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2014 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL

Finding Your Victory In Christ
I NTRO DUC TI ON
The world's religions are based on what religious teachers said—Christianity is based on what Jesus
did. The fact that Jesus of Nazareth was raised from the dead is still changing our world 20 centuries
later.
Charles Wesley's hymn celebrates the triumphant Easter story:
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!
Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!i
Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 15 to proclaim Jesus' resurrection and ours. It is the longest chapter in any of
his letters. As I have explored its monumental truths, they have encouraged, challenged, and excited
me each day. As we study them verse by verse, day by day, I pray that the Spirit will use them to do the
same for you.
Note: the translations that begin each day's reading are my own.
All other biblical citations, unless otherwise noted, are from the English Standard Version (ESV).ii
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DAY 1
Wednes day, M arch 5
Now I want to remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, and
on which you have taken your stand (1 Corinthians 15:1 ).
On average, they stand 13 feet high and weigh 14 tons. The largest of them weighs as much as 165
tons. There are 887 of them on the island. And no one is sure why.
In 1722 a Dutch explorer discovered their
island. It happened to be Easter Sunday, so he
Many people see Easter as an
named his discovery Easter Island. Here the
explorer found the famous "moai" of Easter island, unconnected to the rest of
Island, giant statues which guard the beach
and dot the island. You've undoubtedly seen the year - a religious event with
them in pictures—huge stone figures,
little relevance to our daily lives.
mostly faces, standing mute and stoic for
centuries. We're not sure how the people of
Easter Island made them, or how they moved
them. Theories abound, but no one is certain. Easter Island is, in a sense, a fascinating miracle.
Easter Day can be like Easter Island for us—a miracle, but an island, isolated from the continent of life.
An annual religious observance and little more. The last church I pastored typically experienced a 50%
decline in worship attendance from Easter Sunday to the next week. Other churches in our community
experienced the same decline. Clearly, many people see Easter as an island, unconnected to the rest of
the year. A religious event with little relevance to our daily lives.
But our lives and souls need more. We need a transforming daily experience with the Christ who rose
on Easter Sunday. This Lenten guide is intended to help you encounter the rising and living Christ every
day.
Is Easter an island you visit or a home where you live?
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What God's word means
1 Corinthians 15 is the third-longest chapter in the New Testament (after Luke 1 and 22). It is probably
the earliest written record of Jesus' resurrection, likely predating the Gospel records. Paul wrote it to
brothers, men and women who had made Christ their Lord and now constituted the church in
Corinth. However, some were confused. Their Greek culture viewed the body as the "prison house" of
the soul and rejected the concept of its resurrection. As a result, these readers believed that "there is
no resurrection of the dead" (v. 12).
In response, Paul sought to remind ("make known so that you remember and understand") them of
the gospel ("good news, glad tidings," a word Paul apparently coined) he preached ("proclaimed,
heralded") to them when he established their church (Acts 18:1-18). They had received ("taken as a
personal possession") this message when they heard it, and now have taken your stand ("have
stood in the past and now stand today") on its truth. Like trees planted in fertile soil, they have found
stability here in an ever-shifting world.
Why Easter matters
While 73 percent of Americans say they are Christians, just 41 percent plan to attend Easter worship
services. Only 42 percent of us believe that the meaning of Easter is the resurrection of Jesus. A mere
two percent of Americans describe Easter as the most important holiday of the year.
Like the Corinthian Christians, many of us need to be reminded that Easter is good news. It is
"news"—a factual report about an event that has occurred in history. As Paul will prove shortly, Jesus
Christ really died on a Roman cross and really rose on the third day from a borrowed tomb. This news
is "good"—because Jesus rose, we will rise. Because he lives, we will live.
How to respond
Because of Easter, my parents rose from their grave and are in heaven today. So are your loved ones
who died in Christ. Will you join them one day? If you're not sure, ask Jesus to forgive your sins and
invite him to become your Lord and King, then tell a Christian what you've done. If you know you'll be
in heaven, thank the risen Christ for your eternal life.
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DAY 2
Thur s day, M arch 6
through which you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you, unless you
believed in vain (1 Corinthians 15:2).
While I was writing this Lenten guide, our first grandchild was born. Watching my son hold his daughter was a moment I'll never forget. She will always be his child, even as he will always be mine. My
sons have been my children from the moment of their conception. No matter what they do or how
they feel about me, they cannot undo their birth. Once we are born to our parents, we cannot be
"unborn." We will belong to them forever.
It is the same with our heavenly Father. Once we are "born again" as his children (John 3:3), we cannot
be "unborn." If you have made the risen Christ your Lord, he has forgiven your sins and given you
eternal life. His Father is now your Father, forever.
The best advice I've ever received what this simple maxim: "Always remember the source of your
personal worth." Do you find worth today in your possessions, popularity, or performance? Or in God's
eternal love for you?
What God's word means
Paul's readers are saved ("are continually being rescued, kept from harm") by the grace which the
gospel proclaims. However, they must hold firmly ("claim, continue to hold") to this word I
preached to you. Otherwise, they believed in vain ("without due consideration").
The apostle did not mean that faith earns our salvation. Rather, our faith positions us to receive what
grace alone can give: "by grace you have been saved through faith" (Ephesians 2:8). Nor did he mean
that true Christians can lose their salvation. If we do not continue to hold firmly to our faith, such a
lapse indicates that our commitment was never genuine. Like the "foolish man" who heard God's
word but did not respond to it by faith, our house will fall when tested by the storms of life (Matthew
7:26-27; cf. 1 John 2:19).
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Why Easter matters
I became a Christian in 1973. Across more than four decades, I have asked many hard questions about
Christianity: how can a good God allow evil and suffering? What happens to those who never hear the
gospel? How do science and Scripture relate? But I have continued to believe that God is real and that
I am his child.
It is not that I have held onto Jesus. Rather, the risen Christ has held onto me: "My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one
will snatch them out of my hand" (John 10:28-29). If Jesus had not risen from the dead, I would be
following a dead man rather than trusting a living Lord. My relationship with him would be based
entirely on my performance rather than his power. Because he rose from the dead, he is able to
intercede for me (Romans 8:34) and empower me with his presence today (Matthew 28:20).
How to respond
Can you remember a time when you asked
Jesus to forgive your sins and become your
Lord? If so, claim the fact that "if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come" (2 Corinthians 5:17). If not, ask Jesus to forgive you and
make you God's child.

Ten thousand millennia after
the mountains have vanished
and the stars have vaporized,
your life in heaven will
have only begun.

Because of Easter, the risen Christ can hear our prayers and give us eternal life. His love for you provides
a personal worth that nothing in this world can match. Ten thousand millennia after the mountains
have vanished and the stars have vaporized, your life in heaven will have only begun. The saints of the
ages and the angels of all eternity are already praising him. Have you joined them today?
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