” Psalm 139:17-18
3. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you the desire, self-control and faithfulness to
spend time each day in his presence developing your relationship with God.
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” Revelation 3:20
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