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Finding Your Victory In Christ
I NTRO DUC TI ON
The world's religions are based on what religious teachers said—Christianity is based on what Jesus
did. The fact that Jesus of Nazareth was raised from the dead is still changing our world 20 centuries
later.
Charles Wesley's hymn celebrates the triumphant Easter story:
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!
Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!1
Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 15 to proclaim Jesus' resurrection and ours. It is the longest chapter in any of
his letters. As I have explored its monumental truths, they have encouraged, challenged, and excited
me each day. As we study them verse by verse, day by day, I pray that the Spirit will use them to do the
same for you.
Note: the translations that begin each day's reading are my own.
All other biblical citations, unless otherwise noted, are from the English Standard Version (ESV).2
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DAY 1
Wednes day, M arch 5
Now I want to remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, and
on which you have taken your stand (1 Corinthians 15:1 ).
On average, they stand 13 feet high and weigh 14 tons. The largest of them weighs as much as 165
tons. There are 887 of them on the island. And no one is sure why.
In 1722 a Dutch explorer discovered their
island. It happened to be Easter Sunday, so he
Many people see Easter as an
named his discovery Easter Island. Here the
explorer found the famous "moai" of Easter island, unconnected to the rest of
Island, giant statues which guard the beach
and dot the island. You've undoubtedly seen the year - a religious event with
them in pictures—huge stone figures,
little relevance to our daily lives.
mostly faces, standing mute and stoic for
centuries. We're not sure how the people of
Easter Island made them, or how they moved
them. Theories abound, but no one is certain. Easter Island is, in a sense, a fascinating miracle.
Easter Day can be like Easter Island for us—a miracle, but an island, isolated from the continent of life.
An annual religious observance and little more. The last church I pastored typically experienced a 50%
decline in worship attendance from Easter Sunday to the next week. Other churches in our community
experienced the same decline. Clearly, many people see Easter as an island, unconnected to the rest of
the year. A religious event with little relevance to our daily lives.
But our lives and souls need more. We need a transforming daily experience with the Christ who rose
on Easter Sunday. This Lenten guide is intended to help you encounter the rising and living Christ every
day.
Is Easter an island you visit or a home where you live?
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What God's word means
1 Corinthians 15 is the third-longest chapter in the New Testament (after Luke 1 and 22). It is probably
the earliest written record of Jesus' resurrection, likely predating the Gospel records. Paul wrote it to
brothers, men and women who had made Christ their Lord and now constituted the church in
Corinth. However, some were confused. Their Greek culture viewed the body as the "prison house" of
the soul and rejected the concept of its resurrection. As a result, these readers believed that "there is
no resurrection of the dead" (v. 12).
In response, Paul sought to remind ("make known so that you remember and understand") them of
the gospel ("good news, glad tidings," a word Paul apparently coined) he preached ("proclaimed,
heralded") to them when he established their church (Acts 18:1-18). They had received ("taken as a
personal possession") this message when they heard it, and now have taken your stand ("have
stood in the past and now stand today") on its truth. Like trees planted in fertile soil, they have found
stability here in an ever-shifting world.
Why Easter matters
While 73 percent of Americans say they are Christians, just 41 percent plan to attend Easter worship
services. Only 42 percent of us believe that the meaning of Easter is the resurrection of Jesus. A mere
two percent of Americans describe Easter as the most important holiday of the year.
Like the Corinthian Christians, many of us need to be reminded that Easter is good news. It is
"news"—a factual report about an event that has occurred in history. As Paul will prove shortly, Jesus
Christ really died on a Roman cross and really rose on the third day from a borrowed tomb. This news
is "good"—because Jesus rose, we will rise. Because he lives, we will live.
How to respond
Because of Easter, my parents rose from their grave and are in heaven today. So are your loved ones
who died in Christ. Will you join them one day? If you're not sure, ask Jesus to forgive your sins and
invite him to become your Lord and King, then tell a Christian what you've done. If you know you'll be
in heaven, thank the risen Christ for your eternal life.
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DAY 2
Thur s day, M arch 6
through which you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you, unless you
believed in vain (1 Corinthians 15:2).
While I was writing this Lenten guide, our first grandchild was born. Watching my son hold his daughter was a moment I'll never forget. She will always be his child, even as he will always be mine. My
sons have been my children from the moment of their conception. No matter what they do or how
they feel about me, they cannot undo their birth. Once we are born to our parents, we cannot be
"unborn." We will belong to them forever.
It is the same with our heavenly Father. Once we are "born again" as his children (John 3:3), we cannot
be "unborn." If you have made the risen Christ your Lord, he has forgiven your sins and given you
eternal life. His Father is now your Father, forever.
The best advice I've ever received what this simple maxim: "Always remember the source of your
personal worth." Do you find worth today in your possessions, popularity, or performance? Or in God's
eternal love for you?
What God's word means
Paul's readers are saved ("are continually being rescued, kept from harm") by the grace which the
gospel proclaims. However, they must hold firmly ("claim, continue to hold") to this word I
preached to you. Otherwise, they believed in vain ("without due consideration").
The apostle did not mean that faith earns our salvation. Rather, our faith positions us to receive what
grace alone can give: "by grace you have been saved through faith" (Ephesians 2:8). Nor did he mean
that true Christians can lose their salvation. If we do not continue to hold firmly to our faith, such a
lapse indicates that our commitment was never genuine. Like the "foolish man" who heard God's
word but did not respond to it by faith, our house will fall when tested by the storms of life (Matthew
7:26-27; cf. 1 John 2:19).
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Why Easter matters
I became a Christian in 1973. Across more than four decades, I have asked many hard questions about
Christianity: how can a good God allow evil and suffering? What happens to those who never hear the
gospel? How do science and Scripture relate? But I have continued to believe that God is real and that
I am his child.
It is not that I have held onto Jesus. Rather, the risen Christ has held onto me: "My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one
will snatch them out of my hand" (John 10:28-29). If Jesus had not risen from the dead, I would be
following a dead man rather than trusting a living Lord. My relationship with him would be based
entirely on my performance rather than his power. Because he rose from the dead, he is able to
intercede for me (Romans 8:34) and empower me with his presence today (Matthew 28:20).
How to respond
Can you remember a time when you asked
Jesus to forgive your sins and become your
Lord? If so, claim the fact that "if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come" (2 Corinthians 5:17). If not, ask Jesus to forgive you and
make you God's child.

Ten thousand millennia after
the mountains have vanished
and the stars have vaporized,
your life in heaven will
have only begun.

Because of Easter, the risen Christ can hear our prayers and give us eternal life. His love for you provides
a personal worth that nothing in this world can match. Ten thousand millennia after the mountains
have vanished and the stars have vaporized, your life in heaven will have only begun. The saints of the
ages and the angels of all eternity are already praising him. Have you joined them today?
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Fr iday, M arch 7
For I delivered to you as of first importance that which I also received, that Christ died on
behalf of our sins according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3).
On Monday before Easter Sunday in 1997, our ministry staff at my church in Atlanta began a spiritual
retreat. Late that afternoon I took a walk down to the Chattahoochee River, then hiked to the waterfall
on the retreat property. It was a brilliant spring day, with not a cloud in the sky. I sat on a wooden deck
overlooking the waterfall as it splashed into a creek that wandered down to the river, and God spoke to
me.
He showed me that my faith had become a religion, not a relationship. That I was working for him, not
walking with him. I couldn't remember the last time I prayed, not to complete a prayer list or ask for
his help, but because I simply wanted to be with God. I couldn't remember the last time I read the
Scriptures, not to prepare a Bible study or complete a morning "quiet time," but simply because I
wanted to hear from him. I couldn't remember the last time I took an hour to listen to God, or the last
time I told him with all my heart that I loved him.
Easter was real for me, but the living Christ was not relevant. During those two days, I learned how to
fall back in love with Jesus again. I discovered the transforming difference between a religion about
Jesus and a passionate relationship with him.
Which would he say you have with him today?
What God's word means
Paul delivered ("handed over") to the Corinthians as of first importance ("as of the highest significance") that message which he also received ("had been given by others"). Delivered and received
were technical words in Paul's culture for the reception and distribution of religious instruction.
Note that this message was not given to Paul by men, but directly by Jesus: "the gospel that was
preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ" (Galatians 1:11-12). Assuming this "revelation" came
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at his Damascus road conversion (Acts 9), Paul received this message 20 years before transmitting it to
the Corinthians. As such, it is likely the earliest "creed" in Christian history.
Here is the essential message of the Christian faith. First, Christ died as a fact of history. Second, he
died on behalf of ("for, in place of, as a result of") our sins ("guilt, sinfulness"). This fact proves his
sinlessness (Hebrews 4:15), as Chrysostom (died A.D. 407) noted: "How could Christ die for sinners if he
were a sinner himself?"3 Jesus' death freed us from past sins as well as bondage to sin. Third, he did so
according to the Scriptures. His atoning sacrifice fulfilled Isaiah 53:5: "he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed."
Why Easter matters
As Nazi soldiers were lining up Jewish women for the gas chambers, one distraught mother refused to
part with her baby. A simple woman known to the prisoners as Mother Maria saw that the guard
wasn't watching. So she pushed the mother aside and took her place in line.
At Calvary, Jesus did the same for you. He paid the penalty for your sins by dying in your place. If he
had refused the cross, his Father could not forgive your sins. They would bar you from God's perfect
heaven, consigning you to eternity in hell. But on Good Friday, "God made him who had no sin to be
sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God" (2 Corinthians 5:21, NIV).
How to respond
On March 15, 1985, World War II veteran Wayne Alderson appeared on The Today Show. Asked about
his most significant memory of the war, Alderson told about a redheaded friend who saved his life. A
German soldier threw a grenade at Alderson, which exploded and sent him facedown and wounded
into the mud. Nearby, a German machine gun began firing in his direction. Alderson knew that if the
grenade wound did not kill him, the machine gun would.
But his friend turned him over so he could breathe and threw his own body over him. He died protecting him from certain death. With tears welling up in his eyes, Alderson said, "I can never forget the
person who sacrificed his life to save me. I owe everything to him. I can never forget . . . I owe
everything."
What do you owe the One who died for you?
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DAY 4
S at urday, M arch 8
and that he was buried, and that he has been raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures, and that he was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve (1 Corinthians 15:4-5).
Psychologists list over 700 phobias in our society today. Everything from “arachibutyrophobia,” the fear
of getting peanut butter stuck to the roof of your mouth, to “phobophobia,” the fear of fear.
What do you fear today? What causes you anxiety and worry? Why do you need peace?
What God's word means
Jesus was buried ("entombed, placed horizontally in a tomb"). The word does not describe burial in
the ground but in an above-ground tomb. Next, he has been raised (literally "was raised and is now
raised permanently"). Note the passive—Jesus did not raise himself, but was raised by the Spirit
(Romans 1:4) through the power of the Father (Galatians 1:1).
This miracle occurred on the third day. As the Jews counted time, any part of a day constituted a
whole day. Easter fulfilled our Lord's prediction: "Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on
the third day be raised" (Matthew 16:21; cf. 17:23; Luke 9:22).
Easter occurred according to the Scriptures. Jesus' resurrection fulfilled Psalm 16:10, "You will not
abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption." Isaiah 53 predicted that "when his soul
makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days" (v. 10). Paul may also
have had Hosea 6:2 in mind: "on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him."
Afterward he was seen ("was made manifest as real"), proving that Jesus was raised as a physical
body. When the risen Christ met some of his disciples, "they came up and took hold of his feet and
worshiped him" (Matthew 28:9). He later broke bread at Emmaus (Luke 24:30), showed his disciples
his hands and feet (v. 40), ate broiled fish (v. 41-43), and made breakfast for his disciples (John
21:9-13).
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Our Lord made 10 post-resurrection appearances, of which Paul listed five in chronological order. He
was seen by Cephas (the Aramaic name for Peter; Paul never calls him "Simon"), a fact attested by the
other apostles: "The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!" (Luke 24:34; cf. Mark 16:7).
Even though Peter had denied him three times, Jesus would not deny his failed apostle.
Then (the Greek indicates sequence) by the rest of the twelve (the title refers to the original apostles,
excluding Judas). The risen Christ appeared to them on Easter Sunday (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-23);
the next Sunday with Thomas present (John 20:24-29); and still later beside the Sea of Galilee (John
21:1-13), which constituted "the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised
from the dead" (v. 14). Paul omitted Jesus' post-resurrection appearances to women, most likely
because females were not considered reliable witnesses in the Corinthian culture.
Why Easter matters
Chinese theologian Watchman Nee observed,
"Our old history ends with the cross; our new
history begins with the resurrection." Because
of Easter, your eternal life is guaranteed. In
addition, no matter what challenges you face
today, the risen Christ is "with you always, to
the end of the age" (Matthew 28:20). Your
fears are no match for his transforming
omnipotence.

"Our old history ends with
the cross; our new history
begins with the resurrection."
WATCHMAN N EE

How to respond
Thomas Merton: "It is of the very essence of Christianity to face suffering and death not because they
are good, not because they have meaning, but because the resurrection of Jesus has robbed them of
their meaning." The worst that can happen to you will lead to the best that can happen to you.
Fear knocked; faith answered; there was no one there. What fears are standing at your door today?
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Sunday, M arch 9
then he was seen by over five hundred brothers at one time, of whom the majority remain until
now, though some fell asleep (1 Corinthians 15:6).
When I was a senior in college, I faced a great crisis of faith. I would soon graduate, enter seminary, and
spend my life in Christian ministry. I found myself asking, "Is my faith based on facts or tradition? Should I
spend the rest of my life spreading a message I can't be sure is true? How do I know?"
How would you answer my questions?
What God's word means
The risen Christ spent 40 days with his followers before returning to heaven (Acts 1:3). After he appeared
to Peter and the other apostles, he was seen ("he was made manifest") to over five hundred brothers.
This fact shows that Jesus' followers numbered far more than the Twelve or even the 120 later gathered in
Jerusalem (Acts 1:15). "Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across
the Jordan followed him" (Matthew 4:25), and 5,000 families later did the same (John 6:10). As a result,
we should not be surprised that 500 brothers met the risen Christ three years later.
Our Lord met them at one time, not individually or in small groups, pointing to a singular gathering not
otherwise described in the New Testament. Jesus' repeated references to Galilee as the place where he
would meet his disciples (Mark 14:28; Matthew 28:7, 10) may have been disseminated among his larger
band of followers, most of whom were from this region (cf. Matthew 4:23). Given the dispersion of his
disciples after Jesus' arrest (Mark 14:50), it is likely that the Galileans would have retreated from Jewish and
Roman authorities in Jerusalem by returning to their homes. Perhaps he met them in Galilee, along with
the "eleven disciples" at "the mountain where Jesus had told them to go" (Matthew 28:16).
Of this number, the majority remain, indicating that Paul knew them or of them. Until now refers to
the two decades that passed between Easter and the writing of 1 Corinthians. However, some eyewitnesses fell asleep, a typical biblical metaphor for a believer's death (cf. Acts 7:60).
Paul's point is that his readers could still interview these eyewitnesses to the risen Christ if they wished. As
significant and foundational figures in the Christian movement, perhaps some were even known to the
Corinthian church.
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Why Easter matters
Lee Strobel quotes a psychologist who describes hallucinations as individual events. Strobel comments: "If
500 people have the same hallucination, that's a bigger miracle than the resurrection." Chuck Colson
noted: "Watergate embroiled 12 of the most powerful men in the world—and they couldn't keep a lie for
three weeks. You're telling me 12 apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible."
Remember that these believers all faced severe persecution for refusing to recant their commitment to
their risen Lord. They were part of a group of 500 Christians who continued to claim that they had met the
risen Christ, 25 years later. We do not have a single record of a single eyewitness recanting his or her
testimony.
If 500 credible witnesses claimed to have seen a meteor streak over their region, and reporters could still
interview most of them 20 years later, would skeptics deny that such an event occurred? If they did, would
we be more likely to fault the eyewitnesses or the bias of the critics?
Jesus' post-resurrection appearance to 500 eyewitnesses is further proof that Easter is not just a tradition or
a holiday, but a fact of history.
How to respond
As a college senior, I began investigating the truth claims of Christianity for myself. I learned that Roman
and Jewish historians documented Jesus' life and death, and recorded the fact that early Christians believed
him to have been raised from the grave. But I could find no reasonable explanation for his empty tomb. If
the disciples or women stole the body, they then kept their secret and died for a lie. If the authorities stole
the body, they would have produced it. If the disciples went to the wrong tomb, the Romans or Joseph of
Arimathea (the tomb's owner) would have pointed them to the right one.
If the disciples' encounter with the risen Christ was a hallucination, we must explain how 500 people had
the same hallucination. If Jesus didn't really die on the cross, he somehow survived his mummified airtight
burial shroud, shoved aside the stone, overpowered the battle-hardened Roman guards, made his way
through locked doors, and did the greatest high jump in history at the ascension.
I could find no other explanation for the changed lives of Jesus' followers, or for the changes he had made
in mine. So I concluded that Jesus rose from the dead. Therefore, he must be God, his word must be true,
and his service must be worth my life. That day, I renewed my commitment to him as my Lord and King.
Would you join me today?
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M on d ay, M a rch 1 0
afterward he was seen by James, then by all the apostles (1 Corinthians 15:7).
A few years ago the American Red Cross was seeking donations to help a group of suffering people in
Africa. A box came with a note which said, "We have been converted, and as a result we want to help.
We won't ever need these again. Can you use them for something?" Inside were Ku Klux Klan sheets,
which the Red Cross tore into strips and used to bandage the wounds of Africans.
The risen Christ forgives sin and gives peace. What guilt from your past is bothering you today?
What God's word means
James could refer to James the son of Zebedee (Matthew 4:21) or James the son of Alphaeus
(Matthew 10:3). However, it is hard to imagine why the risen Christ would appear to either of them
before appearing to all the apostles. James son of Alphaeus is mentioned in the New Testament only
when the apostles are listed. James son of Zebedee never speaks in the New Testament and never
appears in the Gospels apart from his brother John; he was also the first apostle to be martyred for
Christ (Acts 12:2).
Most likely, James refers to Jesus' half-brother (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3). As he is always listed first
among his siblings, he was probably the oldest son of Mary and Joseph.4 He and his brothers did not
believe in Jesus' divinity prior to his resurrection (John 7:5). The risen Christ then appeared to his
skeptical relative; the second-century Gospel According to the Hebrews says that they shared the Lord's
Supper together.
James soon became the most prominent leader in early Christianity (cf. Acts 12:17; 21:18), speaking
for the Jerusalem Council when it decided to allow Gentiles into the church (Acts 15:13-21). He met
alone with Paul after the latter's conversion (Galatians 1:19) and sent a delegation from Jerusalem to
Antioch (Galatians 2:12). Most scholars believe that he also authored the New Testament book of
James.
Early tradition calls him "James the Just" and identifies him as mentor to Stephen, the first martyr.
James was so godly that many Jewish leaders later attributed the Roman destruction of Jerusalem to
his unjust treatment and martyrdom at their hands.
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What Easter means
If James could reject Jesus' divinity despite witnessing his half-brother's sinless character and remarkable miracles, anyone can reject the gospel. However, if such a hardened skeptic could meet the risen
Christ and become the greatest leader in early Christian history, anyone can be transformed by the
gospel.
Because of Easter, your worst sins are no match for God's omnipotent grace.
How to respond
Guilt is not of God. What about your past burdens you today? Name the failure that is causing you
guilt. Admit it to Jesus, specifically and
honestly. Ask him to forgive you, claiming his
promise to "forgive us our sins and purify us
Because of Easter,
from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). Know
your worst sins are no match that he has now separated your sin as far from
you as the east is from the west (Psalm
for God's omnipotent grace.
103:12), burying it in the depths of the sea
(Micah 7:19) and remembering it no more
(Isaiah 43:25).
The next time this guilt attacks you, say to it: "I have confessed that sin and been forgiven, and grace is
greater than guilt." Keep saying it, every time the guilt comes back: "Grace is greater than guilt." You
may have to say it 100 times today and 90 times tomorrow, but eventually the guilt will leave and
grace will win.
What the risen Jesus did for James, he is ready to do for you today.
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and last of all, even as to one abnormally born, he was made manifest to me (1 Corinthians 15:8).
Abraham Lincoln's elementary school teacher said of him, "He is very good with his studies, but he is a
daydreamer and asks foolish questions." A teacher commented about Woodrow Wilson: "He is ten
years old and is just beginning to read and write. He shows signs of improving, but you must not set
your sights too high for him."
One of Amelia Earhart's teachers was worried about her "interest in bugs and other crawling things
and her dare-devil projects," and hoped "we could channel her curiosity into a safe hobby." A teacher
said of young Albert Einstein, "Albert is a very
poor student. He is mentally slow, unsociable,
and is always daydreaming. He is spoiling it for
Your value lies not in the
the rest of the class. It would be in the best
shifting opinion of the world but interests5of all if he were removed from school
at once."

your unconditional acceptance
by the risen Christ.

Do you measure your value by the changing
opinions of society or the unchanging love of
God?

What God's word means
The Apostle has listed Jesus' post-resurrection appearances to Peter, the apostles, the 500, and James.
If his readers disbelieved Peter's testimony, they would have to contend with the apostles' witness. If
they rejected the apostles' testimony, they would have to account for the experience of the 500. If they
rejected their testimony, they would have to account for James' transformation. Finally, as his last
witness, Paul calls himself to the stand.
Last of all could refer to the chronological fact that Paul met the risen Jesus several years after the
others (Acts 9). Or it could refer to himself as last in significance by comparison with them. He
describes himself as one abnormally born, using a fascinating word which means "untimely birth"
or even "one who is miscarried, born prematurely or aborted." The Greek term was first used by Aristo-
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tle and is found only here in the New Testament. (The synonymous Hebrew word is found in Numbers
12:12, Job 3:16, Psalm 58:8 and Ecclesiastes 6:3, meaning "stillborn.") It describes a life form that is
incapable of sustaining itself beyond its birth, emphasizing Paul's weakness and dependence on God.
In the next verse, he will explain why he views himself in this way.
Despite his failings, his Lord was made manifest to me on the Damascus Road. This encounter so
marked Paul that he would recount the story whenever he had the chance. He told it to Luke, who
recorded it in Acts 9. He retold it to a rioting mob in Jerusalem (Acts 22:5-16) and again when he was
on trial for his life before King Agrippa (Acts 26:12-18). This singular event turned him from Christianity's greatest enemy to its greatest global advocate.
Why Easter matters
Saul of Tarsus was one of the most brilliant and capable men of his era. He was born into the royal tribe
of Benjamin, from which the first king of Israel was chosen. He was "educated at the feet of Gamaliel"
(Acts 22:3), thus the most accomplished student of the most brilliant scholar of his day (cf. Acts 26:24).
He became a Pharisee (Philippians 3:5), the most rigorous and respected religious movement in
Judaism. He was conversant in three languages, educated in Greek philosophy (cf. Acts 17:18) and
Jewish rabbinic theology (cf. Galatians 4:24-31).
Yet he came to see himself as one abnormally born, a person with no true significance outside the
grace of God. He learned firsthand that Jesus can transform any life: "If anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold the new has come" (2 Corinthians 5:17). Your value lies not
in the shifting opinion of the world but your unconditional acceptance by the risen Christ.
How to respond
You can measure yourself by performance or possessions, but there's always something else to do or
own. You can measure yourself by popularity, but there's always someone else to impress. Or you can
measure yourself by God's sacrificial love for you.
Your Father considers your eternal life worth the death of his Son. Do you agree?
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Wednes day, M arch 12
For I am the least of the apostles, who is not worthy to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God (1 Corinthians 15:9).
Kim Hyun Hee blew up a Korean Air Lines plane in 1983. In jail she became a Christian, and now tells
anyone who will listen how the risen Christ has changed her life. Manuel Noriega was converted to
Christ in a Miami prison cell, then wrote letters back to his former drug cartel partners in Panama,
telling them of his salvation and urging them to receive Christ. Lee Atwater was the most hated man
in politics. Before he died of brain cancer he met the risen Christ personally. He wrote to all his political
enemies, asking their forgiveness and explaining the gospel to them.
What would you say is the worst mistake you've ever made? Could God redeem even that failure for his
glory and our good?
What God's word means

Think of the most notorious
sinner you know. How would
his or her salvation impact
our world? Paul's life-changing
encounter with the risen Lord
proves that no fault can
exempt us from God's use.

Paul has been citing his transforming encounter
with the risen Christ as evidence for the
resurrection. Now he explains his status outside
God's grace. I am employs the Greek emphatic,
literally translated, "I am especially . . ." The
apostle is least ("most trivial, smallest, most
insignificant") of ("among") the apostles
("delegates, messengers," referring to the
leaders of early Christianity). In fact, he is not
worthy ("not sufficient, inadequate, unqualified") to be called ("identified as") an apostle.
The reason: he persecuted ("ran after, chased, sought to harm") the church ("assembly, community,
gathering") of ("belonging to") God.
Saul (Paul's Hebrew name) took part in Stephen's martyrdom by guarding the outer garments of those
who stoned the first martyr to death (Acts 7:58). Some scholars think this action identifies him as the
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instigator of Stephen's murder. Luke notes that Saul "approved of their killing him" (Acts 8:1). Later,
he was "still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples" (Acts 9:1), obtaining authority to imprison Christians in Damascus (v. 2). Ananias, a believer in that city, had already heard "many
reports about this man and all the harm he has done" to believers in Jerusalem (v. 13).
Paul later admitted to Timothy, "I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man" (1
Timothy 1:13). As a result, he called himself "the very least of all the saints" (Ephesians 3:8) and "the
worst of sinners" (1 Timothy 1:15).
Why Easter matters
Abraham was a liar (Genesis 20:2). Jacob was a deceiver and thief (Genesis 27:5-29). Moses was a
murderer (Exodus 2:12), as was King David (2 Samuel 11:15). Peter denied Jesus three times; all the
apostles except John abandoned their Lord at the cross. And yet God used their lives and service to
extend his Kingdom around the world.
As Augustine noted, "The enemy is more completely vanquished in the case of a man over whom he
holds fuller sway." Think of the most notorious sinner you know. How would his or her salvation
impact our world? Paul's life-changing encounter with the risen Lord proves that no fault can exempt
us from God's use.
How to respond
God redeems all he allows. Ask him to redeem even your failures by using them to help you and others
make him King. Look for ways to help others who are dealing with problems you have faced. Share
your story of God's grace as the Spirit leads you, knowing that your courage and transparency will help
others follow Jesus.
Changed people change the world.
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but by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not in vain, but I labored more
abundantly than them all, yet not I but the grace of God with me. Whether therefore I or they,
so we proclaim and so you believed (1 Corinthians 15:10-11).
The ruins of Ephesus are among the most spectacular on earth. They include the largest outdoor
theater in the ancient world, a library that held 12,000 scrolls, and the Temple of Artemis, one of the
seven wonders of the ancient world. I have led several tour groups there, and marvel each time at "the
glory that was Greece, and the grandeur that was Rome" (Edgar Allen Poe).
One of the most striking features of Ephesus is its numerous temples and statues lining the streets.
Some were erected in tribute to various gods of the Greek and Roman pantheon, and others to the
worship of the Roman emperor. They witness to the transactional religion of their culture—the
people placed a sacrifice on the altar so the "god" would answer their prayers, bless their crops, guard
them in battle, and so on.
Christianity is not a transactional religion but a transformational relationship. Jesus wants every
follower to "deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me" (Luke 9:23). We are to present our
bodies as "a living sacrifice" (Romans 12:1). If Jesus is Lord on Easter Sunday, he must be Lord on
Monday.
Did you make him your King yesterday? Have you submitted to him as your Lord yet today?
What God's word means
Paul the legalist was the church's greatest adversary, but when he encountered grace he became the
church's greatest apostle. His conversion came by the grace ("undeserved favor") of ("belonging to,
finding its source in") God. By such grace I am what I am ("I have become what I am today"), for this
grace to Paul was not in vain ("without effect or result").
Paul labored ("worked to the point of exhaustion") more abundantly ("more excessively, harder")
than them all, referring to the other apostles. He took the gospel to more people, founded more
churches, wrote more books of Scripture, articulated more doctrine, and arguably faced greater
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persecution than the other apostles. However, this remarkable Kingdom ministry resulted not from
Paul's capacities but from the grace of God with me. Elsewhere he captured this divine-human
balance: "For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me" (Colossians
1:29).
The Corinthians believed (the tense indicates definitive action in the past) what Paul and the other
apostles proclaim ("announce, preach"), i.e., the gospel of the risen Christ. Rejecting his witness does
not resolve the issue, for he and the other apostles preached the same resurrection message.
Why Easter matters
Paul thought he was serving God by persecuting Christians, a sect he considered to be aberrant and
heretical. When he realized that their Founder was the true Messiah and Lord, he turned his zeal
against the church into zeal for its cause.
However, there was a significant contrast in motivation between Paul before Christ and after his
conversation. Before, he worked in order to be right with God, believing as a Jewish legalist that his
works could earn him standing with the Lord. Now he worked because he was right with God,
knowing as a Christian saved by grace that no works can achieve righteousness before our holy Lord.
Salvation "is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast" (Ephesians 2:9). Yet "we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them" (v. 10). As Augustine noted: "Paul did not labor in order to receive grace, but he
received grace so that he might labor."
After his conversion, the risen Lord could order him to "enter the city, and you will be told what you are
to do" (Acts 9:6), and his grateful obedience would change the world forever.
How to respond
Do you attend worship on Sunday so God will bless you on Monday? Do you give financially so God will
bless your finances? Do you begin your day with Bible study and prayer so God will bless your day? Or
do you serve Jesus, not so he will love you but because he already does? Not so he will bless you but
because he already has?
How would you complete the sentence, "My ministry is _________________________"?
Now that you have identified your Kingdom assignment, consider your motivation. Why will you serve
your risen King today?
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but if Christ is proclaimed that he has been raised from the dead, how can some among you say
that there is not a resurrection of the dead? (1 Corinthians 15:12).
Nearly nine out of 10 Americans own a Bible, but only 13 percent read from it daily. Nearly half of us
believe that the Bible, the Qur'an and the Book of Mormon all teach the same truth.6 It is conventional
wisdom today that "all roads lead up the same mountain," that "it doesn't matter what you believe so
long as you're sincere and tolerant." We have no right to judge what other people choose to believe
and do, or so we're told.

The resurrection proves that
Jesus keeps his promises,
and that he is Lord
of death and life.

How's this moral relativism working for us?
The U.S. has the highest teen pregnancy rate in
the industrialized world. More than 100,000
websites offer illegal child pornography,
which generates $3 billion annually. Pornography revenues worldwide top all combined
revenues of all professional football, baseball
and basketball franchises. Illegal drugs cost
America $215 billion annually; 25 million
drug users are under the age of 12.

David asked God, "Who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may live on your holy hill?" (Psalm 15:1).
The Lord answered: "He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who speaks the
truth from his heart" (v. 2). Scripture is clear: "Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord
looks at the heart" (1 Samuel 16:7). D. L. Moody claimed, "What you are in the dark, that you truly are."
What are you today?
What God's word means
With verse 12 we come to the reason for Paul's writing of 1 Corinthians 15—he has learned that some
in the Corinthian church deny the resurrection of the dead. As we have seen, their Greek culture
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viewed the body as the "prison house of the soul" and would have seen such a resurrection as illogical
and disastrous. Now they must choose between their pagan culture and established Christian
doctrine.
Why Easter matters
Note that the proclamation of Christ is tied immediately to the fact that he has been raised ("he has
been made to stand up and is standing now") from the dead. If there were no Easter, it might seem
to us that Jesus was just another religious teacher.
Actually, he would have been far worse—he would be either a liar or a lunatic. He consistently
predicted his own resurrection (Matthew 16:21; 17:23; Luke 9:22), a statement no other significant
religious leader ever made. Imagine the disrepute Islam would face if Muhammad claimed that he
would be raised from the dead, yet pilgrims can visit his remains in Mecca.
The resurrection proves that Jesus keeps his promises, and that he is Lord of death and life.
How to respond
Easter is central to the gospel. And yet some in Corinth separated the two, choosing their cultural
worldview over their faith commitment. Are we tempted to do the same?
In recent years, many churches and denominations have become embroiled in debates over same-sex
marriage. The vast majority admit that Scripture forbids homosexual activity and reserves marriage
for heterosexuals. But some now claim that the Bible is outdated or simply wrong on this issue.
Similarly, some believers agree that Scripture views life as beginning at conception, but have sided
with their culture in supporting abortion on demand.
Believers must often choose between what is popular and what is biblical. Are you facing such a
decision today? Remember Jesus' promise: "You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free"
(John 8:32). Where do you need to align your personal life with God's authoritative word?
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Now if there is not a resurrection of the dead, neither has Christ been raised; and if Christ has not
been raised, our proclamation is then meaningless, and your faith is also meaningless
(1 Corinthians 15:13-14).
In my opinion, R. G. Lee was the most eloquent preacher Southern Baptists have ever known. In 1965, he
was invited to preach in Fort Worth, Texas. He concluded his sermon with these words:
One day as a young child, I asked my mother, "What was the happiest day of your life?" I
thought she might say something about the day one of her children was born, or the day
my father asked her to marry him, or perhaps her wedding day. For a long moment she sat
there and then looked across the room as if she could see for a great distance. And then she spoke.
"It was during the war between the North and South. The men were all away. My mother,
your grandmother, had to do the work of a man in the fields. She eked out a living for us
from the farm. One day a letter came saying that my father, your grandfather Bennett, had
been killed. That letter contained a great many kind words about his bravery and sacrifice.
Mother did not cry much that day, but at night we could hear her sob in the dark of our small house.
"About four months later, it was summer, we were all sitting on the porch shelling beans. A
man came down the road, and mother watched him for a while and then said, 'Elizabeth,
honey, don't think me strange, but that man coming yonder walks like your father.' The man
kept coming along the road, but we children thought, 'It couldn't be him.' As he came to the
break in the fence where the path ran, he turned in. Mother sprang from her chair scattering
beans everywhere. She began to run, and she yelled over her shoulders, 'Children, it's your
father.' She ran all the way across the field until they met. She kissed him and cried and held
him for the longest. And that, Robert Lee, was the happiest hour I ever knew."
Then Dr. Lee concluded, "And that is but a small joy compared with the resurrection morning when we shall
see the face of Jesus, when we shall see loved ones long gone."
Because of Easter, I will see my parents again in paradise. You will see loved ones who died in Christ. But
we don't have to wait for eternity to meet our risen Lord. He is as close as our knees.

When last did time alone with Jesus change your life?
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What God's word means
In refuting the Corinthians' cultural bias against bodily resurrection, Paul first appealed to the Easter
doctrine his readers had accepted (v. 12). Now he appeals to syllogistic logic, a tool much valued by their
Greek culture: major premise + minor premise = conclusion. For instance: major premise (it is raining
outside) + minor premise (I am outside) = conclusion (I am getting wet).
Paul's major premise: If the philosophers are right about physical resurrection, neither has Christ been
raised. What applies to our bodies must apply to his. Minor premise: then our proclamation
("preaching, message") is meaningless ("useless, empty, in vain, without merit"). Conclusion: your
faith is also meaningless. The Corinthians had taken their "stand" on the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1).
However, if they reject Jesus' resurrection, by force of logic they must also reject the faith which has brought
them such salvation and hope.
Why Easter matters
Thomas Jefferson was one of America's greatest leaders and scholars. However, he viewed Jesus as a great
moral teacher but not as the Son of God. He cut from the Gospels every reference to the miraculous,
creating the so-called Jefferson Bible. It ends with this statement from John 19:41-42 and Matthew 27:60:
"Now, in the place where he was crucified, there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein
was never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus. And rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and
departed."7
If there is no bodily resurrection, Jesus' story ends at the tomb. So does ours. If the grave could defeat the
sinless Son of God, it can certainly defeat us. By placing our hope for eternal life in a dead man, we have
trusted a promise that cannot be kept, a source that will fail us.
But Jefferson was wrong and the angels at the tomb were right: "He is not here, for he has risen, as he said"
(Matthew 28:6).
How to respond
In his classic The Power of Prayer, R. A. Torrey warns that many Christians pray on the basis of their own
merits. We attend worship services, read Scripture, and give money and time, so we think we deserve God's
answers to our prayers. In fact, God answers our prayers only on the merits of Jesus' atoning grace. We are
to pray "in his name" (John 14:13, 14), as though Jesus signed his name to our check so that we can draw
on his account. There alone are the funds necessary for our needs.8
Because of Easter, you can have a personal relationship with your holy Father and meet him in his throne
room every day. Is he waiting on you today?
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And also we are found false witnesses of God, because we witnessed about God that he raised
Christ, whom he did not raise, if dead persons are not raised. For if dead persons are not
raised, neither has Christ been raised (1 Corinthians 15:15-16).
What was your earliest picture of God? Mine was of an old man with a white beard and a giant set of
scales. I thought the bad went on one side and the good on the other. If the good outweighed the bad
you were "in"; if not, you weren't. If you are good, go to church, try to be religious, then God likes you.
If you're not, he doesn't.
Unfortunately, most people think that is true. Fortunately, most people are wrong.
I committed the first sin I can remember when
I stole a pack of gum from a grocery store while
my mother wasn't looking. That sin didn't start
a war or end a life, but it was enough to
separate me from our perfect God and his
perfect paradise. The smallest cancer can kill
the largest patient.

Easter is truly the foundation
on which Christianity
stands or falls.

God's scale doesn't balance good and bad—the first weight we place on the side of sin tips the scale
to evil. The good news is that our Judge has found a way to remove "every weight and sin" (Hebrews
12:1) from our scale. His solution is both reasonable and gracious, and works for every person who will
trust it.
Why do you need his solution for sin today?
What God's word means
Paul continues his logical exploration of the Corinthians' conflicted position on the resurrection: if Jesus
was not raised, he and his fellow apostles are found ("discovered, found out, detected") to be false
("pseudo") witnesses ("those who give testimony") of God (or "about God"). The reason is simple:
they said that God raised Christ. But even God could not raise Jesus if dead persons are not
raised. The Greek rejection of bodily resurrection would apply in this case to divine omnipotence.
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Because Jesus died and dead persons are not raised, he has not been raised. The apostle's
analysis is compelling: the Corinthians must choose between Greek philosophy and foundational
Christian doctrine.
Why Easter matters
"Historiography" is the study of methods by which history should be recorded. A popular historiographical approach is to assume that nothing which does not happen in our time could have happened
in the past. For example, if we are convinced that unaided humans cannot not fly today, we should
reject historical records which document flying humans in the past.
By this method, some scholars reject the historicity of Jesus' resurrection. "Dead bodies do not rise,"
we're told, so his could not have risen. Some skeptics view Easter as the "rise of faith in the disciples"
or as a symbolic assertion of Jesus' abiding relevance.
This is not a new argument, as our text demonstrates. Paul's argument cuts through all such academic
debate: if the dead cannot be raised, Jesus was not raised and the Christian faith is false. Our Lord
predicted that he would be raised from the dead, not that his disciples would continue to believe in him
or that his message would continue to be spread. Easter is truly the foundation on which Christianity
stands or falls.
How to respond
One answer to Easter skeptics is logical: just because you do not experience an occurrence today does
not mean that others have not. I never once encountered a blizzard while growing up in Houston. A
native of Borneo might reject the plausibility of igloos.
Nor is present experience necessarily consistent with past circumstances. Seven millennia ago, the
Sahara Desert was a lush and heavily settled region. A present-day historian encountering a Saharan
farmer's diary from that time period would be mistaken to dismiss its records. So it is with Easterjust because I have not witnessed a resurrected body does not guarantee that others could not.
A second answer is personal: if you have met Jesus today, he must have been raised from his grave.
When TIME magazine asked on its April 6, 1966 cover, "Is God Dead?" someone asked Billy Graham for
a response. He smiled and said, "I can assure you he's not dead—I spoke with him this morning."
Have you given your last sin to his present grace today?
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and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless, you are still in your sins (1 Corinthians 15:17).
Dr. Charles Garfield has done extensive research with those who died physically and were brought back
to life medically. His results: "Almost as many of the dying patients interviewed reported negative
visions (demons and so forth), as reported blissful experiences."9
Dr. Maurice Rawlings tells about one of his patients, a man who died three times. At his first death he
saw things so horrible that he experienced a religious conversion. His second clinical death, some days
later, produced a wonderful, heavenly experience. At his third and final death, he was the one reassuring his doctor.10
Do you ever wonder what will happen to you when you die?
What God's word means
Earlier, Paul showed the Corinthians that without the resurrection his preaching was "meaningless," as
was their faith (v. 14). Now he uses an even stronger word: if there was no Easter, their faith is useless
("futile, worthless, nothing, empty"). Because they put their trust in the risen Christ, if he is still dead,
he cannot do for them what they are trusting him to do.
Specifically, you are still ("remaining") in
your sins. Since sin separates us from God
(Isaiah 59:2), its "wages" or consequences are
"death" (Romans 6:23)—physical death and
eternal separation from the Lord. The Corinthians thought their sins had been forgiven by the
risen Lord. But if he is not risen, he cannot
forgive them.

No matter how much faith we
place in Jesus, if there was no
Easter for him, there could be
no salvation for us.

Why Easter matters
If Jesus perished 20 centuries ago without a subsequent resurrection, he can clearly do nothing for you
today. Despite the biblical claim that he is interceding for you right now (Romans 8:34), the dead
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cannot pray for the living. Despite his promise to be with you "to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:20),
the dead cannot walk alongside the living.
And despite his claim to forgive sins (Luke 7:48), the dead cannot forgive the living. Your deceased
ancestors cannot forgive your present failures.
If Easter did not happen, Jesus broke his promise to rise from the dead. Is God's promise to forgive all
we confess to him (1 John 1:9) now equally suspect? If his Son did not rise from the dead, he cannot
forgive your sins now. No matter how much faith we place in Jesus, if there was no Easter for him,
there could be no salvation for us. You and I would spend eternity separated from God in hell.
How to respond
Only two percent of Americans are afraid they might go to hell. After Mother Teresa died in 1997, 78
percent of Americans surveyed thought she would be in heaven. However, 87 percent were certain
they would go there.
The effectiveness of our faith depends not on the sincerity of its commitment but on the trustworthiness of its object. I can have sincere faith in a doctor whose misdiagnosis sickens me or an inebriated
driver who crashes my taxi.
As you face your own death and eternal status, where have you placed your faith? In medical science?
In financial security? In your own morality? In your religious activities? Or in the risen Christ and his
promise to take you to heaven (John 14:3)?
If you are trusting him, claim Jesus' promise today: "everyone who lives and believes in me shall
never die" (John 11:26). When you take your last breath on earth, you take your first breath in
paradise. When you close your eyes here, you open them there. You step from the "car" into the
"house." You are home and you are well.
When last did you thank Jesus for your eternal life?
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Then also the ones who fell asleep in Christ perished (1 Corinthians 15:18).
A Puritan pastor lay dying. His secretary wrote a letter in his name to a friend, closing with the words,
"I am still in the land of the living." The pastor read over the letter and said, "Change the last line to say,
'I am still in the land of the dying, but I hope soon to be in the land of the living.'"
Our culture knows less of death and life than did he. Consider our euphemisms for death: we "pass
away" or "depart," we have "gone on" or "passed on." We fear death, because it is the great unknown.
It is the window whose curtains we cannot draw back, the wall we cannot climb, the river whose
distant shore we cannot see.
Tomorrow is promised to none. Does that fact encourage or frighten you today?
What God's word means
If there is no physical resurrection, not only would the Corinthians be without salvation today—their
loved ones would be without it eternally. The ones who fell asleep refers to all who have died. In
Christ shows that Paul has in view those who have made Christ their Lord and thus died in faith. They
believed that they would be raised from the dead in keeping with Jesus' promise (John 11:26), but in
fact they perished ("were utterly destroyed, ruined, lost").
"Falling asleep" is a common biblical metaphor for death (see 1 Corinthians 15:6, 20, 51):
• "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt" (Daniel 12:2).
• "The tombs were also opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised" (Matthew 27:52).
• "'Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.' . . . Jesus had spoken of his
death" (John 11:11, 13).
• "And falling to his knees [Stephen] cried out with a loud voice, 'Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.' And when he had said this, he fell asleep" (Acts 7:60).
• "David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was
laid with his fathers and saw corruption" (Acts 13:36).
• "We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope" (1 Thessalonians 4:13; see verses 14-15).
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• "They will say, 'Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
things are things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation'" (2 Peter 3:4).
This metaphor conveys several important messages: (1) Death is not final. Those who sleep will
awaken, as will those who die. (2) We are alive even when we appear to be dead. Just as those who are
asleep are inactive in our world but active in their dream state, so with those who have died. (3) Death
is not to be feared. We go to sleep each night, confident that we will awaken in the morning. A Christian
should view death in the same way. (4) Death is defeated by life. Sleep has no permanent hold on us;
nor does death. (5) Death is redeemed by God. Just as sleep prepares us for greater service and vigor, so
death leads to eternal life in paradise.
Why Easter matters
Without the resurrection, facts 1 and 2 would be bad news, not good. We would step from death into
eternal death in hell. Without Easter, facts 3, 4 and 5 would not be true. We would fear death, for it
would lead only to permanent separation from God with no possible redemption, ever.
Because of Easter, John Donne was right:
Death be not proud, though some have called thee
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so,
For, those, whom thou think'st, thou dost overthrow,
Die not, poor death, nor yet canst thou kill me.
One short sleep past, we wake eternally,
And death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die.
How to respond
I once preached a sermon on the need to be prepared every day to meet God. That evening, an elderly
woman thanked me for my message and told me she had spent time that afternoon confessing her
sins to God and making sure she was right with him.
The next morning, she had a heart attack and died. The next day, I received a thank-you note from her
in the mail. She had written it the previous Sunday and placed it in her mailbox in case she did not see
me that night. I read it the next day at her memorial service.
None of us knows when death will take us from this world. But, thanks to Easter, all of us can know
Who will be waiting for us on the other side. How does that fact encourage you today?
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If in this life alone we have hope in Christ, we are more to be pitied than all men (1 Corinthians 15:19).
William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, once took a group of volunteers through an extensive training course lasting many weeks. When it was done he said to them, "I'm sorry our training
took so long. If I could take you to hell for five minutes, none of what I've taught you would be
necessary."
A calendar once depicted General Booth in a
boat, his hand out to a man drowning in the
water. One of his grandchildren saw the
painting and asked, "Is granddad helping that
man, or shaking hands with him?"
What would the lost people you know say
you're doing for them today?
What God's word means

God is not intolerant in
requiring faith in Christ there is simply no other way
he can forgive our sins
and grant us eternal life in his
perfect paradise.

If Jesus was not raised from the dead, we could
still follow him as a great teacher and religious
leader. This is how 1.6 billion Muslims view their Prophet Mohammed, and how Buddhists view the
founder of their religion. In that case, we would still have hope ("place our expectation and trust") in
("on") Christ, though the results of this faith would be experienced in this life alone.
Why, then, are we to be pitied ("miserable, the object of pity") more than ("above the state of") all
men ("every person")? For at least two reasons.
First, if our Lord did not rise from the dead, we follow a liar. Jesus told the authorities that if they killed
him he would be raised from the dead (John 2:18-22), a claim they rejected and later used against him
(Mark 14:58). If Easter did not happen, they were right and Jesus was wrong. Christians would be
inferior to followers of other religions, since no other religious leader promised that he would be
resurrected.
Second, without Easter we endure opposition for nothing. Jesus has been widely acclaimed across
history as a great moral teacher. If we limit our claims for him to this status, the world will agree and
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affirm our commitment. It is our insistence that he is the only risen and true Lord that conflicts with
"tolerance" and pluralism, then and today. Missionaries around the world could be welcomed as
educators and benefactors if they would proclaim Christ as one teacher among many. Millions of
believers have died because they refused such "tolerant" heresy, insisting that "Jesus is Lord."
Why Easter matters
Without the resurrection, Christianity is a failed religion which Christians are fools for believing. At
best, Jesus would be a deluded leader; at worst, a liar and charlatan.
But Easter is a fact, not a fantasy. Jesus' dead body was raised from the grave. As we have seen, the
evidence for his resurrection is overwhelming. Apologist Norman Geisler's popular book says it well: "I
don't have enough faith to be an atheist."11 The resurrection of Jesus means that we have hope both in
this life and in eternity.
How to respond
Now the shoe is on the other foot—it is non-Christians who are to be pitied, not believers. Those
who reject the gospel have refused their only hope of salvation. Jesus clearly stated, "I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me" (John 14:6). Peter was
adamant: "There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).
Jesus is the only way to heaven because he is the only Person who has ever died for our sins. No one
else lived a sinless life, so no one else could die in our place. Their death would pay the debt for their
own sins, with no merit left for us. God is not intolerant in requiring faith in Christ—there is simply no
other way he can forgive our sins and grant us eternal life in his perfect paradise.
The good news is that this one way to heaven works for every person who will trust it. This one key
opens every locked door; this one chemotherapy cures every cancer. If you have not asked Jesus to
forgive your sins and become your Lord, please accept his offer of saving grace today. If you have,
please share this gift with someone else.
View non-Christians with pity and compassion. View evangelism and ministry not as imposing your
beliefs on others but as giving them a gift they desperately need. If every person on the planet was
dying of some horrible pandemic virus and you had the only cure, wouldn't you share it with everyone
you could?
Which non-Christian will you pray for now? With whom will you share God's love today?
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but indeed Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruit of the ones having fallen asleep
(1 Corinthians 15:20).
A Scottish shepherd lay dying, and asked to be carried outside his stone cottage to the hills where he
had lived his life. His children called for the elderly pastor who had been their father's best friend. The
spiritual shepherd lay down beside the man, and could tell his friend was afraid. He prayed for
wisdom. Just then a cloud passed over the horizon, sending its shadow down into the valley below,
and he knew what to say.
The pastor pointed at the cloud, and asked his shepherd friend if he had ever seen such a cloud on these
hills. "Aye, many was the time I saw such a cloud," came the reply. "And did you ever see such a shadow
from a cloud in the valley below?" "Aye, many times." "And were you ever afraid of such a shadow?"
The shepherd pulled himself up on an elbow in indignation and said to his friend, "Never was the time
I was afraid of a shadow." Then his pastor whispered into his ear, "Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me" (Psalm 23:4). And his friend was
at peace.
We are all that Scottish shepherd, whether we know it or not. We are one day closer to eternity than
we've ever been. Are you ready?
What God's word means
To this point all is lost—if there is no resurrection of the dead, as some in Corinth are claiming, then
neither Jesus nor his followers can be raised from the dead and our faith is based on a lie. Now comes
the great proclamation: But indeed Christ has been raised from the dead. But indeed ("but
now, but in fact") may be the two most welcome words in the New Testament. They contradict all that
precedes them, exposing such assertions as falsehoods.
Christ has been raised translates syntax that could be rendered, "Christ has been raised and is
therefore now alive and will be so permanently." What happened at Easter is just as true today as then.
As a result, the risen Lord is the firstfruit ("first portions" or "birth certificate") of the ones having
fallen asleep (those who have died in Christ).
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Firstfruit points to a fascinating analogy for the resurrection. In its Hebrew context, the word was
used for the first fruit or sheaf from the crop. It could not be harvested until the entire crop was ready.
As a result, it signified the larger crop now ready to be gathered, and was to be brought to God as an act
of thankful worship: "The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the Lord
your God" (Exodus 23:19; cf. Leviticus 23:15-21; Deuteronomy 26:1-11).
In the same way, Jesus' resurrection guarantees ours. If God raised him, the Lord is just as certain to
raise us. Jesus is the first fruit of that great harvest soon to be gathered into the Father's house (cf.
Matthew 3:12, which promises that he will "gather his wheat into the barn"). As Pelagius noted, "If
the head has risen, then the rest of the body will follow."12
In its Greek context, the word was used as a birth certificate or legal credential of authorization. It also
referred to an annual gift to a god or an inheritance tax. Its meaning was similar to the Jewish
usage—it guaranteed what was to come. Now believers have "the firstfruits of the Spirit" (Romans
8:23), a kind of "down payment" for our complete redemption still to come. And we are "a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures" (James 1:18; cf. Romans 11:16; Revelation 14:4), witnessing to the world
that God's full transformation of his creation is coming.
Why Easter matters
New Testament scholar R. C. H. Lenski comments: "Like a climber in the Alps, who trembles on the
brink of some bottomless gulf with the rock already crumbling beneath his feet [but] suddenly finds
himself at a turn where the path stretches safe and wide before him, so we feel when, after the journey
through verse 19, we step across into verse 20."13
When Jesus died, the ground beneath our feet quaked (Matthew 27:51) and all seemed lost. When our
Lord rose from the dead, the Empire quaked (Matthew 28:2) and God's people were saved. The
resurrection of Jesus was the first fruit of that great harvest in which every Christian of every age is
included (John 14:2-3). If the omnipotent Harvester was able to gather that first fruit safely to himself,
he is able to gather us to himself as well.
How to respond
Now we stand in the field, waiting for our harvesting into the Father's house. King David was right:
"Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning" (Psalm 30:5). As Tony Campolo
reminds us, "It's Friday but Sunday's coming."
What if it were today?
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For since through a man death, also through a man the resurrection of the dead
(1 Corinthians 15:21).
A ship left its harbor as a crowd stood at the dock and waved to those aboard. They stood and watched
as the ship sailed toward the horizon, growing ever smaller and smaller. Then finally it disappeared as
they said, "There she goes." Meanwhile, others gathered at the harbor on the other side of the voyage
stood and watched as the ship grew larger and still larger. And they said, "Here she comes."
The first shore is temporary, the second forever. This life is the dot before the line, the second before
eternity. Which deserves your greater investment? C. S. Lewis notes:
If you read history you will find that the Christians who did the most for the present world
were just those who thought most of the next. The Apostles themselves, who set on foot the
conversion of the Roman Empire, the great men who built up the Middle Ages, the English
Evangelicals who abolished the Slave Trade, all left their mark on Earth, precisely because
their minds were occupied with Heaven. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of
the other world that they have become so ineffective in this. Aim at Heaven and you will get
earth "thrown in": aim at earth and you will get neither. 14
Are you aiming at heaven or earth? I'm sure your words would articulate the right answer, but would
your actions? What about your bank account? Jesus advised us to "lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven" (Matthew 6:20).
Have you? Will you?
What God's word means
Paul now shifts from agriculture to anthropology. There are no verbs in Paul's Greek original, so that
the stress of his sentence lies fully on the nouns: man and death, man and resurrection.
Death is an indisputable reality. According to Scripture, it came through a man, the result of Adam's
sin. Remember God's first recorded word to the first man: "You may surely eat of every tree in the
garden, but the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of
it you shall surely die" (Genesis 2:17).
When he sinned, all of creation "fell" (Romans 8:22). Now, for us all, "the wages of sin is death"
(Romans 6:23). As Scripture says, "it is appointed for man to die" (Hebrews 9:27). Paul explained, "just
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as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, so death spread to all men
because all sinned" (Romans 5:12).
Here's the Apostle's point: just as our death is certain, so is our resurrection. If death could come
through a man, also (the word is emphatic in the Greek) through ("because of") a man the resurrection of the dead. What the first Adam did to us, the second Adam did for us.
Why Easter matters
Benjamin Franklin claimed, "In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes."
Actually, there are billions around the world who are either too young, too old, too poor or too powerful
to pay taxes. But so long as the Lord tarries, there are none who will escape death.
For early Christians, however, resurrection was just as certain as death and far more powerful. They
knew death to be transitory but the life beyond to be permanent. They could testify with Paul, "for me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:21). This was not wishful thinking but factual truth.
Because of Easter, our heavenly glory is as real as our earthly grave.
How to respond
French poet Jean Cocteau observed, "The day of my birth, my death began its walk. It is walking
toward me, without hurrying." Yours is walking toward you as well. It may find you today, or it may
not. Death is an actor standing behind the curtain, waiting for his cue. No one in the audience knows
when he will appear.
What about that fact frightens you today? Physical pain? Grief at being separated from those you love?
The loss of work undone and life unlived? One second past death, Christians who have stepped
through that valley have been overjoyed with what they found on the other side.
Their resurrected life is now so real that their death is never thought of again. Like a baby that has no
memory of the transition from her mother's womb to her mother's arms, those who have died in Christ
are held in his joy forever.
C. S. Lewis noted, "There are better things ahead than any we leave behind." Matthew Henry
counseled, "He whose head is in heaven need not fear to put his feet into the grave." That's because
death cannot kill what cannot die.15
What is your greatest fear regarding death? Name it, then entrust it to your Father's providence and
power. Now say with David, "I trust in you, O Lord; I say, 'You are my God.' My times are in your hand"
(Psalm 31:14-15). Are yours?
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For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the
firstfruit, afterward the ones who belong to Christ at his coming (1 Corinthians 15:22-23).
My favorite story concerns a young man on his way home, late one dark, cloudy, moonless night. The hour was
so late that he decided to take a shortcut through the local cemetery. He picked his way carefully from
gravestone to gravestone, groping along in the dark. Suddenly he came upon a recently dug, open grave. He
didn't see it in the night, and so he fell in, head over heels.
Instantly he sprang to his feet and tried to climb out, but the sides were too steep and slippery. He yelled for
help, but the hour was too late and no one heard. Finally he decided to curl up in the corner and go to sleep until
morning, when surely help would arrive.
He had no sooner done so than a second man took the same shortcut through the same cemetery, and fell into
the same open grave. As he began yelling and thrashing about in the darkness, the noise awakened the first
fellow. From the corner of this grave on this dark, cloudy, gloomy night the first man said to the second, "You
can't get out of here." But he did.
Unfortunately, the story makes a relevant point. You and I are living in a graveyard today. Some are crying for
help, some are trying to climb out on their own, some are sleeping, but all around us people are living in graves
of sin and lostness and spiritual death.
Missions experts calculate that as many as two hundred million Americans are spiritually lost today. How many
hundreds of lost and unchurched people will you pass on your drive to church next Sunday morning? How many
lost people could you name right now?
When last did you pray for a lost person to find Christ? Who will be in heaven because of you?
What God's word means
When doctors in the 1800's began using chloroform to aid in childbirth, some theologians opposed the practice
on the grounds that it conflicted with God's intention that women bear children "in pain" (Genesis 3:16). When
oil was discovered in Pennsylvania, some ministers there warned that drilling would remove fuel left by God for
the predestined burning of the world (2 Peter 3:10).16
These are examples of "proof texting," taking a quote out of context to establish a proposition or doctrine. 1
Corinthians 15:22 is a prime candidate. Taken in isolation, it seems clearly to teach that everyone goes to
heaven. All die ("everyone is in the process of dying") because we are in Adam, inheriting his sinful condition
(cf. Romans 3:23, "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"). So ("in the same way") all will be made
alive ("all will be given life") in Christ as a result of his atoning grace. Every human is in Adam, so everyone
must be in Christ.
This is an example of "Christian universalism," the assertion that everyone goes to heaven on the basis of Jesus'
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death and resurrection whether they have trusted in him or not. Just as millions of people who haven't heard of
Jonas Salk have benefited from the polio vaccine he developed, so billions of people who haven't heard of Jesus
have benefited from his death on their behalf—or so we're told.
However, verse 23 gives the lie to such a claim. Christ the firstfruit began the process of redemptive resurrection, then the ones who belong to Christ ("those who are of Christ") at his coming ("when he comes"; the
Greek word was used for the arrival of a king). As Jesus is their head (Colossians 1:18), so they are his body (1
Corinthians 12:27). If the head is raised, the body must follow (cf. 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 4:16).
But there is a crucial qualification: only those who have made Jesus their Lord belong to him: "My sheep hear
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish" (John
10:27-28). Scripture clearly teaches that "whoever does not believe is condemned already" (John 3:18) and
"will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty
of his power" (2 Thessalonians 1:9).
Both Adam and Jesus were progenitors of a new race. Those of the former are born into sin and death—those
of the latter are born into salvation and eternal life. You were born naturally into the first race—you must be
"born again" spiritually into the second (John 3:3). Your first birth was the decision of your parents; your second
birth is your decision alone.
Why Easter matters
Without the resurrection, we would all be in Adam but none could be in Christ. Jesus would be like Buddha,
Zoroaster, the Prophet Muhammad and a host of other deceased religious leaders, none of whom had the power
to forgive our sins and grant us salvation.
Today Muslims visit the remains of Muhammad in Medina. Baha'i visit their founder's body at the Shrine of the
Bab in Haifa, Israel. Buddhists go to the Temple of the Tooth in Sri Lanka, where a tooth of the Buddha is kept.
Confucianists visit the remains of Confucius in his hometown of Qufu, Shandong Province, China. But no one can
visit the corpse of Jesus, because it has never been found.
If you are in Christ, your resurrection is as certain as his.
How to respond
Maximilian Kolbe was a Polish priest imprisoned by the Nazis in 1941 and sent to Auschwitz. When a man
escaped from Barracks 14, ten prisoners were chosen to die in the starvation bunker. One of the ten began to
grieve loudly for his wife and children, so Father Kolbe volunteered to take his place. He ministered to those
alongside whom he suffered, leading them in singing as their tortured days passed.
Finally a German doctor entered the bunker with lethal injections for the four who were still alive. He found
Father Kolbe a living skeleton, propped against a wall. He had a smile on his face, his eyes wide open and fixed
on a faraway vision. The doctor injected the priest, and in a moment he was dead.
Today visitors to the starvation bunker find a large spray of fresh flowers on its floor, next to a steady flame. It is
burning today. It will burn forever.17 If Father Kolbe had died for you, would you ever doubt his love? If he had
risen from the dead, what would you do to serve him today?
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then the end, whenever he delivers the kingdom to God the Father, whenever he abolishes all
rule and all authority and power (1 Corinthians 15:24).
The Secret Service was established in 1865. Many people don't know that its founding purpose was
not to protect the president but to fight currency counterfeiting. In recent years it's been busy in this
regard. A new $20 bill came first, with new color schemes and background art. New $50 and $100 bills
were released next, as the Treasury continues to respond to counterfeiting techniques. But the
criminals always have an answer. They
"leech" the bills, bleaching out the ink and
replacing it with higher currency features. Or
If Jesus was not raised
they digitally reproduce them.
And so banks still teach their tellers to fight
counterfeit bills the way they always have.
They give them so much time with the real
currency that they can spot a fake the
moment they see or touch it.

from the grave to glory,
he could not return from
heaven to earth.

Satan is the great counterfeiter. When you face the "father of lies" (John 8:44) today, what will you do?
What God's word means
When Jesus returns, the end ("conclusion, consummation") comes. As C. S. Lewis noted, when the
author of the play steps onto the stage, the drama is over. At his second coming Jesus delivers
("hands over") the kingdom he initiated at his first coming (Matthew 4:17). Proving that all authority has been entrusted to him (Matthew 28:18), he gives the kingdom to God the Father.
At that time, he abolishes ("invalidates, makes useless") all ("every") rule ("dominion"), authority
("absolute power") and power ("might, capability, strength"). These nouns refer to evil powers under
whose dominion the world has fallen. They include human rulers (cf. Romans 13:1-3), but especially
comprise spiritual authorities (cf. Ephesians 3:10; Colossians 1:16). Satan is the "god of this age" (2
Corinthians 4:4, NIV), the "prince of this world" (John 12:31, NIV) who controls this fallen age (1 John
5:19).
Paul warned that "we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
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authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly places" (Ephesians 6:12). But when the "King of Kings and Lord of Lords" returns
(Revelation 19:16), he will cast Satan into the lake of fire to be "tormented day and night forever and
ever" (Revelation 20:10).
Why Easter matters
Jesus' resurrection and return are more connected than many people realize. Jesus prayed for us before
his death (John 17:20-26); he prays for us now in his ascended glory (Romans 8:34). He rose in a
miraculous body (John 20:19, 26); he will return in heavenly splendor (Revelation 19:11-16). He rose
from his grave to ascend to heaven; at his return, the dead in Christ will rise from their graves to join
him there (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).
If Jesus was not raised from the grave to glory, he could not return from heaven to earth. His resurrection was no more miraculous than his return will be. If we can believe in Easter, we can believe in the
Second Coming.
How to respond
Hiroo Onoda enlisted in the Imperial Japanese Army at the age of 20 and was sent to Lubang Island in
the Philippines. He was instructed never to surrender or take his own life. When Allied forces landed
on his island, he and three other soldiers retreated to the hills. They continued guerrilla warfare
against Filipino inhabitants and police.
After World War II ended, leaflets were dropped on their island calling on them to lay down their
weapons and return to civilization. However, the four believed these leaflets to be enemy propaganda.
One surrendered five years later; a second was killed in 1954, and a third in 1972. Onoda refused to
surrender unless the proper military authority relieved him of duty. Finally his long-retired commanding officer, Major Yoshimi Taniguchi, was located. He was flown to Lubang Island, where he accepted
Onoda's surrender on March 9, 1974.
Jesus defeated Satan on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. He is more powerful than our enemy still
today: "greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world" (1 John 4:4). Like Hiroo Onoda, we can
try to hold out against him in our strength. Or when the devil tempts and attacks us, we can turn to
our risen Lord for help. When we do, we can "resist the devil, and he will flee from you" (James 4:7).
Not "might" but "will"—guaranteed.
When temptation finds you today, to whom will you turn?
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For he must reign until he puts all his enemies under his feet (1 Corinthians 15:25).
My favorite story about hard times is this true report filed by a workman injured in the act of repairing
a chimney:
Respected Sir:
When I got to the building, I found that the hurricane had knocked some bricks off the top.
So I rigged up a beam with a pulley at the top of the building and hoisted up a couple of
barrels full of bricks. When I had fixed the building, there were a lot of bricks left over.
I hoisted the barrel back up again and secured the line at the bottom, and then went to the
top of the building and filled the barrel with the extra bricks. Then I went to the ground
and cast off the line.
Unfortunately, the barrel of bricks was heavier than I was, and before I knew what was
happening the barrel started down, jerking me off the ground. I decided to hang on, and
halfway up I met the barrel coming down and received a severe blow on the shoulder. I
then continued to the top, banging my head against the beam and getting my finger
jammed in the pulley. When the barrel hit the ground it burst its bottom, allowing the
bricks to spill out. I was heavier than the empty barrel, so I started down again at high
speed. Halfway down I met the barrel coming up, and received severe injuries to my shins.
When I hit the ground I landed on the bricks, getting several painful cuts from the sharp
edges.
At this point I must have lost my presence of mind, because I let go of the line. The barrel
then came down again, giving me another heavy blow on the head and putting me in the
hospital.18
We've all been there, and we'll all be there again one day. Most of us know someone whose address is
a pile of sharp bricks. Your employer says, "Clean out your desk"; or your doctor says, "Your baby will
never be normal"; or you find drugs in your son's closet; or your teenage daughter tells you she is
pregnant; or your oncologist says you have cancer; or your spouse says he or she has no energy left to
put into the relationship.
When you're on the brick pile, is God really there with you? How can you be sure?
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What God's word means
There can be only one king in a kingdom. There is room on the throne for only one ruler. Either God is
Lord of all or he is not Lord at all. So it is that Jesus must ("it is necessary that") reign ("rule, be king")
until he puts ("until he sets in their proper place") all ("each and every one") his enemies ("those
who are at war with him") under his feet ("beneath the foot").
In ancient times, a king sat on an elevated throne. (Solomon's throne was elevated six steps above his
palace floor; 1 Kings 10:19.) Enemy kings who were conquered by his armies were brought to kneel
before him (under his feet). He could stand over his foe and even place his foot on his enemy's neck.
Jesus taught that the entire world is his Father's "footstool" (Matthew 5:35). What the psalmist said of
David was even more true of the Son of David: "I will crush his foes before him, and strike down those
who hate him" (Psalm 89:23). On that day "every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father"
(Philippians 2:10-11).
Why Easter matters
My favorite Christmas card pictures Genghis Khan, Hitler, Napoleon, and other monarchs and tyrants
beneath the words, "History is filled with men who would be gods." Inside the card, next to a depiction
of Christ in his manger, it adds, "But only one God who would be man."
That Man lived sinlessly (Hebrews 4:15), died vicariously (Romans 5:8), and rose triumphantly
(Matthew 28:9). His reign was made possible by his resurrection: God "raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come"
(Ephesians 1:20-21).
After Calvary, "when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet"
(Hebrews 10:12-13). Now he has been "crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of
death" (Hebrews 2:9). On Good Friday, Satan thought he won. On Resurrection Sunday, the true Victor
was revealed. One day, every day will be Easter.
How to respond
A group of seminary students was playing basketball at a local high school. Nearby sat an elderly
custodian, his Bible open on his lap. One of the students asked the man what book of the Bible he was
reading. "Revelation," he answered. The surprised student asked if the custodian understood it. "Sure
I understand it," he replied. "What does it mean?" the student wanted to know. The custodian grinned
and said, "It means, We win!"
Are you on the winning side? Whom will you invite to join you today?
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The last enemy to be abolished is death (1 Corinthians 15:26).
Each semester I taught philosophy of religion at Southwestern Seminary, we focused on the problem of evil
and suffering. I would always present the idea that God is with us in suffering and wants to redeem it for
an even greater good. Then I would ask the class for examples of ways God had been with them in hard
times and used them. Typically students would talk about times when they lost a job, or their marriage had
difficulties, or their finances ran short.
One semester, after several had talked about such problems, a man sitting on the front row stood. His name
was Walter. He told us about the year during which, at separate times, his wife and four of his children died.
We were all stunned, of course. I asked him how he got through it. He said, "I had a pastor. And every day
my pastor called and said, 'Walter, God is still on his throne.'" Then Walter turned and faced the class of
men, tears running down his face. And he said, "Men, God is still on his throne."
Why do you need that assurance today?
What God's word means
If our cells reproduce, why do we eventually grow old and die? Scientists propose several theories: cells
make mistakes when reproducing; molecules called "free radicals" increasingly damage our cells; protein
molecules interfere with cellular production; our brains regulate bodily functions less effectively; and B and
T white blood cells malfunction.’’19 Here's the bottom line: from the moment we are born, we begin to die.
But here's the good news: death will one day die, and we will live forever.
Paul continues his exposition of the risen Christ's triumph: The last ("final") enemy ("one who has long
been alienated and refuses to be reconciled") to be abolished ("to be destroyed") is death.
Paul's Greek verb is actually in the present tense, literally "which is now being abolished." The process
began at Easter, when Jesus defeated his personal death and rose victoriously over his grave. It continues
now for every believer who is raised from death to eternal life (John 11:26: "everyone who lives and
believes in me shall never die"). And it will be consummated at the end of history: "Death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire" (Revelation 20:14). On that day, death will die eternally.
Why Easter matters
On Good Friday, death certainly seemed to have won. A doctor described our Savior's final moments on the
cross:
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Jesus experienced hours of limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps, intermittent
partial asphyxiation, searing pain where tissue is torn from His lacerated back as He moves up
and down against the rough timber. Then another agony begins—a terrible crushing pain
deep in the chest as the pericardium slowly fills with serum and begins to compress the heart...
It is now almost over. The loss of tissue fluids has reached a critical level; the compressed heart
is struggling to pump heavy, thick, sluggish blood into the tissue; the tortured lungs are
making a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of air. The markedly dehydrated tissues send their
flood of stimuli to the brain...
The body of Jesus is now in extremes, and He can feel the chill of death creeping through His
tissues. . . . With one last surge of strength, he once again presses His torn feet against the nail,
straightens His legs, takes a deeper breath, and utters His seventh and last cry, "Father! Into thy
hands I commit my spirit." 20
After Jesus "bowed his head and gave up his spirit" (John 19:30), a Roman soldier thrust a spear into his
heart and the medical examiner pronounced him dead. His body was then wrapped in a mummified
airtight shroud and a Roman guard was placed at his tomb. His followers scattered, his movement
defeated. No death could be more documented or appear to be more final.
But we know what happened on the third day. The body vanished from within its burial shroud (John
20:5-8). The imprisoned corpse disappeared from its guarded tomb. Crucified hands made breakfast for
astonished fishermen (John 21:9-13). A body that had been whipped, battered and pierced only three days
earlier now walked through locked doors (John 20:19-20). And disbelieving disciples said to him, "My Lord
and my God!" (v. 28).
Easter defeats Calvary, every time.
How to respond
W. C. Fields died of cirrhosis on Christmas Day, 1946. He spent the last weeks of his life in bed, sometimes
reading a Bible. When asked why, he replied: "Looking for loopholes." None were found.
You don't need a loophole to defeat death—Jesus has already won your victory. Nor do you need to fear
death. Jesus died so that "he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery" (Hebrews 2:14-15). The fear of
death enslaves us, but the One who conquered death sets us free.
George Whitefield was right: "Take care of your life and the Lord will take care of your death." If he is your
Father today, he will be your Father tomorrow. If he meets your needs in life (Philippians 4:19), he will meet
your needs in death. And your last enemy will be your first victory in eternity.
Fear knocked, faith answered, and there was no one there. What fear is standing at your door today?
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For he subjected all things under his feet. But whenever he says that all things have been subjected,
it is clear that this is apart from the One who subjected to him all things (1 Corinthians 15:27).
In the early 1970s, Charles W. Colson was known as the White House "hatchet man." This aide to President
Nixon was "incapable of humanitarian thought," according to the media of the day. When he came to Christ
in 1973, the Boston Globe reported, "If Mr. Colson can repent of his sins, there just has to be hope for
everybody." He later founded Prison Fellowship Ministries, the world's largest outreach to prisoners,
ex-prisoners, crime victims, and their families.
God's grace transformed his life.
Remember the last time you asked God to
forgive your sins. Did you come to him in a
routine, ritualistic way? Did you assume his
forgiveness? Or did you come in gratitude for his
grace, amazed at his favor and humbled by his
love? How will you confess your sins to him
today?
What God's word means

Easter proves that Jesus had
authority to lay down his life
and to take it up again, a
power no other human has
ever possessed.

Calvary and Easter were always part of God's plan for the redemption of our race. Jesus is "the Lamb that
was slain from the creation of the world" (Revelation 13:8, NIV). The Spirit inspired David to describe not
only humanity's dominion over creation but the Father's exaltation of his Son: "You have put all things
under his feet" (Psalm 8:6). Paul now quotes that prediction to summarize and celebrate Jesus' victory over
the grave: he [God the Father] subjected all things under his [Jesus'] feet.
But the Apostle knew that critics would seize on a logical problem: if all things are under Jesus' feet, does
this mean that the Father is himself so subjected? It is clear ("it is obvious, plain, evident") that the One
who subjected to him all things, that is, God the Father, stands apart from them and from the Son to
whom he subjected them.
It is a simple matter of logic: if you put me in charge of handling your finances, this decision indicates your
authority over both your money and the one who will manage it. The money is still yours, and you can
remove me from my position of authority over it whenever you wish.
This may seem to be an arcane or unnecessary argument, but Paul knew that the Corinthians, with their
love for Greek logic, would need such an explanation. So he made clear both the Son's authority over death
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and the Father's authority over life.
Why Easter matters
God the Father can claim to be "a great king over all the earth" (Psalm 47:2), but if the Roman Empire could
arrest, convict, and execute his Son, such claims to royal authority are defeated. However, if the Father sent
his Son to suffer such punishment and death on behalf of our fallen race, his authority is exercised and his
purpose fulfilled. And if he raised his Son from death to paradise with him, he shows himself to be King of
death, life, and eternity.
Easter proves that Jesus had authority to lay down his life and to take it up again (John 10:18a), a power no
other human has ever possessed. And because Jesus received this authority from his Father (v. 18b), it
proves that his Father is King of all.
How to respond
I once heard an evangelist explain the cross this way: on one side stood sinful humanity, on the other stood
the God of wrath, and Jesus stood in the middle. He took the hand of humanity and the hand of his Father,
brought them together over his crucified body, and died.
It is a moving picture, but bad theology. The Bible says that "God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son" (John 3:16). The cross was the Father's idea, his plan for the salvation of our race. He sent his Son to
Calvary, where he watched soldiers nail him and spear him and kill him. He watched them bury and
imprison his Son's battered corpse. Then he raised his Son back to life and to himself.
You have perhaps heard the story of the drawbridge engineer who brought his young son to work one day.
He showed his son how he pulled the levers to raise the drawbridge so ships could pass beneath, then
lowered them so trains could pass over.
The engineer heard the air horn of an approaching ship and began maneuvering the levers to lift the
drawbridge. As the ship was sailing through the raised bridge, he noticed that his son was not with him.
Looking out the window, he spotted his young boy climbing and playing on the gears. He started out to get
him when he heard the ear-splitting whistle of an oncoming train. The bridge must be lowered, immediately.
In that moment he realized: if he rescued his son, the passengers on the train would crash and die. If he
lowered the bridge, the passengers would live but his son would be crushed and killed. It was the most
horrible of dilemmas. The father pulled the lever.
The next time you wonder if God loves you, look at a cross.
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DAY 2 3
Th u r s d ay, M arc h 2 7
but whenever all things are subjected to him, then also the Son himself will be subjected to the one
who put all things in subjection to him, in order that God may be all in all (1 Corinthians 15:28).
Richard Foster, the great writer on spirituality, says, "God becomes a reality when he becomes a necessity."
Terry Anderson, the long-time hostage, said, "We come closest to God at our lowest moments. It's easiest
to hear God when you're stripped of pride and arrogance, when you have nothing to rely on except God. It's
pretty painful to get to that point, but when you do, God's there." Mother Teresa observed, "You'll never
know that Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all you've got."
The summer I spent as a college missionary in East Malaysia was the loneliest of my life. I was on the other
side of the world, separated from my family and friends and all that was familiar to me. But I grew closer
to God during those days than at any time I had ever known. When we're "so far down we can't look
anywhere but up," hard days can be holy days.
Why is that fact relevant to you today?
What God's word means

The resurrection proves the
authority of the Father in
raising the Son, the divinity of
the Son in being raised to glory,
and the power of the Spirit in
bringing the Son to life.

Verses 28 and 29 may be the most difficult
statements in all of 1 Corinthians 15 to understand. Verse 28 begins: Whenever all things
are subjected to him, referring to the Second
Coming (at his coming, v. 22), when "every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2:10-11).

But then Paul states that the Son himself will be subjected to the one who put all things in subjection to him. As we saw in verse 27, it was the Father who put all things under the authority of the Son. In
order that God may be all in all, it seems that the Son must then be subordinate to the Father.
Does this idea bother you? Why would the Spirit inspire Paul to say this? Consider these biblical texts:
• Jesus told his disciples, "The Father is greater than I" (John 14:28).
• He prayed in Gethsemane, "Not what I will, but what you will" (Mark 14:36).
• He explained his ministry: "the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the
Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise" (John 5:19).
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• Paul stated that "the head of every man is Christ, and the head of a wife is her husband, and the
head of Christ is God" (1 Corinthians 11:3).
And yet the Bible also seems to teach that the Father and Son are co-equals:
• "In the beginning was the Word [Jesus], and the Word was with God, and the Word was God"
(John 1:1).
• Before his incarnation, Jesus "did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped"
(Philippians 2:6).
How are we to reconcile these positions? Without dealing in depth with a very complex theological issue,
we can consider this fact: essence and function are not always the same thing. Two people can be co-equal
in essence, but relate to each other diﬀerently in function.
For instance, business partners can be 50-50 owners of the company, each with the same positional status,
yet one can take a leadership role while the other functions behind the scenes. I have known of co-pastors
where one did most of the preaching and public leadership while the other did most of the pastoral care
and administration. Yet each was equal to the other in overall authority, salary, and significance.
This is a way to view Jesus' voluntary decision to seek his Father's glory throughout his ministry, to obey his
Father's will in Gethsemane, to act as his Father directed, and to submit to his Father's positional authority.
All the while, the Spirit serves to glorify the Father and empower the Son. The three Persons are of one
essence, so that we worship one God, not three. And our God is truly all in all. 21
Why Easter matters
The resurrection proves the authority of the Father in raising the Son, the divinity of the Son in being raised
to glory, and the power of the Spirit in bringing the Son to life. If Jesus were still dead, none of the members
of the Trinity could be the divine Person whom Scripture claims them to be. Because Jesus is alive, all three
are indeed God.
How to respond
Unlike Jesus, you and I have no claim to co-equal status with God the Father. Tragically, we struggle to
admit this fact. The one temptation Satan brings against us is the same strategy he utilized successfully in
the Garden: "You will be like God" (Genesis 3:5). Every sin is in essence our decision to be our own god, to
go our own way, to reject God's authority over us.
Today is a good day to join Jesus in submitting to your Father, to present your life as a "living sacrifice" to
him (Romans 12:1). When last did you make him King of every dimension of your life? When next will you?

2014 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL

Finding Your Victory In Christ
DAY 24
Fr iday, M arch 28
Otherwise what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not actually
raised, why indeed are they baptized on their behalf? (1 Corinthians 15:29).
I will never forget the day I baptized a man who then baptized me. I was in my first pastorate. It was
a very cold Sunday in February. Our baptistery heater stopped working during the day, so when we
arrived for evening services, the water was frigid. I suggested that we reschedule the baptism, but the
man I was scheduled to baptize had invited all his family to come. So we went ahead with the service.
The man was several inches taller than me. He did well until I got his face under the freezing water. In
shock, he began flailing around, grabbed hold of my shoulders, and pulled me underwater with him.
Our church baptized two people that night—the member and his pastor.
If you have been baptized as a Christian, how important is that act to your faith and witness today?
How relevant should it be?
What God's word means
Today we have come to the most debated concept in 1 Corinthians 15: the "baptism for the dead." The
syntax of those who are baptized for the dead indicates an ongoing practice. Paul's actual point
is simple: if the dead are not actually raised as some claim (cf. v. 12), then why would anyone be
baptized on their behalf? Clearly, the practice of baptism for the dead is nonsensical if those for
whom they are baptized have no future beyond the grave.
While we understand Paul's point, we wish we knew more about its context. Baptism for the dead is
not mentioned anywhere else in Scripture. Nor does Paul commend the practice here. He merely
refers to it in passing as yet another argument for resurrection. The fact that he does not elaborate
indicates that his readers understood its meaning. However, we do not—one scholar has identified
more than 200 different interpretations by theologians across the centuries.22
The context seems to refer to persecution, as the next verse asks, "Why are we in danger every hour?"
(v. 30). Paul later states that he "fought with beasts in Ephesus" (v. 32). Perhaps there were Christians
known to the Corinthians who died for their faith before they could be baptized, so other believers
were baptized in their place to comfort their families and witness to the larger community.
For instance, I have heard of military weddings between a bride who is stateside and a groom who is
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stationed overseas. They make their vows via Skype while a friend of the groom stands in his place and
puts the ring on his bride's finger. It is possible that something analogous to this was happening in
Corinth on behalf of deceased believers.23
However, note that Paul refers to those practicing baptism for the dead as they rather than "you,"
perhaps indicating that these people were not part of the Corinthian congregation. Some see this shift
as suggesting that they were not Christians at all. After early theologians identified the practice with
gnostic heresy, "proxy baptism" was forbidden by the Catholic church and is not practiced by any
recognized Christian group today.
Of course, Mormons are famous for their version of the practice. They believe that baptism is essential
for entry to heaven, so many of their members are baptized for deceased people who were not
baptized in the Mormon church. But none of this is taught or even suggested in our text. Paul's point
is clear, even if its context is not.
Why Easter matters
However we interpret this much-debated text, we can agree that Easter is essential to its argument.
There would be no point in baptism without the resurrection. Paul clearly connected the two: "We
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life" (Romans 6:4).
Many Christians view baptism as entry into the church, but this is not so. The New Testament never
connects baptism with local church membership. Rather, baptism is intended to identify us publicly
with Jesus. Those who are immersed are "buried" under the water in solidarity with his death, then
"raised" from the water in solidarity with his resurrection. Those who were not immersed as believers
were dedicated to God by their parents in the fervent hope that they would one day make this commitment to the risen Lord.24
How to respond
If you have been baptized as a Christian, how often do you think back on that act? Remember the
commitment you made (or the vows that were taken on your behalf) to Christ as your Lord. In a sense,
baptism is like a wedding ceremony—we are the bride, while Jesus is the Groom (cf. 2 Corinthians
11:2, where Paul told the Corinthians "I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin
to Christ"). In baptism the person is committed publicly to Jesus as his or her only Master.
How faithful to this commitment have you been? What will you do today to renew your "vow" to
Jesus?
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DAY 25
Saturday, March 29
Why also are we in danger every hour? (1 Corinthians 15:30).
President John F. Kennedy didn't know when he left his airplane in Dallas on November 22, 1963 to
travel to a lunch meeting at Market Hall, that this would be his last day. If a president doesn't know, do
we? Golfing great Payne Stewart didn't know as he boarded a Learjet bound for Dallas from Orlando
on October 25, 1999, that this would be his last day. If a millionaire sports hero doesn't know, do we?
God has given you one more day. This day.
How does he intend you to use it?
What God's word means

God has given you one more
day. This day. How does he
intend you to use it?

More Christians have died for their faith than
martyrs from all other world religions
combined. Paul joined this band of "suffering saints" immediately after his conversion, as the Lord
would "show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name" (Acts 9:16). Before long, his own
Jewish people would plot to kill him (v. 23). He would not escape persecution in one form or another
through the book of Acts, which ends with his imprisonment in Rome. He would eventually be
executed by beheading.
When he wrote to the Corinthians (most likely from Ephesus toward the end of his third missionary
journey), he had already experienced horrific suffering for his Lord. A few months later he would detail
these persecutions in his second letter to his readers:
Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I was
beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was
adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from
my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger
at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things,
there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches (2 Corinthians 11:24-29).
At one point, he admits, "we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life
itself" (2 Corinthians 1:8) and "felt that we had received the sentence of death" (v. 9). In short, Paul is
in danger ("continually and presently in danger") every ("every one, without exceptions") hour. He
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speaks in the plural, we, to indicate that those who are part of his missionary team face the same
perils. We is also emphatic in the Greek, perhaps showing that the apostle and his team have paid a
far higher price for their faith than the Corinthians who now criticize their ministry.
The apostle's point is simple: he would not face such ongoing suffering if Jesus had not been raised
from the dead. He would have no message that would prompt persecution. He would not be willing
to suffer for a dead religious leader. And he would seek the greatest prosperity and security in this life,
since there would be no life beyond it.
Why Easter matters
Imagine Paul's life without Easter. He could not have met the risen Christ on the road to Damascus. He
would not have believed the crucified Jesus of Nazareth to be his Messiah, nor would he have propagated such a message. He would likely have spent the rest of his days as a convinced and respected
Pharisee.
The same is true of the other apostles. Without the resurrection, Peter would have returned to his
prosperous fishing business and probably lived out his years in security. Because of Easter and his
commitment to his risen Lord, he was made to watch as his wife was executed, then he was crucified
upside down. James the son of Zebedee was executed by Herod (Acts 12:2); his brother John was
exiled on Patmos (Revelation 1:9).
Tradition states that Andrew was crucified in Achaia, Philip was martyred in Phrygia, Bartholomew
was skinned alive in Baku or India, Thomas was speared to death in India, Matthew was martyred in
Ethiopia or Persia, James son of Alphaeus was martyred in Egypt, Jude was killed in Persia, and Simon
the Zealot was crucified or hacked to death in Persia. Each was in danger along with Paul. Each chose
persecution for his risen Lord. Easter led to their temporal suffering, but also to their eternal significance. And now their names are written on the foundations of the New Jerusalem forever (Revelation
21:14).
How to respond
How would your life yesterday have been different without Easter? Did you spend time with your risen
Lord? Did you serve him with your time, resources and influence?
C. S. Lewis was asked how much a Christian should give. He answered, "I am afraid the only safe rule
is to give more than we can spare.” 25 When last did you pay a significant price to serve your King?
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DAY 26
Sunday, March 30
Every day I die—indeed—I take pride in you in Christ Jesus our Lord (1 Corinthians 15:31).
In 1966 Herb Kelleher, John Parker, and Rollin King met at San Antonio's St. Anthony Club to talk about
the need for an air carrier in Texas. Their idea was simple: to connect Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio.
The result is the most profitable airline in aviation history.
But their cause was their real genius: to make air travel affordable for people who could not otherwise
fly. That cause is the reason Southwest Airlines is still the low fare airline, and that cause is their passion
and purpose for being. From the chief executive to baggage handlers, their cause is their corporation.
Elton Trueblood, the great Christian philosopher, said that every organization, to be successful, must
have a passion, a philosophy, and a program. I'm convinced he's right. So is Herb Kelleher. So was the
Apostle Paul.
What is your life passion? What should it be?
What God's word means

The resurrection of Jesus
changed our relationship not
only with God, but also with
each other.

David Hume, the 18th-century philosopher
known as the "Father of Skepticism,"
suggested a six-part test for those who claim
to have witnessed a miracle: they should be
numerous, intelligent, educated, of unquestioned integrity, willing to undergo severe loss if proven
wrong, and their claims should be capable of easy validation.26
How do those who claimed to meet the risen Christ fare on Hume's test?
They were numerous: over 500 saw the resurrected Lord (1 Corinthians 15:6). They were intelligent and
well-educated, as the literature they produced makes clear (the Acts 4:13 claim that they were
"unschooled, ordinary men" means only that they had not attended rabbinic schools). They were men
and women of unquestioned integrity, clearly willing to undergo severe loss, as proven by their martyrdoms. And their claims were easily validated, as witnessed by the empty tomb.
Paul especially excels by Hume's criteria. He was intelligent and well-educated, as his studies under
Gamaliel show (Acts 22:3). His integrity was above reproach; his claims regarding the empty tomb
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pointed to public validation ("this thing has not been done in a corner," Acts 26:26). And his willingness to undergo severe loss was on display throughout his ministry and again in our text.
Every day I die (literally "daily I am ready to die"), Paul reminds his readers. Long before he came to
Corinth, he had chosen to be "crucified with Christ" (Galatians 2:20). He could testify that he was
"always being given over to death for Jesus' sake" (2 Corinthians 4:11), and that "we are being killed all
the day long" (Romans 8:36). However, while his sacrifice far exceeds that of his readers, he does not
use it to demean them. To the contrary, he assures them, I take pride ("glory, boasting") in you
("because of you").
Note that his pride in the Corinthians is grounded in Christ Jesus our Lord. The apostle is proud, not
of what he has done, but of what Jesus has done through him. Paul founded the church in Corinth,
living there 18 months and leading most of its first members to Christ. Despite their criticisms of his
ministry and theology, he can assure them that "I give thanks to my God always for you" (1 Corinthians
1:4). He will pay any price to serve his Lord and their church.
Why Easter matters
The resurrection of Jesus changed our relationship not only with God, but also with each other. We
serve a risen Lord before whom we will stand one day in judgment (2 Corinthians 5:10) and to whom
we owe our eternal life and joyful service. And we serve him alongside sisters and brothers with whom
we will live forever.
If Jesus were not raised from the dead, you and I would have no hope beyond this life. We would be
competitors for what security and prosperity we could eke out before we die. We would have no reason
to love or help each other beyond our own self-serving interests. Isn't this in fact the way most people
relate to each other?
Because Easter is real, you and I are members of the same eternal family. We are called to love our
Father and to love each other (Matthew 22:37-39). We will spend eternity with that "great multitude
that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb" (Revelation 7:9).
How to respond
C. S. Lewis was right: You have never met a mortal. When the sun and moon and stars are gone and the
mountains and seas have disappeared, you will still be alive in paradise. So will every Christian you know.
In the meantime, your love for fellow believers is your best witness to the lost world (John 13:35). If
you were put on trial for being a Christian, how would your neighbors testify?
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DAY 27
M onday, M arch 31
If, for merely human reasons, I fought with wild beasts in Ephesus, what does this profit me?
If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die (1 Corinthians 15:32).
Sam James was a Southern Baptist missionary in Vietnam. Some years ago I heard him tell about a
particularly hard period there. The people were unresponsive, the church was troubled, things were
bad. At the end of an especially long and hot day, he returned to his apartment to discover that thieves
had stolen all their possessions. Everything was gone except their couch.
That was too much. Sam collapsed on that couch and cried out to God, "You have to get me out of here.
I just don't love these people. I don't love the Vietnamese any more." Sam told us that late that night,
as he lay on that couch, the Lord spoke to him and said, "You're not here because you love the
Vietnamese—you're here because I love the Vietnamese."
Would you take the light into the darkness for the same reason today?
What God's word means
Katharine Hepburn stated, "I'm an atheist, and that's it. I believe there's nothing we can know except
that we should be kind to each other and do what we can for people." I admire her benevolent
sentiment, but fear that sentiment is all it is. If there is no God and no afterlife, why should we be kind
to each other? What logic compels such a commitment?
In fact, the story of human history is the opposite. Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die is a
direct quotation of Isaiah 22:13, expressing the attitude of Jerusalem's inhabitants in the face of
pending divine judgment through Assyrian armies. The rich fool in Jesus' parable expresses a similar
sentiment: "relax, eat, drink, be merry" (Luke 12:19).
The traditional founder of Tarsus, Paul's hometown, was known for such a philosophy: "Eat, drink,
enjoy thyself. The rest is nothing." Paul's quotation also expresses a well-known philosophical school
of his day known as Epicureanism. In short, if we will die tomorrow, we should gain as much
self-serving pleasure from today as possible. Isn't this the most popular life philosophy of contemporary culture?
If the dead are not raised, sacrifice for the sake of a dead religious leader is foolhardy. Paul makes
his point from personal experience: If, for merely human reasons ("according to human thinking"
or "figuratively") I fought with wild beasts in Ephesus (the city from which he wrote this letter),
what does this profit me? ("what have I gained?").

2014 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL

Finding Your Victory In Christ
I fought with wild beasts in Ephesus has led to much conjecture. Paul spent three years in this, the
largest city in the region (known as "Lumen Asiae," "the light of Asia"). Acts 19:1-20:1 tells the story of
his often-perilous experience here. While Luke's narrative makes no mention of Paul's actual fighting
in the arena (punishment from which the apostle would have been exempt as a Roman citizen), his
record fits such a metaphorical description.
Paul was run out of the local synagogue (Acts 19:9). Eventually his opposition to idols led to a riot in
the city theater instigated by a silversmith. Two of his traveling companions were dragged into the
melee; the apostle tried to join them, but "the disciples would not let him" (v. 30). For two hours the
crowd shouted praise to Artemis, their pagan deity (v. 34), before the town clerk finally dismissed the
mob (v. 41). This crisis may have occurred just before Paul wrote our text.
None of Paul's sacrifices in Ephesus would profit me. Rather, they led to life-threatening opposition
for him and his fellow believers. His point is clear: such sacrifice is wasted and irrational if there is no
life after this life.
Why Easter matters
Benedictine monks started the first universities in the Western world. Of the first 182 colleges begun
in the United States, 168 were founded by Christian denominations. The first known voluntary
charitable hospitals were begun by Christians. Believers founded the Red Cross and Salvation Army,
and led the fight to abolish slavery in England and in America.27
None of these sacrifices profited those who made them. Each was motivated by love for the risen King
who calls us to care for those in need and rewards such service in eternity (Matthew 25:34-40).
How to respond
What has your faith in Jesus cost you over the years? Even if you have not faced horrific persecution,
you have probably made significant sacrifices for your Lord. Consider the money you have given to
Kingdom causes—if you had it back, what could you buy with it today? Consider the time you have
spent attending worship, Bible study and church activities—if you could regain those hours, how
would you benefit from them?
A skeptic might view your commitments as self-serving, giving and helping others so they will affirm
and help you. Such reasoning would be true to a point. But genuine sacrifice requires a purpose
beyond temporal reward. In human terms, Paul lost far more than he gained. So did each of the
apostles. So have the millions of Christians who died for their faith. All believed that their commitment to their risen Lord was worth its cost and more.
Jim Elliott, the martyred missionary, left in his journal this claim: "He is no fool who gives what he
cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose." Do you agree?
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DAY 28
Tues day, Apr il 1
Be not deceived: bad company ruins good character (1 Corinthians 15:33).
A typical adult goes through six crises in his or her lifetime. Some of us feel like we go through six crises
a day, but counselors mean the major traumas of life: a divorce, the death of a spouse or child, or a
similar tragedy. If adults are not Christians, they are usually not open to the gospel except during such
a crisis. If we have been there for them, showing them God's love in ours, they will be open to our light
in their dark world.
Our ministry to others can be simple and yet powerful. A little girl heard a missionary talk about the
needs in Africa and gave him two pennies, which was all she had. After returning to the African
continent he used those pennies to buy a
gospel tract, which he gave to a tribal chieftain.
Easter clearly mattered in
The chief was converted and his entire tribe
with him.
When last did you surrender all you have to
God?
What God's word means

Corinth enough for the enemy
to assault its veracity from
within the church. It matters
just as much today.

Menander (died 290 B.C.) was the Shakespeare
of his day. Author of more than 100 comedies,
he was awarded the prestigious Lenaia festival prize (the Athenian version of the Academy Awards)
eight times. Julius Caesar's statement upon crossing the Rubicon into civil war, "The die is cast," is a
quotation from Menander's play Arrhephoros.
But the famous playwright's most enduring quote is found is a most unlikely place. A Jewish Pharisee
would take a line from Menander's Thais: Bad company ruins good character. In so doing, Paul
would demonstrate his remarkable engagement with contemporary culture. And he would make a
most significant point in defense of Easter.
Those in Corinth who deny the resurrection are bad company ("evil associations"). They are being
used by Satan, the "father of lies" (John 8:44), to mislead God's people. Paul's readers must be not
deceived ("do not allow yourselves to be led astray")—note that this is a command. Theirs is good
character ("reputable morality"). But if they cease believing in the resurrection and eternity, they are
likely to adopt the hedonistic philosophy of their culture (v. 32; cf. Proverbs 13:20, "Whoever walks
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with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm").
At stake is more than correct doctrine—the Corinthians' character, witness, and eternal reward are in
peril.
Why Easter matters
Today Satan is using attacks against the Christian faith leveled by "angry atheists" such as Richard
Dawkins and the late Christopher Hitchens. He uses "scientific" rejection of miracles and divine revelation. He uses persecution against believers and their families.
But his most effective tactic is often to attack the church from within. He loves to raise up people like
Ananias and Sapphira within the Christian community, using them in his attempt to deceive God's
people (Acts 5:1-11). If he can lead so-called Christians to deny or marginalize the resurrection, he
knows that believers may be led astray by their heresy.
Easter clearly mattered in Corinth enough for the enemy to assault its veracity from within the church.
It matters just as much today.
How to respond
Our oldest son was diagnosed in January 2012 with acinic cell carcinoma of the parotid gland, a small
tumor on his right jawline. As soon as doctors made the diagnosis, he was scheduled immediately for
surgery and six weeks of radiation as follow-up. His MRIs since have been clear, a fact for which our
family thanks God every day. A tiny tumor could have taken his life.
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundational event of the Christian faith. To deny it is to introduce
a terminal malignancy into the body of Christ. It is absolutely vital that Christians defend this doctrine
in every generation until our Lord returns.
However, there is more than one way to deny the resurrection. We can reject this miracle outright,
perhaps on "scientific" grounds. Or we can minimize it in daily life, acting as though Jesus is not the
living and returning Lord. We can push him to the margins of our week, assigning him an hour or two
on Sunday morning and a few minutes during the day. We can live for ourselves, consulting him only
when we need his help. And in practical terms, it will be as though Easter never happened.
Would Jesus say that his resurrection was relevant to your life yesterday? Will it be today?
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DAY 29
Wednes day, Apr i l 2
Become sober as you should and stop sinning; for some are ignorant of God—I say this to your
shame (1 Corinthians 15:34).
The Presidential Prayer Breakfast is held annually on the first Thursday of February in Washington, D.C.
When I attend, I am always careful with my words and actions. In years past I've found myself sitting
next to governors, congresswomen, and the occasional Cabinet member. If I were to have a private
meeting with the president, I would be even more concerned about what I did in his presence.
Wouldn't you?
At this very moment you are in the presence of the risen Son of God, a Person more powerful than any
president or human leader. How should that
fact affect your life today?
What God's word means

At this very moment you are
in the presence of the risen
Son of God, a Person more
powerful than any president
or human leader.

Now that Paul has proven the reality of the
resurrection through logic, revelation, and his
personal experience, he wants to drive home
its practical implications for daily living.
Because his readers serve a risen and reigning
King, they need to become sober ("sleep off a
drunken fit"), a word which describes a
drunken stupor or is used metaphorically for irrational living. This is what you should do, the
righteous living that our Lord requires and deserves.
They are to stop sinning—the syntax indicates ongoing action that must be stopped. "Do not go on
sinning" (ESV) translates Paul's imperative. The Corinthians must stop sinning immediately, for some
are ignorant of God. These non-Christians could be deterred from faith by the Corinthians' ungodliness and spend eternity separated from God as a result. Paul castigates his readers for such sinfulness:
I say this to your shame.
Their Greek culture teaches the separation of religion and the "real world." The gods live atop Mt.
Olympus, removed from daily life. They are capricious and unreliable, to be placated rather than loved.
So long as the people sacrifice to the gods as required, they are free to live as they wished. They keep
their religious traditions, but do not apply them to their daily lives.
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Why Easter matters
If you view Easter as a myth or tradition rather than a reality, you are likely to reject the guidance of
divine accountability. But if you believe in the resurrection, such faith should affect every dimension of
your life.
When plague swept through Rome, pagans threw the bodies of their sick relatives into the streets and
fled the city. Christians stayed behind and cared for the sick at the risk of their own lives. Justin Martyr
testified: "We used to hate and destroy one another and refused to associate with people of another
race or country. Now, because of Christ, we live together with such people and pray for our enemies."
Tertullian quoted the Romans' amazement: "See how they love one another!"28
The most compelling proof that Jesus had risen from the dead was the transformed lives of those who
met him. It should be the same today.
How to respond
The risen Christ is praying for you right now (Romans 8:34), a fact that reveals his knowledge of your
thoughts and actions at every moment. His Spirit dwells in your body as his temple (1 Corinthians
3:16) and knows your mind and heart. Your next sin will "grieve" the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) and
"quench" his work in your life (1 Thessalonians 5:19). However, your next act of obedience will enable
him to use you for God's greatest glory.
Nonbelievers are watching your life as well. They note both your failures and your faithfulness. The
former confirms their rejection of Jesus, but the latter draws them to him. Dietrich Bonhoeffer
believed that "one act of obedience is better than one hundred sermons." What will the sermon of
your life say to the world today?
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DAY 30
Thur s day, Apr il 3
But someone may ask, How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?
(1 Corinthians 15:35).
Imagine yourself sitting on an airplane next to a stranger. Your conversation is polite but forced; you're
probably hoping to get past the obligatory greetings and return to the book you brought to read on the
flight. But something the person says causes you to realize that he is not a Christian, and you sense in
that moment that God wants you to share your faith with him. How do you feel—excited about this
opportunity or frightened and apprehensive?
An analogy I learned in seminary may help. Most of us, when given the chance to witness for Christ,
feel ourselves to be on trial. The person with
whom we are to share our faith is the prosecutThe One whose wisdom as a
ing attorney, looking for flaws in our
testimony. We are afraid of failing our Lord and
child "amazed" scholars,
embarrassing ourselves.
Actually, Jesus is the Person on trial. The Holy
Spirit is the defense attorney, while Satan is the
prosecutor. The person with whom you are
speaking is the jury. Your job is simply to go to
the witness stand when the Spirit calls you and
tell the jury what you have experienced.
Anything else is "hearsay."

whose answers to trained
lawyers caused them to
"marvel," stands ready to use
your mind and witness for
his Kingdom.

You're not responsible for the jury's verdict. In
fact, you may be the first witness called to the stand and never learn how the jury decides. You may be
the last witness, so that you hear the jury render his verdict for Jesus. You're likely to be somewhere in
the middle. But the outcome of the trial is not up to you. Your job is simply to be faithful.
As you testify, know this: "the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say" (Luke
12:12). He will use your education and experience as he prompts your mind with his truth. He will
never call you to testify without leading and equipping you to succeed.
Are you willing to be his witness today?
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What God's word means
Paul is reasoning with a sophisticated Greek audience in Corinth, some of whom have been swayed by
Greek philosophy and its rejection of a bodily resurrection. He has demonstrated through reason,
revelation and personal experience that the resurrection of Jesus is both logically cogent and practically compelling. Now he anticipates the skeptic's next move: But someone may ask, How are the
dead raised?
This question is not motivated by genuine curiosity, but by a desire to defeat Paul's argument. If the
apostle cannot explain with what kind ("with what manner or sort") of body those who are
resurrected will come ("be brought") from the grave, why should his opponents believe that they will
be raised?
A pilot can promise me that the airplane I'm boarding will take me safely to my destination. But if he
doesn't know what kind of plane he is flying or how to pilot it, I am unlikely to trust his assurance. If
Paul doesn't know how the resurrection works, should his readers trust his claim that it is real? In the
next verses, the Spirit will lead him to answer this question with truth so compelling that his skeptics
are defeated and his readers are comforted.
Why Easter matters
The risen Christ continues his ministry today through you and me. The One whose wisdom as a child
"amazed" scholars (Luke 2:47), whose answers to trained lawyers caused them to "marvel" (Matthew
22:22), stands ready to use your mind and witness for his Kingdom. If there were no Easter, we would
be left to our own knowledge and capacities. Because Jesus is alive, his Spirit can speak divine truth to
us and through us today.
How to respond
As you begin your day, ask for "the mind of Christ" (1 Corinthians 2:16). As you encounter challenges
and opportunities, decisions and problems through the day, submit your thoughts to his Spirit. Ask
him to give you truth which those you encounter most need to hear. And know that the will of God
never leads where the grace of God cannot sustain.
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DAY 31
Fr iday, Apr il 4
Foolish person, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies (1 Corinthians 15:36).
My father died at the age of 55, when I was a senior in college. The greatest regret of my life is that my
father never met my sons—he would have been such a wonderful grandfather.
You've probably lived long enough to suffer the loss of someone you love. Perhaps several loved ones.
When death strikes, doesn't a part of you struggle to reconcile God's love and power with your grief?
Why did my Father allow my father to die? How does he redeem such tragedy today?
What God's word means

When death strikes, doesn't a

Paul is responding to the skeptic who
questions the resurrection because he doesn't
part of you struggle to
understand how a dead body can come back to
life. The apostle calls him a foolish person
reconcile God's love and power
("senseless or ignorant man"), because he has
overlooked a basic law of life: what you sow
with your grief?
is not made alive unless it dies. In coming
verses Paul will complete his thought: after the
seed dies, it comes to life again as something much different and much better than it was.
So it is with those who die and are raised back to life by God. What applies to nature, applies to us. If
a seed can overcome death and be brought to life, how much more can we?
But first the seed must die. Otherwise, it remains forever a seed and never becomes all it could be.
Physical death is essential to eternal life. This is one reason why the psalmist can declare, "Precious in
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints" (Psalm 116:15).
Suffering saints have long known this fact. As Hebrews 11 reminds us, "Some were tortured, refusing
to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life" (v. 35). They knew that the worst that
could happen to them on earth was only the gateway to the best that could happen to them in
eternity. The same is true for us.
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Why Easter matters
The story of Lazarus (John 11) is an example of Paul's logic at work—death led to life. However,
Lazarus was resuscitated more than resurrected, as he would die again. Because of Easter, the One who
defeated his grave is alive to defeat yours. He will not put you back in your decaying body—he will
take you to your paradise home (John 14:3). His resurrection proves the truth of his assurance to
Lazarus's grieving sister and to all who grieve today: "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live" (John 11:25).
How to respond
I have long felt sorry for Lazarus. After he died and entered paradise, Jesus called him back into his
fallen, earthly body (John 11:43-44). Not only did he have to do his dying twice—he had to leave
God's perfect presence to do it.
There is a humorous side to his story, however. After this amazing miracle, "the chief priests made
plans to put Lazarus to death as well, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away
and believing in Jesus" (John 12:10-11). How do you suppose Lazarus felt about their threats? Now
that he knew the grave for the imposter it is, now that he had experienced firsthand the life that
follows death, how afraid of dying would he have been?
That's how we should view death today. Do you?
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DAY 32
Saturday, April 5
and what you sow is not the body that will be, but a bare kernel perhaps of wheat or some
other grain. But God gives a body to it as he has determined, and to each of the seeds its own
body (1 Corinthians 15:37-38).
I will never forget my first visit to the island of Patmos. Our study group made its way into the cavern
where the Apostle John received the Revelation of Jesus Christ. It's not a large cave—I had to duck my
head at several points. It's U-shaped, with a carved-out table on the right-hand wall where John's
secretary wrote down the words of the Revelation as the apostle dictated them to him. In the righthand corner of the cave is the indention where John laid his head while praying. Next to it is the
handhold which the elderly man used to climb back to his feet. Tapestries cover its walls today, but it
was a bare, forbidding place when John was
imprisoned there.
It's been 60 years since the "beloved disciple"
(John 20:2) last heard his best friend's voice.
All the other apostles were martyred decades
earlier; he is the last of the Twelve. Now
imagine the scene: it is a Sunday, "the Lord's
Day," as John describes it, and he is "in the
Spirit" in worship (Revelation 1:10a). Suddenly
he hears "a loud voice like a trumpet" (v. 10b).
He turns, and there stands the One he followed
for three years and has served ever since.

Suddenly he hears "a loud
voice like a trumpet." He turns,
and there stands the One he
followed for three years and
has served ever since.

Jesus no longer looks like a Galilean carpenter. He is "clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash
around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a
flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of
many waters" (vs. 13-15). While John's description probably include symbolic elements, it clearly
demonstrates the fact that life in heaven is more glorious than anything we can imagine on earth (cf.
Revelation 7:9).
Whom do you know in heaven? What are they like today?
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What God's word means
Paul is addressing those in Corinth who deny the resurrection since they cannot understand how dead
bodies can come back to life. The apostle has already noted that seeds must be buried and "die" before
they can come to life (v. 36). Now he continues his analogy: what you sow is not the body that will
be. Anyone who has ever planted a seed knows this. The farmer plants a bare ("naked") kernel,
whether of wheat (or "grain, corn") or some other grain. The kind is irrelevant—the process is the
same for every seed.
The seed becomes a body as God directs, to each of the seeds its own body (cf. Genesis 1:11, "And
God said, 'Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is
their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth'"). Though apple and pear seeds look similar, the
trees and fruit they produce are distinctly different. So it is with the believer who dies and is
resurrected. Her body is buried as a decaying corpse but raised to eternal glory, each individual as God
directs.
Why Easter matters
Catholics believe that Peter's remains are buried beneath Bernini's Altar in the Vatican. Pilgrims visit
the tomb of St. Thomas in Mylapore, India. I've been to St. John's tomb outside of Ephesus. If Jesus was
not raised from the dead, neither were his apostles. Neither will you be. But the "seed" placed in Jesus'
tomb on Good Friday became the glorified risen Savior of Easter Sunday. What happened to him will
happen to you.
How to respond
Paul assured the Corinthians, "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love him" (1 Corinthians 2:9, NIV84; quoting Isaiah 64:4). Ambrosiaster, a
fourth-century biblical scholar, noted: "If a seed dies and comes back again with so much additional
benefit to the human race, why is it incredible that a human body should rise again, by the power of
God, with an equally improved substance?" 29
A first-time farmer could not imagine how the bare seed he places in the soil will become a majestic
apple tree. Nor can you imagine how God will transform your frail, decaying body into an eternal,
glorified existence. But he will.
Victor Hugo believed that "our life dreams the Utopia. Our death achieves the Ideal." If you can trust
God with your life on earth, can't you trust him with your life in heaven?
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DAY 33
Sunday, Apr il 6
All flesh is not the same, but there is one kind for men, and another for animals, and for birds,
and another for fish. And there are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the
heavenly bodies is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly bodies is of another. There is the
glory of the sun, and the glory of the moon, and the glory of the stars; for star to star differs in
glory (1 Corinthians 15:39-41).
The largest star known to astronomers is VY Canis Majoris. It is one of the "monster red hypergiants,"
stars that are 1,500 times larger than our Sun. The smallest star we know is OGLE-TR-122b, about 20
percent larger than the planet Jupiter. The unaided eye can see a few thousand stars on a dark night.
Using binoculars, you can see about 200,000 stars. There are at least a septillion
(1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000) stars in the known universe. Yet God calls each one by name
(Psalm 147:4).
Such is the almost infinite variety within our Father's creation. And such is the almost infinite variety
among his children as they spend eternity with their Creator in his heaven. David prayed that God
would "keep me as the apple of your eye"
(Psalm 17:8). God loves you as much as he
loved him. Why do you need that reminder
The stars are regal in splendor,
today?
What God's word means

but you are the crown of
God's creation.

Paul is answering those who are skeptical
about the resurrection and want to know how
dead bodies return to life. He has shown that we must die to live (v. 36), and that, like seeds, we are
resurrected to a far greater life than we knew before we were buried (vs. 37-38). Now he continues his
analogy from seeds to other forms of life. While men, animals, birds and fish are all created by God,
each obviously has its own flesh. The sun differs in glory from the moon, which differs from the
stars, which differ from each other.
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It is the same with heavenly bodies and earthly bodies—each has a kind of glory ("splendor,
brightness, radiance, prestige"), though they are not the same. Paul may be contrasting angels with
humans, or those in heaven with those on earth. Whatever his specific reference, his point is clear: life
after resurrection will be as varied as it is on earth, if not more so.
Why Easter matters
It seems foolish to think that you and I will outlive the stars. They have existed since the fourth day of
creation (Genesis 1:16); scientists say that our local sun, one of the smaller stars, will exist for another
five billion years. If Easter was not real, life as we know it would end with our death and the stars
would witness our demise. Because the risen Christ will raise us to eternal life, we will witness theirs.
How to respond
Imagine yourself on a clear night, laying on your back and gazing at the stars. Join those across all of
human history who have admired their majestic splendor. Ptolemy said, "When I follow at my
pleasure the serried multitude of the stars in their circular course, my feet no longer touch the earth."
Marcus Aurelius, the Stoic philosopher and Roman emperor, counseled his readers to "dwell on the
beauty of life. Watch the stars, and see yourself running with them."
As you consider their glory, know that you and your fellow believers will be even more glorious in
heaven. The stars will one day "be burned up and dissolved" (2 Peter 3:10), and you will watch it
happen. Their light will no longer be needed for those in paradise, because "night will be no more.
They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever
and ever" (Revelation 22:5).
The stars are regal in splendor, but you are the crown of God's creation. How does that fact encourage
you today?
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DAY 34
M onday, Apr il 7
So also the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual
body (1 Corinthians 15:42-44).
Warren Buffett is typically considered the most successful investor of our generation. What is his
secret? He says that he doesn't play the stock market. Rather, he invests in companies, specifically
those he thinks are well-managed and will be profitable for decades to come. He takes the long view
and finds that it often profits him in the short run as well.
For persecuted Christians, the short view is that following Jesus leads to suffering and death. He
warned us that it would be so: "in the world you will have tribulation" (John 16:33). But the long view
is that suffering and death for following Christ lead to glory beyond description. Millennia after Warren
Buffett's companies are forgotten, our investment in God's Kingdom will be paying dividends in
paradise.
What sacrifice is Jesus asking you to make for
him today?
What God's word means

Those who die in Christ
are raised by God to
imperishable, glorious,
powerful, spiritual life.

Paul continues his answer to skeptics who
question the possibility of life after death. He
has shown that seeds which are buried come
back to life in God's purpose. Everything in his creation is made according to its kind, to fulfill its part
in God's creative plan.
Now he applies his analogy: So also ("so it will be, in this way") the resurrection of the dead. The
human body is sown into the ground at death, for it is perishable ("deteriorating, ruined,
corrupted"), but it is raised ("roused, awakened") imperishable ("incorruptible, immortal"). It is

2014 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL

Finding Your Victory In Christ
sown in dishonor ("disgrace," a word sometimes used for loss of citizenship, as a corpse has no rights30)
but raised in glory ("splendor, brightness, fame, honor, prestige"). It is sown in weakness ("sickness,
disease") but raised in power ("might, strength," the Greek word from which we get "dynamite").
It is sown a natural ("unspiritual, worldly") body but raised a spiritual ("that which is caused by the
spirit") body. What exists in this world as a natural body is renovated as a spiritual body in the next.
To answer the Corinthians' question: those who die in Christ are raised by God to imperishable,
glorious, powerful, spiritual life.
Why Easter matters
Jesus' earthly body could walk on water. His hands could open blind eyes, cleanse leprous bodies, and
make a small boy's lunch into a feast for 5,000 families. Yet his flesh grew tired and thirsty. When
pierced with a sword, he bled. When crucified, he died and was buried. His flesh was perishable, sown
in dishonor and weakness as a natural body.
On Easter Sunday, he was raised imperishable, in magnificent glory and stupendous power. His
resurrection proves that God can in fact raise the dead to eternal life. What happened inside Jesus'
tomb will happen inside yours: "the dead in Christ will rise" (1 Thessalonians 4:16).
How to respond
There's a story about a wealthy man who could not imagine going to heaven without his gold. He
begged and pleaded with God, who finally approved his request. When he arrived in paradise and
opened his suitcase filled with gold bars, an angel asked, "Why did you bring pavement?"
You will spend eternity in a city with streets of "pure gold" and gates of pearl, whose foundations are
"adorned with every kind of jewel" (Revelation 21:21, 19). Jesus is busy preparing your place in
paradise with him (John 14:2-3). Your eternal body will be glorious, even as your eternal home will be
perfect. N. T. Wright was right: "If you're a Christian, you're just a shadow of your future self."
Are you investing in earth or in heaven today?
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DAY 35
Tues day, Apr il 8
So it has been written: the first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam became a
life-giving spirit (1 Corinthians 15:45).
My family is related to Gen. Robert E. Lee. My mother's mother was actually fairly close to the Civil War
hero genealogically, something like a great-niece. That fact doesn't do me much good where I live in
Dallas, Texas. But when I was a pastor in Atlanta, Georgia, it made me a celebrity of sorts.
Your ancestors can be helpful in life. But only one Ancestor can help you when you die. Are you trusting
his protection and power today?
What God's word means
Paul is defending the resurrection from the
dead, seeking to show his Corinthian readers
why this doctrine is both reasonable and
relevant to their lives. He has argued from
buried seeds to life-giving harvest and from
variety in life to variety in the afterlife.

At Jesus' resurrection, he
demonstrated his power over
death. At your resurrection,
he will demonstrate that same
power to you.

Now he turns to Scripture: So it has been
written: the first man Adam became a living being. The apostle is paraphrasing Genesis 2:7:
"the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man became a living creature." Only God could turn inanimate dust into life.
Then he performed the same miracle at Easter: the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. Paul
describes Jesus as the "second Adam" again in Romans 5. There he draws out the analogy: the first
Adam's trespass brought condemnation and death, as the second Adam's gift of salvation brings
justification (vs. 15-17a). The result: we "reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ" (v. 17b).
In our text Paul renews the comparison, but with a different emphasis. The risen Christ not only
purchased our salvation, he provides it to us personally as a life-giving spirit ("a spirit who gives
life"). The apostle does not equate the Son with the Holy Spirit. Rather, he emphasizes Jesus' role in
imparting eternal life to all who will receive it:
• "In him was life, and the life was the light of men" (John 1:4).
• "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see
life, but the wrath of God remains on him" (John 3:36).
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• "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself,
so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. . . . Do not marvel at this, for an hour
is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have
done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of
judgment" (John 5:25-26, 28-29).
• "You refuse to come to me that you may have life" (John 5:40).
• "The bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. . . . I am
the bread of life" (John 6:33, 35).
• "I came that they might have life and have it abundantly" (John 10:10).
• "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die" (John 11:25-26).
Why Easter matters
If God could transform dead substance into a living body when he made the first Adam, could he not
transform a dead body into a living being? This he did with the second Adam at Easter; now our Savior
does this for us.
Jesus consistently claimed to give us life, as we have seen. But if the Romans could take life from him,
how could he oﬀer it to us? At his resurrection, he demonstrated his power over death. At your
resurrection, he will demonstrate that same power to you.
How to respond
Many people think that Jesus gives us eternal life when we die. In fact, he has given us this life already:
"whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16). Note the text: "have," in
the present tense. Paul assured us that "if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come" (2 Corinthians 5:17). A Christian "is" a new creation, right now.
How can we experience this life today?
If I wanted to maximize my family relationship to Robert E. Lee, I would need to move to the South. If
I want to maximize my life-giving relationship to Jesus, I need to be close to him. He cannot give what
I will not receive. An electric drill must be connected to its source in order to engage the power it was
designed to use.
Would Jesus say he is empowering your life today?
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DAY 36
Wednes day, April 9
But not first the spiritual but the natural, afterward the spiritual (1 Corinthians 15:46).
Have you ever wondered if we will know each other in heaven? Married couples often ask me this
question. Parents who have lost a son or daughter want to know if they will recognize their child in
paradise. I assure them that they will, because of the following biblical texts:
• Martyrs in paradise remember those who persecuted them on earth, and will know their
"fellow servants and their brothers" in heaven (Revelation 6:9-11).
• Those in heaven will "recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob" (Matthew 8:11),
obviously knowing the identify of these patriarchs.
• The rich man in hell knew Lazarus in heaven and his brothers on earth (Luke 16:19-31).
• For David to "go to" his deceased child in heaven, he would need to know his identity (2
Samuel 12:23).
• When Jesus met with Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter knew the
identity of all three (Matthew 17:4).
As we will see, Jesus' disciples recognized him in his resurrected body. This fact is further evidence that
we retain our uniqueness from life to life eternal. How is that fact relevant for you today?
What God's word means

Because of Jesus' resurrection,
your resurrection is as certain
as your death.

As Paul continues explaining the resurrection,
he explores an analogy between God's creation
of the first Adam and his resurrection of the
second Adam (v. 45). Now he describes the
order in which God performed these miracles:
not first the spiritual (referring to the risen Christ) but the natural (referring to Adam). Then,
following Jesus' death, afterward the spiritual (i.e., the risen Lord).
The apostle does not mean that the first Adam preceded the second Adam in existence. Jesus was "in
the beginning with God" (John 1:2). He prayed before his death that his Father would "glorify me in
your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed" (John 17:5). Jesus is
"before all things, and in him all things hold together" (Colossians 1:17).
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Rather, Paul means that God's work in creating the first Adam preceded his work in resurrecting the
second Adam. This fact, while obvious to anyone familiar with Genesis, is important to his argument.
If the Corinthians believe that God could transform inanimate dirt into a living person, could they not
believe that he could transform an inanimate corpse into a risen Person? What God would do for a
human, surely he would do for his Son.
Why Easter matters
Jesus' post-Easter body bore marked similarities to its pre-Easter condition. He could show Thomas his
crucified hands and spear-pierced side (John 20:27). Mary Magdalene recognized him when he called
her name (John 20:16). John knew him as Jesus stood on the shore of the Sea of Galilee (John 21:7).
His followers worshiped him when he met with them in Galilee (Matthew 28:17). Their Lord could
spend 40 days with them between his resurrection and his ascension (Acts 1:3).
Without Easter, obviously none of these encounters could have occurred. Nor could we meet our loved
ones in paradise, for there would be no Savior to take us there. John Stott was right: "We live and die;
Christ died and lived!" One day, so will you. Because of Jesus' resurrection, your resurrection is as
certain as your death. As is the resurrection of every Christian you know.
How to respond
The 17th-century physician Sir Thomas Browne noted that "death is the cure of all diseases." This is not
just because dead bodies cannot get sick. It is also because dead Christians are instantly raised to
eternal life where "there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away" (Revelation 21:4, NIV).
In that life, we will spend eternity with those who have made Christ their Lord. We will know them and
they will know us. In fact, we'll know them better than ever before: "now we see in a mirror dimly, but
then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known" (1
Corinthians 13:12).
Do you know people who have not made Jesus their Lord? If you want to see them in heaven, help
them trust Christ on earth. You can begin by praying for them by name, right now. Ask the Lord to lead
you in sharing Jesus with them.
And know that those who have died in Christ are alive this moment. You did not say "good-bye" to
them at their funeral, but "good night" until you see them in the morning. This is the assurance of God.

2014 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL

Finding Your Victory In Christ
DAY 37
Thur s day, Apr il 10
The first man was made of dust out of the earth; the second man from heaven (1 Corinthians
15:47).
A physicist was complaining to God about all the flaws in his creation. "I could have done a much
better job," the scientist claimed. Then he challenged the Lord to a contest: they would each create
something from scratch and see whose work was better. God agreed. The scientist began to gather up
some dirt, but God said: "Get your own dirt."
Theologians say that God made the world "ex nihilo," out of nothing. Scientists still don't know how he
did it. Some say life began in hot pools near volcanoes; others say it was kick-started by meteorites
hitting the ocean. (I'll take the Genesis version of the story.) Despite remarkable advances in recent
years, we still don't understand human consciousness or know for sure why we dream. We're not even
certain what substance composes 95 percent of the universe. Atoms, which form everything we can
see, account for only five percent. The rest is still under investigation.31
British science historian James Burke claimed,
"If you don't know where you're from, you
don't know where you are." Where are you
from?
What God's word means

At your conception you were
the intended, wanted, chosen,
created child of your
heavenly Father. This is still
your status today.

1 Corinthians 15 is Paul's exposition and
defense of the resurrection of Jesus. In answering a skeptic's question, "How are the dead
raised?" (v. 35), the apostle has shown that
"dead" seeds produce great life (vs. 36-37) and that God's design for his creation is likewise varied (vs.
38-41). Those who are resurrected are similarly raised from the perishable to the imperishable, from
natural body to spiritual body (vs. 42-46).
Now he continues his argument: The first man (Adam) was made of dust out of the earth ("of
earth out of earth"). However, the second man (Jesus) was from heaven, not earth. It's no surprise
that Paul would describe Jesus in this way—when he first met the risen Christ, "a light from heaven
shone around him" (Acts 9:3). As Paul will point out shortly, Christians are likewise made from dust,
but when we are resurrected we will "bear the image of the man of heaven" (v. 49).
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While verse 47 is only part of the apostle's larger argument, it makes this significant point: you and I
are created by God. Adam was made of dust, but he was nonetheless "made" or created. He did not
exist by chance or coincidence, but by God's creative purpose. What was true for him, is true for you.
Your life is no less a miracle than his. You are no less intended by God than he was. There are more than
seven billion people on our planet—God did not make you because we need another human. He
made you because he wanted you to exist, and to live with him forever.
Why Easter matters
Jesus chose to bear Adam's image when "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:14). He
experienced all that our fallen existence must face—hunger, thirst, weariness, grief, loneliness,
temptation. When God raised him from the dead, he took him from fallen humanity to exalted glory.
One day, our Father will do the same for us.
By restoring his Son to life, he proved that he has the power to create life as well. If you believe in
Easter, you can also believe in creation—Adam's and yours as well.
How to respond
When you know where you're from, you know where you are. At your conception you were the
intended, wanted, chosen, created child of your heavenly Father. This is still your status today.
Your Father loves you just as much as he did when he chose to make you. Before time began, he knew
there would be that time when your life would begin. Before he made the first man and woman, he
knew he would make you. Before he gave them life, he knew he would give you life. You are here by
the design of the Architect of the universe.
It's been said that the same God who controls the sun cares for the sparrow. Why do you need your
Creator's providential grace today?

2014 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL

Finding Your Victory In Christ
DAY 38
Fr iday, Apr il 1 1
As the man of dust, so those who are of dust, and as the man of heaven, so those who are of
heaven (1 Corinthians 15:48).
Austin pastor Gerald Mann saw his church grow from 60 members to 4,000 in 14 years. His explanation: "I know three things people want when they come to church: they want help, they want home,
and they want hope."
We want all three because we are members of a fallen race. From Adam's first sin to our last, we are
separated from the Source of life. We need help to make it through the day, a home in which to belong,
and hope that tomorrow will be better than today.
C. S. Lewis described our condition well:
At present we are on the outside of the world, the wrong side of the door. We discern the
freshness and purity of morning, but they do not make us fresh and pure. We cannot
mingle with the splendors we see.
But all the leaves of the New
Testament are rustling with the
We are of dust, but we are also
rumor that it will not always be so.
of heaven. One day we will
Some day, God willing, we shall
32
get in.
How does this hope make you feel now?
What God's word means

leave our earthly existence
behind, when "the former
things have passed away"
(Revelation 21:4).

Adam was the man of dust ("the earthly
man, the man made of earth"). As his descendants, you and I are of dust as well. We
inherited and share in his fallen condition, as though we were each formed from corrupted clay. As he
sinned, we sin. As he faced "thorns and thistles" (Genesis 3:18), so do we. As he died (v. 19), we will die.
By contrast, Jesus is the man of heaven ("the heavenly or celestial man"). As those who have
received salvation from him, we are of heaven as well. As he defeated temptation (Hebrews 4:15),
we can defeat temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13). As he communed with his Father (Mark 1:35), we can
commune with his Father (1 Thessalonians 5:17). As he was raised from the dead, we will be raised
from the dead.
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We are of dust, but we are also of heaven. One day we will leave our earthly existence behind, when
"the former things have passed away" (Revelation 21:4).
Why Easter matters
Jesus promised that he would give his followers life "to the full" (John 10:10, NIV). He claimed that he
would be raised from the dead (Mark 8:31) and assured his disciples that he would "take you to myself,
that where I am you may be also" (John 14:3). But when Good Friday came, his promises died with
him. He, like us, was a man of dust, and to dust he returned. Or so it seemed.
On Sunday, he proved that he was indeed the man of heaven. He proved that he could bring us to
heaven with him. In the meanwhile, as we await our death and resurrection, we can know that our
future is secure. In Christ we have help, home, and hope.
How to respond
If Jesus is your Lord, your best day here cannot match your first day in heaven. Be encouraged: "The
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us"
(Romans 8:18). Because you are now of heaven, this world is not your home.
One of my favorite stories is the true account of a missionary couple returning to America after a
lifetime spent on a foreign field. It so happened that they booked passage on a ship which also
brought President Theodore Roosevelt and his entourage home from an overseas safari. For the entire
journey, the passengers paid homage to the president; not a soul noticed the faithful missionaries. But
they comforted each other: "We're not home yet."
When the ship pulled into dock, the press was there. A gala celebration awaited the president. Not a
single person was waiting for the missionaries. Due to a scheduling mix-up, there was no one there
from their home church or mission agency. They carried their luggage off the ship with no place to go.
Surprised, hurt, and discouraged, they found a cheap hotel room for the night.
The husband was enraged: "All our lives we served faithfully, and not a single person has come to
welcome us home!" He ranted and fumed until his longsuffering wife had enough. She sent him out
of the room to take a walk and calm down.
He returned an hour later, a different man. His heart was calm, his spirit at peace. "What happened?"
she wanted to know. He explained: "I told the Lord how hurt I was. How angry and upset—we came
home and there was no one to meet us. Home, with no one to care for us. Home, with no one at all.
And he quietly whispered to me: 'You're not home yet.'"
But one day you will be. And yours will be the help, the home, and the hope of God, forever.
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DAY 39
S at urday, Apr il 12
And as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man
from heaven (1 Corinthians 15:49).
How will God resurrect a body that was completely destroyed in a fire? What about those who are
cremated, their ashes scattered on the ocean? Or bodies that are donated to science and dismembered?
These are not idle questions. Wildfires kill 339,000 people a year around the world. An estimated 18
million cremations occur annually. More people are donating their bodies to science than ever before.
How will God resurrect them?
Scientists estimate that many of the atoms in your body came from other parts of the universe and
other humans on our planet. By one estimate, 50 billion water molecules in your body arrived on Earth
in the last thousand years from somewhere outside our solar system.33 If your body is made of parts of
other bodies, how will God turn each body into a glorified body?
What God's word means

Like our Savior, we die so we
can live. As Easter came for
Christ, it comes for Christians.

Paul's explanation of the resurrection has led
him to compare the first Adam with the second
Adam (Christ) as an analogy for our bodies
before death and after we are raised from the
dead. Christians are both of dust and of
heaven (v. 48)—our bodies will decay and die, but then be raised to paradise. Now the apostle
applies his analogy: as we have borne ("we have constantly worn") the likeness ("image, portrait")
of the earthly man, Adam, so we shall bear the likeness of the man from heaven, Jesus.
God's ultimate purpose for his children is that we "be conformed to the image of his Son" (Romans
8:29). When Jesus returns for us, he will "transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself" (Philippians 3:21). As a result, "we know
that when he appears we shall be like him" (1 John 3:2).
Our physical creation is a miracle science is unable to duplicate. Our recreation when we are
resurrected is no less and no more a miracle. If we can be of the earthly man, we can be of the
heavenly man. If God can give us life, he can restore us to life. He is not hindered by the dissolution
of our atoms, the cremation or dismemberment of our body. We cannot imagine how he will recreate
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us, but our failure to comprehend his omnipotence makes him no less powerful.
When our oldest son was in high school, he built a desktop computer. I wouldn't know how to begin
such a project. When his computer broke down, he knew immediately how to fix it. When mine broke
down, I had to call him for help. The one who creates something is likely able to repair it. If my son
could make a computer, he could remake it. My inability to understand what he did was a reflection on
my capacities, not his.
The fact that you exist to read these words proves that God knew how to give you life. Is it difficult to
believe that he knows how to give it to you again?
Why Easter matters
More than 150,000 people die each day around the world. It is Good Friday somewhere, every moment
of every day. Without Easter Sunday, Calvary is how the story ends for us all. Whether we die on a cross
or in a hospital bed, in tortured agony or in anesthetized sleep, the fact remains: as long as the Lord
tarries, we will each die. We each bear the likeness of the earthly man until, like his, our bodies expire.
But Easter is just as real as Good Friday. God is not finished with us until we are like his Son (Romans
8:29). Since none of us achieves such glorious sanctification in this life, our Father must complete the
process in the life to come. Like our Savior, we die so we can live. As Easter came for Christ, it comes for
Christians.
How to respond
Jewish rabbis, when asked how God resurrects a body lost at sea or consumed by fire, postulated that
he rebuilds the body from a specific bone in the neck which they believed to be indestructible. They
were forced to such a speculative answer because they did not know about Easter. If the Father could
raise his Son to life, he can raise us to life. The condition of a body is no barrier to the transforming
power of the One who made it.
It's hard to believe in something we cannot experience firsthand. Since we have not died, we cannot
see what lies beyond death. But it takes no more faith to believe that there is life after death than to
believe that there is not. Atheists are no more intellectual than theists—the natural can neither prove
nor disprove the supernatural.
If there is an omnipotent God, he can resurrect the dead, no matter what has happened to their bodies.
If you can trust him for your best in eternity, you can trust him for your best today. Why do you need his
transforming power now?
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DAY 40
Palm Sunday, April 13
Now this I say, brothers, that flesh and blood are not able to inherit the kingdom of God,
neither can corruption inherit incorruption (1 Corinthians 15:50).
Passover always occurs in the Spring. It is the greatest season of celebration in the Jewish year, something
like Christmas for Christians.
In the third year of Jesus' public ministry, more than two million people crowded into the Holy City, many
of them with special excitement. They have heard the stories about this Galilean rabbi, his miraculous
powers and rising popularity, and his clashes with the authorities. The question on everyone's lips is, "Will
he come?" If we could combine a presidential election with Christmas Day, we'd have something of the
electricity in the air that week.
If Jesus came to Jerusalem, there would be no turning back. The authorities were waiting for him like the
Gestapo. He could still turn around and retreat to Galilee, healing people and teaching disciples. Or he
could go to Jerusalem and ultimately to Calvary. On this Palm Sunday morning, he had to decide.
For the sake your eternal soul, he chose to come to the Holy City and die. Why?
What God's word means
Paul has shown the Corinthians the reasonableness of the resurrection. Now he closes 1 Corinthians 15 by
showing them its relevance to their lives, here and in eternity.
Now this I say, brothers could be translated, "Now this I solemnly and emphatically affirm, fellow
Christians." This is the first time in our chapter he has introduced a concept with such a weighty statement.
Flesh and blood refers to our present mortal nature. Are not able means "do not have the power or
capacity to accomplish." The apostle allows for no exceptions—no human being is able to inherit
("acquire, obtain") the kingdom of God (that realm where God is King).
Why not? Because corruption ("dissolution, destruction") cannot inherit incorruption ("incorruptibility,
immortality"). God dwells in incorruptible perfection; we are corrupted creatures. The Lord can no more
allow us into his paradise as we are than a surgeon can allow a homeless person into an operating room.
Your last sin and mine would be enough to spoil his perfect heaven.
If we are not transformed from corruption to incorruption, we can have no hope of eternal life with our
Father. Such transformation is only possible by divine decision and action. Rebels can be admitted into the
Kingdom only by the grace of the King.
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Why Easter matters
Five centuries before Palm Sunday, the prophet Zechariah had predicted: "Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey" (Zechariah 9:9, NIV). Military conquerors rode on white stallions;
men of peace always rode on lowly donkeys. This King would come to his rebellious realm in peace, the prophet claimed.
What would he do when he arrives? Zechariah continues: "He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule
will extend from sea to sea and from the [Euphrates] River to the ends of the earth" (v. 10, NIV). What
would he do for the crowds milling about Jerusalem this day? "As for you, because of the blood of my
covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit" (v. 11, NIV). He would transform
corruption into incorruption, sinful people into sanctified children, rebels into worshipers.
The prophet promised his people a King who would overthrow their enemies and free them forever, who
would rule the entire world from sea to sea and to the ends of the earth. How would they know it was he?
He would come to Jerusalem on a donkey, a symbol of peace.
Today the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:7) comes in peace to you.
How to respond
Where in Palm Sunday are you?
The crowds cheered on Sunday but cried "Crucify!" on Friday. I'm in the crowd if I cheer Jesus when he's
popular and reject him when he's not. If I worship him for what he will do for me, but refuse what he asks
me to do for him. I've been in this crowd. Have you?
What about the religious authorities? Surely none of us would reject Jesus and his claims to be Lord and
King. None of us would refuse him his throne in our hearts and lives. None of us would choose our own
ambition, or popularity, or status over him—would we? I've been among the authorities. Have you?
What about his disciples, amazed and thrilled by Palm Sunday? They've seen Jesus' power and hoped he
was the Messiah—now they have proof of it. They are no longer the lonely faithful. Now they are heroes
along with him, leaders in this movement of such promise. But of course, in five days they forsook him and
fled. When they had to risk their lives for his, they refused. When their faith came at a cost, they were
bankrupt. I've been among the disciples. Have you?
Consider one other option. On Palm Sunday, the donkey had the greatest honor of all: it carried Jesus. The
donkey carried him to Jerusalem for Easter, just as a donkey had carried his mother to Bethlehem for
Christmas. The donkey brought Jesus to the people he came to save. In the midst of a fickle crowd, prideful
authorities, and faithless disciples, the donkey did its job. It alone was faithful.
And now Jesus asks me to love him enough to be his donkey. To carry him to the fickle, prideful, faithless
people who need him. To tell his story and share his love in mine. The donkey doesn't matter—only the One it bears.
God still rides a donkey. Will you be his donkey this week?
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DAY 41
Monday, April 14
Behold I tell you a mystery: we shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51).
It's Monday of Holy Week. Two million people have crowded into Jerusalem for Passover, so Jesus and
his disciples are staying with friends in Bethany, a suburb of the Holy City. On their walk to Jerusalem
they encounter a fig tree on the way, carefully cultivated with beautiful leaves but no fruit.
Immediately Jesus sees in this fruitless fruit tree a symbol of Israel. He says to it, "May no fruit ever
come from you again!" and the fig tree "withered at once" (Matthew 21:19, 22). The tree looked
healthy, but it bore no fruit. And a fruit tree is good only if its fruit is good. According to Jesus, it is the
same way with us.
Jesus arrives next at the Temple, where he finds moneychangers at work. People coming to make
sacrifices must buy their animals at exorbitant prices, using their currency at astronomical exchange
rates. Jesus is outraged for one of the very few times in his ministry. He drives these corrupt merchants
out of the temple and cries, "My house shall be a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of
robbers" (Luke 19:46). Then he heals the blind and the lame who come to him in this newly cleansed
"house of prayer." The authorities immediately begin plotting to kill him.
After this uproar, Jesus continues teaching in the Temple. Some Gentiles who have come to Passover
have heard of him and want to meet him. But Gentiles aren't allowed into the Temple itself, so they
find one of his disciples and say to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus" (John 12:21). Jesus sees their acceptance of his message as fruit of his global movement.
Where in Holy Monday are you?
What God's word means
Paul has assured the Corinthians that Jesus' resurrection guarantees our resurrection from the dead.
But what about those who are still alive when he returns?
Behold ("Listen!") shows the importance of Paul's next statement, one of the most critical in all of
Scripture. Paul will tell the Corinthians a mystery ("secret"), something they could not have known
apart from the revelation to follow. (This is one of 19 such occurrences of the word in the New
Testament.) Here's how the mystery begins: we shall not all fall asleep, meaning that not all
Christians will die before Jesus returns. However, we shall all be changed ("altered, transformed"),
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whether we have died or not. In the next verse, the apostle will clarify this revolutionary revelation.
1 Corinthians was probably written several years before the first Gospel.34 As a result, chapter 15 is
God's first written assurance to the Corinthians that all Christians will be transformed with heavenly
bodies. (Paul gave the same assurance to the Thessalonians: "The dead in Christ will rise first. Then we
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air," 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17.) All in verse 51 is emphatic, demonstrating God's inclusion of every
believer in his eternal paradise. None of us deserves such favor, but all of us will receive it.
How should we respond to such grace?
Why Easter matters
Easter comes with both a promise and a requirement. The promise is that God's love triumphs over
death and the grave, for Jesus and for us. The requirement is that we must give the world what God has
given to us.
After the women were invited to "come, see the place where he lay," they were immediately
commanded to "go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead" (Matthew 28:6, 7).
When his disciples met with their risen Lord, "they worshiped him" (v. 17). Immediately Jesus
commissioned them to "go therefore and make disciples of all nations" (v. 19).
Easter gives us both the glorious guarantee that we shall all be changed and the staggering
privilege of sharing this mystery with the world.
How to respond
John Calvin observed that works do not save, but the saved do work. Holy Monday teaches us that fruit
makes the tree, and the soul. The book of James asks, "What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?" (James 2:14, NIV). A tree can look good but
have no fruit. A man can work in the Temple under the authority of the High Priest himself, but
blaspheme God by his money-changing corruption. Gentiles can trust in Christ more than his own
Jewish people.
The hard news is that God cares about our attitudes, our thoughts, and our actions more than he cares
about our appearance or social status. The good news is that God can use any person who wants to be
used, as we respond to his grace with our grateful service.
Has your life been used by the King yet today?
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DAY 42
Tues day, Apr il 15
in a flash, in a blink of an eye, at the last trumpet; for a trumpet will sound and the dead will
be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed (1 Corinthians 15:52).
On Holy Tuesday, Jesus returns to the Temple to continue teaching the people. His enemies cannot
arrest him, for he is too popular. He's not staying in the city at night where they can capture him under
cover of darkness, so they must discredit him before the crowds.
The Pharisees, a political group that opposes Jesus' movement, ask him a trick question: "Is it lawful to
pay taxes to Caesar, or not?" (Matthew 22:17). If he says that it is not, the Roman soldiers standing
guard will arrest him for insurrection. If he says that it is, the Jews who hate the Romans will reject
him. Either way, they win.
After asking for a Roman coin, Jesus asks, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" (v. 20). "Caesar's,"
they reply. "Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are
God's," he answers (v. 21). The Pharisees are amazed and leave in defeat (v. 22).
So a second group arrives, called the Sadducees. They want to prove the illogic of the resurrection and
thus of Jesus' teachings. So they ask him their own trick question: a woman's husband dies, so she is
married to his brother, which was the custom of the land. But he dies, and so on through seven
brothers. Which one will be her husband in the afterlife (vs. 23-28)?
Jesus replies by citing one of their own Scriptures in which God says: "I am the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob" (v. 32, quoting Exodus 3:6). Not "I was" but "I am." He is God
of the dead and the living. The Sadducees leave defeated while the crowd is astounded (v. 33).
A lawyer then asks Jesus to identify the most important of their 613 laws. If he names one, they will
accuse him of rejecting the others. Jesus responds with the Great Commandments: love the Lord your
God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and your neighbor as yourself (vs. 37, 39). The
lawyer is impressed.
In response to their rejection of him, Jesus foresees the day when their massive temple will be
destroyed (Matthew 24:1-2). His prediction came true when Titus, the Roman general, burned and
demolished the temple in A.D. 70. It has never been rebuilt.
Religious legalism rejected and crucified Jesus. How is that fact relevant to you?
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What God's word means
How will we be "changed" when Jesus returns for us (1 Corinthians 15:51)? When? Paul continues: in
a flash (atamos, "indivisible," from which we get "atom"; a metaphor for the smallest measurable
moment of time), in the blink of an eye (a metaphor for the fastest measurable movement, used
only here in the New Testament). St. Augustine uses the second metaphor to make this point:
The glance of our eye does not reach nearer objects more quickly and distant ones more
slowly. Rather, it reaches both with equal speed. Similarly when, as the apostle says, the
resurrection of the dead is effected in the twinkling of an eye, it is as easy for the omnipotence of God and his awe-inspiring authority to raise the recently dead as those long since
fallen into decay.35
This transformation will come at the last (eschatos, "final"; we get "eschatology" from this word)
trumpet (an instrument often used to summon the people into God's presence; cf. Exodus 19:16; 1
Thessalonians 4:16). A trumpet will sound—note the assurance and certainty of Paul's statement.
In that moment, the dead will be raised ("awakened, restored") incorruptible ("imperishable,
undecaying, immortal") and we will be changed ("altered, transformed").
Isaiah predicted a day when "a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were lost in the land of
Assyria and those who were driven out to the land of Egypt will come and worship the Lord on the holy
mountain at Jerusalem" (Isaiah 27:13). Jesus used this metaphor when he taught that God "will send
out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other" (Matthew 24:31).
Why Easter matters
Our resurrection depends on Jesus' resurrection. Not on the religious zeal of a Pharisee, the intellectual
sophistication of a Sadducee, or the biblical knowledge of a theological scholar. If he was raised, we
will be raised. Since he was raised, we will be raised.
How to respond
Jesus' opponents were the most religious people in the land. On Holy Tuesday we learn that religion is
not enough. Going to church or even preaching sermons and leading congregations is not enough.
God wants a personal, intimate relationship with every one of us. He wants to be King of every part of
our lives, not just our religious activities.
But we are fallen people living in a fallen world. If we do not put him on the throne of our lives,
intentionally and consciously, we are on that throne. Have you made him your King yet today?
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DAY 43
Wednes day, Apr i l 16
For this corruptible body must put on incorruption and this mortal body must put on immortality (1 Corinthians 15:53).
Today is Holy Wednesday. There is not a single recorded event in the life of the Lord Jesus on this day.
He likely remained in Bethany, a suburb of Jerusalem where he has been staying in the home of Mary,
Martha and Lazarus. Here he spends the day with his disciples and friends in quiet and solitude,
preparing for the horrific events soon to come.
This is not the first time our Lord stayed in the home of friends. He lived in Capernaum for three years
in the home of Peter and Andrew (Mark 1:29). He also stayed in the home of Matthew, the notorious
tax collector, where he ate with tax collectors, prostitutes, and other well-known sinners (Matthew
9:10). And Luke's Gospel tells us that he accepted the financial support of a group of women who
helped him out of their own means (Luke 8:2-3). After leaving his own home in Nazareth, he never had
a home of his own again. He went wherever he was invited and stayed anywhere he was welcome.
This is the pattern of Christianity from the first century to ours. The faith began in Palestine and spread
across the Middle East. From there it grew into Greece and eventually to Italy and Rome. Missionaries
took the gospel as far west as Spain and England, and as far east as India.
Then the center of gravity shifted across the Atlantic to the New World. For centuries North America
was the most Christianized continent in the world, with the largest churches and the most missionaries. Now the faith is moving again. South Korea is one-third to one-half "born again" Christian; five of
the ten largest churches on earth are in their country. Last year, they sent more missionaries into the
world than America did.
A worship movement is sweeping Australia. A tribal movement is growing across sub-Saharan Africa;
in southern Nigeria, 90% of the people gather for worship each Sunday. As many as 100,000 people
come to Christ every day in the People's Republic of China. More than a million people have become
Christians in Cuba over the last ten years. A Pentecostal movement is sweeping Central and South
America. More Muslims than ever before are coming to Christ, many after seeing visions and dreams
of Jesus.
Meanwhile, the Church is dying in Western Europe where it once was headquartered. In Great Britain,
four times as many Muslims go to mosque on Friday as Christians go to church on Sunday. In France,
less than one percent go to church each week. In America, the number of atheists and agnostics has
quadrupled over the last 20 years.
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Author Philip Yancey observes: "As I travel, I have observed a pattern, a strange historical phenomenon
of God 'moving' geographically from the Middle East, to Europe to North America to the developing
world. My theory is this: God goes where he's wanted."36 The fact is clear: God goes where he's
welcome and changes the world wherever he goes.
What God's word means
Paul has already explained that "flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the
perishable inherit the imperishable" (v. 50). Now he returns to this fact: Before we can enter God's
perfect heaven, this corruptible ("destructible, perishable") body must ("it is necessary that") put
on ("clothe itself with") incorruption ("that which is imperishable") and our mortal ("perishable")
body with immortality.
When the "last trumpet" sounds, the battle is over (v. 52). Our battle with corruption and death will
end in victory as we achieve incorruption and immortality. When we put on such victorious
garments, we will say with the prophet,
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness (Isaiah 61:10).
Why Easter matters
On Easter Sunday, Jesus rose from the dead in a body that could appear through locked doors (John
20:19) and ascend to heaven (Acts 1:9). Because he could exchange corruptible for incorruptible
and mortal for immortality, we can as well.
How to respond
Now Jesus continues his Kingdom advance through his followers, the "body of Christ" (1 Corinthians
12:27). His Spirit dwells in us as his temple (1 Corinthians 3:16). As Jesus made his home in a fishing
village and a tax-collector's house, then in the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus on Holy Wednesday,
he makes his home in us. In fact, he goes anywhere people will make him their King and serve to
advance his Kingdom.
Would he say he is welcome as King in your home and your heart? How is your life advancing his
Kingdom today?
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DAY 44
Maundy Thursday, April 17
When this corruptible body shall put on incorruption and this mortal shall put on immortality,
then will come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory"
(1 Corinthians 15:54).
On this day, Jesus shared his Last Supper with his disciples. During their meal, Judas Iscariot left to
bring the authorities who would arrest our Lord. Jesus knew what Judas was doing and had every
opportunity to flee Jerusalem before his enemies' arrival. Instead, he went to the one place where he
knew Judas could find him—a private garden outside the city walls where he often retreated for
prayer. This was also so far from the city that the authorities could arrest him without fear of the
crowds. And it was at night, where their illegal actions would not be known.
Imagine Jesus praying and waiting in that Garden of Gethsemane as a procession of soldiers begins
from the Eastern Gate of the city. He watches their torches as they proceed down into the Kidron Valley
and up the Mount of Olives. This would take at least 45 minutes, with Jesus watching them the entire
time. The Mount of Olives is covered in trees—he can flee in any direction and not be found. Instead,
he waits. When the soldiers finally arrive, his disciples try to defend him, but he refuses. They scatter
and leave him to his fate.
He is taken to the Jewish high priest, who can find no witnesses whose testimony can convict him. So
he convicts himself, testifying that he is the Son of God and bringing their condemnation for
blasphemy (Matthew 26:63-66). From there he will be led on Good Friday to Pilate and to his death.
What God's word means
Paul has assured the Corinthians that when the "last trumpet" sounds, they will exchange perishable,
mortal bodies for imperishable immortality (1 Corinthians 15:52-53). Now he looks forward to that
glorious moment when this corruptible body must put on incorruption and this mortal shall
put on immortality.
In that moment, the prophecy of Isaiah will come to pass ("will come true, will be fulfilled"). Isaiah
25:8 states that God "will swallow up death forever." The apostle paraphrases this great proclamation:
Death is swallowed up ("devoured, made to disappear") in victory. Later he would rejoice in that
day when "what is mortal may be swallowed up by life" (2 Corinthians 5:4).
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Why Easter matters
Note the present tense: Death is defeated in victory now, today. Even though the Lord's return may
delay for another decade or millennium, our victory in him is assured. Jesus' past resurrection is
present proof of our future resurrection. Because God's nature does not change (Hebrews 13:8), he can
do today anything he has ever done. If he could raise Jesus' body from corruption to immortality, he
can do the same with ours.
Paul explained this miracle:
You, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that
stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them
in him (Colossians 2:13-15).
Jesus' triumph at Easter is our triumph today. How should we respond to his gift?
How to respond
"Maundy Thursday" comes from the word for "mandated." Here's why it's an appropriate name for today.
Before his arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus did a very strange thing. After the Last Supper, he
took off his outer robe and wrapped a slave's towel around himself. He then crawled on his knees to his
first disciple. He took the man's dirty, smelly, mud-caked feet in his hands. He poured water over them
and dried them with the towel wrapped around his waist. He then crawled to the next, and the next,
and the next. He washed the feet of Peter, who would deny him, and Judas, who would betray him,
and the other disciples who would abandon him (John 13:1-11).
Here's the "mandated" part of Maundy Thursday: Jesus told them, "If I, then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet" (v. 14). He explained that we are to
follow his example: "Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another" (v. 34). Then our Master
concluded: "By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love one for another" (v. 35).
What Jesus did for us, the victory over death he won for us at Calvary, is a gift we cannot repay. But it
is a gift we can share with others. When we wash their feet as he has washed away our sins, demonstrating his love in ours, we respond to Maundy Thursday grace with Maundy Thursday gratitude.
Do the people who know you best know that you are Jesus' disciple?

2014 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL

Finding Your Victory In Christ
DAY 45
G ood Fr iday, Apr il 18
Where, O death, is the victory? Where, O death, is the sting? Now the sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law (1 Corinthians 15:55-56).
"Good Friday" should be called "Black Friday." On this day the most scandalous betrayal of justice in
human history took place. But when we remember what happened on this day we'll know why we call
it "Good Friday" today.
The night before, Jesus was arrested and tried illegally by the Jewish authorities. They held his trial at
night, without credible witnesses, and asked Jesus to convict himself—any of these factors should
have set him free. He could have fled before they arrived or refused to incriminate himself and Friday
would never have been called "Good."
Instead, he convicted himself by claiming to
be the Son of God, a statement he knew would
lead to condemnation for blasphemy. Then
they took him to the Romans, where they
changed their charge to insurrection. He could
easily show that he was innocent, but he
stayed silent instead. He could rally the
crowds to himself with a single demonstration
of his miraculous powers, but he refused. So
he was condemned to crucifixion.

Never again wonder if you are
loved. If you had been the
only sinner on the planet,
Good Friday would still have
happened, just for you.

Now he is stripped and tied to a post, then scourged with a long whip in which are embedded nails,
lead balls, and pieces of shell. They rip the flesh from his back, torture that killed many of its victims.
A crown of razor-sharp thorns is pressed onto his head, impaling his scalp and forehead. He is forced to
carry a wooden cross to Calvary. There, nails are driven through his wrists and ankles into the wood
and he is left to die. He could call ten thousand angels to his side, but he refuses.
Instead, he dies there for you and for me. How should we respond to such sacrifice?
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What God's word means
In Hosea 13 the Lord says of his people,
Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?
Shall I redeem them from Death?
O Death, where are your plagues?
O Sheol, where is your sting? (v. 14).
These questions were originally directed to Israelites eight centuries before Christ. Now Paul is led by
by the Spirit to ask them of Corinthian Christians. Death has no victory or sting ("goad, stinger") for
Jesus' followers. This enemy that has defeated every adversary is itself defeated in Christ. This wasp
whose venom is always fatal has lost its stinger.
It was the case that the sting of death is sin, meaning that sin causes death as a stinger transmits
venom (cf. Romans 6:23, "the wages of sin is death"). The power of sin is the law, meaning that we
sin when we break God's word and will. So long as we are fallen people, we are under the power of sin
and the death it produces (cf. Romans 7:7-13).
But now this power is broken, this sting removed. How much threat is a wasp without a stinger?
Why Easter matters
At the cross, Jesus was "stung" by our sin: "God made him to be sin who knew no sin" (2 Corinthians
5:21a). But our sinless Sacrifice never broke the law and therefore broke the power of sin it produces.
As a result, "in him we might become the righteousness of God" (v. 21b).
Imagine a swarm of killer bees attacking our Savior on the cross. As they sting him, each bee's stinger
and its venom sac are pulled from its body, killing it instantly. As a result, the bees kill Jesus but cannot
harm us.
This is a picture of what happened on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. When our Lord rose from the
tortured death our sins inflicted on him, he defeated our grave and guaranteed our eternal life.
How to respond
Never again wonder if you are loved. If you had been the only sinner on the planet, Good Friday would
still have happened, just for you. Someone asked Jesus, "How much do you love me?" He answered,
"This much," as he spread out his arms and died. All for you. Just for you.
Have you thanked God today for Good Friday?
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DAY 46
S at urday, Apr il 19
but thanks be to God who is giving us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57).
"Holy Saturday" seemed anything but holy to those who first experienced it. Jesus had died the
previous day; his crucified corpse now lay in a borrowed grave. Those who suffered through the grief of
this day had no idea of the joy that awaited them in the morning.
Jesus' state on this Saturday calls to mind a common question: What happens to Christians between
death and the final resurrection? This issue is more personal for me than ever before. I recently stood
at my parents' grave and thought about their status in heaven. After my wife's father died, I assured
our family at his memorial service that he is with Jesus in paradise. But in what condition? If we do not
receive our glorified bodies until the trumpet sound at the Second Coming (1 Corinthians 15:52), what
happens to us in the meantime?
What God's word means

You and I still battle sin and
death, but their defeat is
certain and victory is ours.

Paul has just described our fallen human
condition: "The sting of death is sin, and the
power of sin is the law" (v. 56). Then comes his
shout of victory: but thanks ("gratitude,
thankfulness") be to God. Here's why: he is giving us (note the present tense) the victory (over sin
and death) through ("because of, by the agency of") our Lord Jesus Christ.
The apostle explained: "if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much
more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man Christ Jesus. . . . For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made
sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous" (Romans 5:17, 19).
Why Easter matters
Victory over sin and death began on Easter Sunday and continues to this moment. If Christ is your Lord,
you have chosen the winning side in the cosmic battle between good and evil, life and death.
In World War II, the decisive victory (D-Day) against the forces of Nazi Germany came on June 6, 1944.
The final victory (V-Day) did not come until May 8, 1945. Between D-Day and V-Day the battle continued, but its ultimate outcome had been decided.
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For Christians, D-Day came at Easter, while V-Day comes when the risen Lord returns. You and I still
battle sin and death, but their defeat is certain and victory is ours.
How to respond
Between Easter and the Second Coming, what happens to those who die in Christ? It is clear that they
are with Christ. Jesus told the dying thief at his side, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise" (Luke 23:43). "Paradise" was a Persian word for the walled garden of the king. Not only
would the thief receive eternal life—he would spend it with the King himself. In the moment we die,
angels take us to God's side (Luke 16:22). We will never die (John 11:26; Philippians 1:23), for we are
home with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). Those who die in Christ are in glory, for "to die is gain"
(Philippians 1:21).
But in what state? Some theologians posit a body-less existence until the Second Coming. Others
think we get an "intermediate body" until our Lord's return and the final resurrection. Still others think
we receive our final body when we die, a position which must be reconciled with 1 Corinthians 15:52
("the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable") and 1 Thessalonians 4:16 ("the
Lord will descend from heaven . . . and the dead in Christ will rise first").
Here's my thought: we are asking a chronological question of a non-chronological reality. In heaven,
there is no such thing as "time" (Revelation 10:6, KJV). We step out of the space-time continuum
when we step from death into eternal life.
As a result, those in heaven are not waiting for the Second Coming as are those on earth. They can
receive their glorified bodies in the moment of their death, even though it may be another thousand
years as we reckon time before the final resurrection. For this reason, I believe that those who died in
Christ are already in that glorified state where "death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away" (Revelation 21:4).
Whatever your position on the "intermediate state" between death and the final resurrection, know
this: those who die in Christ are alive in Christ. We already have eternal life—we are already immortal.
God is giving us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
How can you best express your gratitude to him today?

DAY 47
Eas ter Sunday, April 20
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be firm, unmovable, abounding always in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).
The day that changed history began like any other. The sun arose over the Holy City as millions were still
crowded into Jerusalem from Passover. The death of Jesus of Nazareth was not an unusual event—Rome
crucified its enemies and insurrectionists all the time. The authorities were certain that their plot had
succeeded, that this upstart was dead and gone. But with that single sunrise, the crucified carpenter
became the resurrected Lord.
The stone rolled over his grave was but a pebble compared to the Rock of Ages inside. Battle-hardened
soldiers trembled and fainted. Cowardly disciples became fearless apostles. A fledgling band of frightened
followers became the mightiest movement the world has ever seen. Eleven men became more than two
billion believers today. All because of Easter.
His disciples' changed lives are testimony to the reality of the resurrection. Men who denied Christ to
servants now preached him to the highest authorities in the land. People don't die for a lie, but more than
a million Christians died in the first generations of their movement, all of them for the One they knew to be
their risen Lord. I have met him for myself, and can testify that he is who he says he is: the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords. On the day he returns to this planet, all will know it's true.
Does the world see the risen Christ in you?
What God's word means
The longest chapter in any of Paul's letters is devoted to the most revolutionary and foundational subject
the apostle ever addressed. After defending the logic and relevance of Jesus' resurrection, Paul concludes:
Therefore, dear ("beloved") brothers (a term that includes all Christians, whether men or women), be
firm ("be steadfast"), unmovable ("unable to be moved by any force"), abounding ("giving yourselves
fully and unconditionally") always in the work ("labor, tasks, occupation") of the Lord.
The Corinthians can make such a complete commitment to Christ as their King knowing ("having full
understanding that") your labor ("trouble, difficulty, toil") in the Lord is not in vain ("is not empty").
Why Easter matters
If Jesus was not raised from the dead, there would be no Christians and no Christianity. Because he was
raised from the dead, his followers soon "turned the world upside down" (Acts 17:6, KJV). Now you and I
can know that our labor in the Lord is known, received, and rewarded by our living King. We can know
that the cost of serving Jesus is always outweighed by its benefits. We cannot measure the eternal significance of present faithfulness.

How to respond
Historian Philip Schaff:
This Jesus of Nazareth, without money and arms, conquered more millions than Alexander,
Caesar, Mohammed, and Napoleon; without science and learning, He shed more light on
things human and divine than all philosophers and scholars combined; without the
eloquence of schools, He spoke such words of life as were never spoken before or since, and
produced effects which lie beyond the reach of orator or poet; without writing a single line,
He set more pens in motion, and furnished themes for more sermons, orations, discussions,
learned volumes, works of art, and songs of praise than the whole army of great men of
ancient and modern times.37
Peter Marshall noted: "No tabloid will ever print the startling news that the mummified body of Jesus of
Nazareth has been discovered in old Jerusalem. Christians have no carefully embalmed body enclosed in a
glass case to worship. Thank God, we have an empty tomb. The glorious fact that the empty tomb
proclaims to us is that life for us does not stop when death comes. Death is not a wall, but a door."
Now you and I are invited to step through that door to the abundant life Jesus offers us, in this life and the
next (John 10:10). We are invited to make the crucified Christ the King of our lives, every moment of every
day. When we consider what he did for us, the love he showed us at Calvary and at Easter, how can we do less?
F. M. Lehman wrote these wonderfully poetic words about God's love shown at Easter:
The love of God is greater far
Than tongue or pen can ever tell;
It goes beyond the highest star,
And reaches to the lowest hell.
The guilty pair, bowed down with care,
God gave His Son to win;
His erring child He reconciled,
And rescued from his sin.
But the best words to the hymn are the third stanza, written not by a famous poet but found on the walls
of a mental asylum. Before the man who lived there died, he somehow came to know God's passionate
love for him. And so he wrote,
Could we with ink the ocean fill,
And were the skies of parchment made;
Were every stalk on earth a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade;
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry;
Nor could the scroll contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to sky.
Philip Yancey notes: "Sociologists have a theory of the looking-glass self: you become what the most
important person in your life (wife, father, boss, etc.) thinks you are. How would my life change if I truly
believed the Bible's astounding words about God's love for me, if I looked in the mirror and saw what God sees?"38
How would yours?
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