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INTRODUCTION
The Easter bunny isn’t real.
That could be bad news for some. Truth is, he was invented
by sixteenth-century Germans and exported to America by
German settlers.
And, brace yourself: you won’t find the term Easter in your Bible
concordance either.
In second-century Europe, the arrival of spring was celebrated
in honor of Eastre, the goddess of fertility. Eggs were symbols
of fertility and rebirth. Because this ritual fell so close to
Resurrection Sunday, missionaries began using it to explain the
“rebirth” of the risen Christ, and the name Easter came to be
identified with Resurrection Sunday.
To many in our culture today, the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ constitute another version of the Easter myths—a
nice tradition, a rite of spring, a family observance, another
nice holiday.

But, for Christians worldwide, the death and resurrection of Jesus
are basic to our faith. Do you believe the events of Holy Week
actually happened? If so, have you ever questioned why they
happened the way they did?
As Holy Week approaches, let’s look back across twenty centuries
to see how God’s plan for humanity included this fateful week
from the very beginning. Then, let’s apply its significance to our
lives today.
Before we see Easter from this side of the cross and resurrection,
it might be helpful to see the Passion of Jesus before it happened.
To look at the plan before it came to pass. And to realize that our
Father is still fulfilling that plan in our world today.
As his divine will clashes with our human freedom, let’s watch
God’s ultimate plan unfold from the Garden of Eden to the
Garden of Gethsemane, from the first Adam to the Second.
The Easter promise of God was made before time began, was
fulfilled two millennia ago in the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus, and still affects us today.
Jim Denison
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SUNDAY, APRIL 7
Jesus confirms the fulfillment of
prophecy
Centuries before Easter, God began revealing the plan his Son
would fulfill in Jerusalem. Throughout his earthly ministry, Jesus
repeatedly appealed to Old Testament predictions regarding
himself.
As his ministry began, he read a Messianic prediction from
Isaiah 61, then said to the waiting crowd, “Today this scripture
is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). He told his critics,
“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you
have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet
you refuse to come to me that you may have life. . . . For if you
believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote of me” (John
5:39–40, 46).
At the Last Supper, he warned his disciples, “For I tell you that
this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered
with the transgressors.’ For what is written about me has its
fulfillment” (Luke 22:37). At his arrest he told the crowd,
“All this has all taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets
might be fulfilled” (Matthew 26:56).
On Easter Sunday night, Jesus said to the two disciples traveling
to Emmaus, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the
Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?”
Then, to explain what he meant, “beginning with Moses and
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures
the things concerning himself ” (Luke 24:25–27).
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After his resurrection, he said to his astonished disciples,
“Everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled” (Luke 24:44).
Clearly, Jesus believed his life, death, and resurrection fulfilled
the plan his Father had made before time began. He was
“the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world”
(Revelation 13:8 NIV).
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MONDAY, APRIL 8
Standing on the promises
Yesterday, we watched Jesus claim Old Testament prophecies for
himself as evidence that he was the Messiah. The One we worship
is indeed the Promised One of Israel, the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8).
The writers of the New Testament made the same case.
Repeatedly, they claimed that Jesus fulfilled the predictions of the
prophets concerning the Messiah.
At Pentecost, Peter cited prophecies from Joel 2, Psalm 16, and
Psalm 110 in claiming that Jesus was the promised Messiah
(Acts 2:14–36). He later explained Jesus’ crucifixion to a crowd
at Jerusalem: “This is how God fulfilled what he had foretold
through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer”
(Acts 3:18).
Peter told Cornelius, “All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name” (Acts 10:43).
When Paul came to Thessalonica, “As was his custom, Paul went
into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned
with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the
Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. ‘This Jesus I am
proclaiming to you is the Messiah,’ he said” (Acts 17:2–3).
Paul described his message as “the gospel [God] promised
beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures”
(Romans 1:2). That message could be summarized: “What I
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received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” (1
Corinthians 15:3–4).
Clearly, if Jesus did not fulfill Old Testament predictions
regarding the Messiah, both he and his first followers were
deceivers of the worst sort. Their movement depended entirely on
the claim that he was the promised Messiah of God.
It still does.
More than three hundred times, the Old Testament makes claims
or predictions regarding the coming Messiah. Jesus fulfilled every
one of these prophecies.
But some might say that the predictions were made so close to
Jesus’ time that his fulfillment was easy. Not so.
Most scholars date Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament,
at around 400 BC, demonstrating that these predictions were
not made during Jesus’ day. If my life and work were to fulfill
prophecies made nearly two centuries before the founding of the
United States, you’d be amazed, and rightly so.
As you worship Jesus in this Lenten season, be amazed.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 9
Dying by the plan
Jesus claims to fulfill the Old Testament predictions regarding
the Messiah, and the New Testament writers make the same case.
Why? What prophecies did they have in mind? What promises
does this season remember and commemorate?
Here are some of the predictions fulfilled during Holy Week.
The Messiah would enter Jerusalem on a donkey: “Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king
comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9 NIV;
cf. Luke 19:35–37).
He would be betrayed by a friend: “Even my close friend,
someone I trusted, one who shared my bread, has turned against
me” (Psalm 41:9; cf. Matthew 10:4).
He would be sold for thirty pieces of silver: “I told them, ‘If you
think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it.’ So they paid me
thirty pieces of silver” (Zechariah 11:12; cf. Matthew 26:15).
This money would be thrown in the Lord’s house and used for a
potter’s field: “’Throw it to the potter’—the handsome price at
which they valued me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and
threw them to the potter at the house of the Lord” (Zechariah
11:13; cf. Matthew 27, 5, 7).
Jesus would be forsaken by his disciples: “Strike the shepherd, and
the sheep will be scattered” (Zechariah 13:7). “My friends and
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companions avoid me because of my wounds; my neighbors stay
far away” (Psalm 38:11; cf. Mark 14:50).
He would be accused by false witnesses: “Ruthless witnesses come
forward; they question me on things that I know nothing about”
(Psalm 35:11; cf. Matthew 26:59–60).
He would be silent before his accusers: “He was oppressed
and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth” (Isaiah 53:7; cf.
Matthew 27:12).
He would be whipped and spat upon: “I offered my back to those
who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did
not hide my face from mocking and spitting” (Isaiah 50:6; cf.
Matthew 26:67).
He would be mocked: “All who see me mock me; they hurl
insults, shaking their heads” (Psalm 22:7; cf. Matthew 27:29).
Jesus would be nailed to the cross: “They pierce my hands and my
feet” (Psalm 22:16; cf. Luke 23:33).
He would be crucified with thieves: “He poured out his life unto
death, and was numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12;
cf. Matthew 27:29).
From the cross, he would pray for his persecutors: “For he bore
the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors”
(Isaiah 53:12b; Luke 23:34).
Betrayed, sold, forsaken, accused, whipped, spat on, mocked, nailed,
and crucified. Yet he prayed for the ones behind those actions.
And, he prays for us still (Hebrews 7:25).
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10
A plan no human can fulfill
Old Testament prophecy has taken Jesus to the cross, where he
would be crucified between thieves and pray for his persecutors.
Now his garments would be parted and lots cast for them: “They
divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment”
(Psalm 22:18; cf. John 19:23–24).
Vinegar would be provided as they “gave me vinegar for my
thirst” (Psalm 69:21; cf. Matthew 27:34).
He would be forsaken by God: “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” (Psalm 22:1; cf. Matthew 27:46).
He would then commit himself to God: “Into your hands I
commit my spirit” (Psalm 31:5; cf. Luke 23:46).
At his death, no bones would be broken: “He protects all his
bones; not one of them will be broken” (Psalm 34:20; cf. John
19:33, 36). This was unusual, given the typical Roman practice at
crucifixion. A soldier would administer the crucifragium, breaking
the legs of the victim on the cross. Then the victim would be unable
to support his weight and would suffocate more quickly.
Jesus’ side would be pierced: “They will look on me, the one
whom they have pierced” (Zechariah 12:10; cf. John 19:34, 37).
After his death, he would be buried in a wealthy man’s tomb: “He
was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death” (Isaiah 53:9; cf. Matthew 27:57–60).
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And he would be raised from the dead: “You will not abandon me
to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay” (Psalm
16:10 NIV; Acts 2:31–32).
A skeptic might claim that Jesus engineered the circumstances of
his death so as to fulfill these predictions. Some of his words and
actions during Holy Week do in fact seem to be part of his chosen
role as Messiah: he decided to ride the donkey into Jerusalem;
he knew his friend would betray him but did not stop him; he
remained silent before his accusers, prayed for his enemies, cried
out to the God who forsook him, and committed himself to his
Father. All this was by Jesus’ initiative.
But much of what happened to him was beyond his control.
The authorities chose to pay thirty pieces of silver to Judas. Judas
chose to throw the money back. The authorities chose to use it to
buy a potter’s field.
They also chose the false witnesses who testified against Jesus.
The Romans chose to crucify Jesus with thieves, gamble for his
clothes, preserve his bones, and spear his side. Joseph asked for his
body after his death, and Pilate agreed.
Jesus did not engineer his resurrection—this was his Father’s
power at work. Clearly, Holy Week fulfilled predictions no
human agency could have completed.
Why does it all matter today?
Why did Jesus have to die in the first place?
Tomorrow holds the answer.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 11
Why Jesus had to die
If any book makes promises it does not keep, we are justified in
dismissing the rest of its truth claims. But if a book’s prophecies
rendered centuries earlier are clearly fulfilled in history, we can
consider the rest of its claims to be reliable as well.
Consequently, the Old Testament predictions Jesus fulfilled
during Holy Week are a powerful argument for his divinity and
for the trustworthiness of Scripture.
So, what are the chances that one man could fulfill the promises
Jesus kept?
Mathematician Peter Stoner once calculated the odds of one
man’s fulfillment of just eight of the Old Testament Messianic
predictions at one in 10 to the 17th power (one followed by
seventeen zeroes). That number would fill the state of Texas two
feet deep in silver dollars.
Stoner then considered forty-eight of the Messianic prophecies
and determined the odds of their fulfillment to be one in ten to
the 157th power.
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection kept promises his Father
had made centuries earlier, demonstrating his divinity and his
authority over time and eternity.
Now, let’s ask a few more questions: Why did Jesus do it? Why
did he have to die? Why did his Father have to make such a plan
for his Son? Why didn’t our loving Father in heaven just forgive
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us? Why did he require a blood sacrifice? Why can’t we just pray
to God and ask for forgiveness?
These questions have been discussed for twenty centuries. I am asked
this question often. What difference did it make that someone died
on a Roman cross twenty centuries ago? How could his death affect
my life today? How is Good Friday relevant today?
In short, Jesus died to solve a problem we could not solve
ourselves.
The Bible says that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:23). All of us, no exceptions. Your last sin
includes you in this group. The pack of gum I stole as a kid
earned my membership into this society.
What happens to those who sin?
“The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). The penalty for
the crime of sin is death. The Lord warned Adam and Eve in
the Garden of Eden: “You must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will
certainly die” (Genesis 2:17). They did, and then they did. When
someone sins against the holy God of the universe, someone must
die for that sin. That’s just how things are.
So, God could watch his children spend eternity separated from
him in spiritual death and hell. Or, he could provide a sacrifice to
take our place.
But that sacrifice must be sinless or his death would only pay for
his own sins. I cannot use the same money to pay your house note
and mine as well. Only a sinless, perfect person could take our
place, his death paying the penalty for our sins.
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There’s been only one candidate for this job, only one Person
in all of human history who never sinned—only one “who has
been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin”
(Hebrews 4:15). That Person was God’s own Son.
So, before time began, he and his Father decided that he would
come to our world and die in our place. He would bear “the sins
of many” (Isaiah 53:12).
That’s why he came and why he died.
You and I were on death row for our sins. Jesus went to the
execution chamber for us. He took the fatal injection we deserved
and died in our place.
Now, what does his death mean for you and me today?
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FRIDAY, APRIL 12
Why his death still matters
Jesus’ death is as relevant today as when it first occurred, for
several reasons.
If you’re not a Christian, Jesus’ cross means you can become a
forgiven child of God today. You don’t have to find a church and join
it, be baptized, turn over a new leaf, or try harder to do better. You
don’t have to learn four noble truths, or practice five pillars, or wait
through multiple reincarnated lives. You don’t have to learn and obey
the Law, hoping to justify yourself before a holy God.
If you will turn from your mistakes and failures, asking God to
forgive you for them, inviting Jesus Christ into your life as your
Savior and Lord, he will answer your prayer. Guaranteed.
There’s nothing else you have to do—it’s all been done. You can
have the assurance of eternal life right now.
Then you will worship with a church, read the Bible, pray, serve
and give—because you are God’s child, not in order to become
God’s child. Because you are loved, not so you will be loved.
Because you are forgiven and accepted—and not to earn what
Jesus has already purchased for you.
If you are a believer, Jesus’ cross has set you free from your cross.
You’re no longer on death row. You’re a free man or woman. The
jury is in, the Judge has pronounced the verdict, and you’re freed
from jail, free to go from death to life. Now, when you turn from
your sins and ask God to forgive them, he does. And he forgets
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them. He remembers your sins no more. As Corrie ten Boom put
it, God buries your sins at the bottom of the sea and posts a sign
over the spot that says, “No fishing.”
For us all, Jesus’ cross means that God loves us. How do I know?
He must—he sent his only Son to die for us. He watched his
Son’s tortured execution. He transferred our guilt and sin to his
sinless Son. He did it all for us.
Think of it. Before God made you and me, he knew we’d sin.
The Garden of Eden was no surprise to him at all. He made us,
knowing that we would cost him the life of his Son.
Would you do that?
He sent his Son into the world they made together, knowing he’d
die there.
Would you do that?
He watched the religious leaders conspire to arrest him. He
watched them parade into the Garden of Gethsemane where his
Son prayed, “Let this cup pass from me” as he sweated blood. He
watched it all and did nothing.
Would you do that?
He heard the blasphemy of the religious authorities. He
cringed as they tore open his Son’s back with their whips and
gouged his head with their thorns. He raged as they spat on his
face and mocked his royalty. His heart was pierced as their nails
pierced his Son. He wept as his Son wept the words, “Why have
you forsaken me?”
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Would you do that?
The cross proves how much God loves us. Sacrificially,
completely, without condition. As you are, where you are, no
matter who you are.
Right now.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 13
Fulfilling God’s plan
Before the events of this Holy Week, Jesus led a band of Galilean
peasants and laborers of no interest to the Roman Empire or
the larger world. When the events concluded with Resurrection
Sunday, human history would never be the same. The largest
spiritual movement since time began was born in the events of
these days. Each episode stands in stark contrast to the culture of
Jesus’ time and ours.
Now, let’s look at the week that was planned from the beginning
of time in the Garden of Eden. The week prophesied by prophets.
The road to Gethsemane.
In all of human history, no words have been more consequential
for a leader than a simple prophecy uttered 567 years before it was
fulfilled on the first Palm Sunday. I believe that Palm Sunday tells
us more about Holy Week than any other single event in the life
of our Lord. Let’s revisit Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
and learn how to make this a Holy Week.
To set the stage: Jesus has walked from Galilee, the northern part
of the Holy Land, to Judea and Jerusalem. This is a distance of
some ninety miles, perhaps more, depending on the route he
took. He clearly did not need a donkey’s help in walking the last
two miles into the Holy City. What transpires on Palm Sunday
is the only time in the gospels when our Lord is recorded as
traveling in any way except on foot.
Why did he do it this way?
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Because of these words:
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you,
Righteous and having salvation,
Gentle and riding on a donkey,
On a colt, the foal of a donkey.
I will take away the chariots from Ephraim
And the war-horses from Jerusalem,
And the battle bow will be broken.
He will proclaim peace to the nations.
His rule will extend from sea to sea
And from the River to the ends of the earth.
(Zechariah 9:9–10)
Why is Jesus’ fulfillment of these words so important today?
Discover why tomorrow.
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Mount of Beatitudes

SUNDAY, APRIL 14
PALM SUNDAY
Welcoming Jesus on a donkey
Why did Jesus choose to ride a donkey into Jerusalem?
No king had ridden such an animal into the Holy City for a
thousand years. As we saw yesterday, Zechariah 9 had predicted
567 years earlier that the Messiah would come in just such a
manner. The Jews universally regard this prophecy as Messianic.
The Jewish Talmud speaks several times of the Messiah coming on
a donkey.
Earlier, Jesus had “warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he
was the Christ” (Matthew 16:20), but now the time had come to
reveal himself. And a donkey was the best way to do that.
But why? Why did the Lord inspire the prophet to predict such a
“motorcade” for the Promised One of Israel? Leaders rode chariots
or war horses if they meant to conquer a city. They rode a donkey
if they came in peace.
Jesus came “gentle and riding on a donkey” (Matthew 21:5), as
the Passover Lamb to the slaughter. According to Exodus 12:3,
Palm Sunday was the very day when the Passover lamb was to
be chosen. He used the lowly donkey to assume the role of a
sacrificial lamb, for us.
The donkey he chose was a common animal, not one of great
breeding or superior stock. His choice is analogous to rounding
up a stray to take to the Westminster Dog Show or displaying my
old Chevy Vega at an antique auto collection.
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But the next time Jesus rides an animal, things will be different: “I
saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse,
whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges
and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head
are many crowns. . . . The armies of heaven were following him,
riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.
Out of his mouth came a sharp sword with which to strike down
the nations. He will rule them with an iron scepter. He treads the
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe
and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:11–16).
We can ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be our Savior, welcoming
him on his donkey as our sacrificial lamb. Or we can refuse and
face him on his white horse as our conquering Lord.
He’ll ride the animal you choose.
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MONDAY, APRIL 15
MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Trading legalism for relationship
After entering Jerusalem as the King of Kings on Palm Sunday,
Jesus returned to the suburb of Bethany to stay the night with
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. On Monday morning, he and his
disciples climbed the ascent back up to the Holy City.
Along the way, he cursed a fig tree that did not bear fruit (Mark
11:12–14). Since the vine was a symbol for the nation of Israel, his
displeasure showed that the religious legalism of their culture was
barren and that God wants our lives to bear fruit for his kingdom.
Jesus entered the temple in Jerusalem, where he encountered
moneychangers charging exorbitant exchange rates to convert
the people’s money into the currency required to buy animals for
sacrifice. They then demanded unfair prices for the only animals
the priests would accept.
In anger, Jesus drove these corrupt merchants from God’s “house
of prayer” (vv. 15–17). When they used the temple to advance
their purposes rather than God’s kingdom, they forfeited both.
His action infuriated and embarrassed the religious authorities
who profited by the extortion (v. 18). Then Jesus rejected the
racial prejudice of his culture by welcoming Gentiles who
wanted to meet him.
Some Greeks (Gentiles) had come to the Passover festival in
Jerusalem but could not come into the Temple. They were in the
Court of the Gentiles hoping to meet Jesus. They found Philip
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and sent him inside with their request, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus”
(John 12:20–36).
Jesus’ reply indicates his upcoming death was for all: “The hour
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say
to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (vv. 23–24). He
concludes: “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw
all people to myself ” (v. 32).
How are these events relevant to this Monday?
Human nature doesn’t change—you and I face the same challenges
as those who were present in the Temple on that Monday. Like
them, we are tempted by the transactional religion: keep the laws of
our faith so God will bless us. As they sacrificed animals in hopes of
securing divine favor, so we sacrifice money and time. If we go to
church on Sunday, God will bless us on Monday. If we read the Bible
and pray, God will guide and help us.
Jesus invites us today to trade the legalism of religion for the grace
of relationship with him. Worship, study Scripture, and serve
because God loves you, not so he will.
Your life is the “temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16).
So make it a “house of prayer” in which you practice the presence
of Jesus all day long.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 16
TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Loving God with your all
Tuesday was one of the longest, harshest days in Jesus’ earthly
life. His rejection of the moneychangers on Monday inflamed the
authorities. As he returned to the Holy City from Bethany, his
enemies were waiting for him, their trap baited.
Their question seems simple: “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar,
or not?” (Matthew 22:17). But their challenge forced Jesus to take
a stand on the most incendiary controversy of their day.
Rome required every subject of the Empire to pay the “poll tax,”
using a coin whose inscription praised Caesar as divine. If Jesus
supported such idolatry, the adoring crowds would morph into
an ugly mob and reject him as their Messiah. If he rejected the
tax, the Roman soldiers standing guard would arrest him instantly
for sedition. Either way, his enemies would be rid of this Galilean
and his threat to their authority.
Jesus’ answer stunned his opponents into silence: “Give to Caesar
what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s” (v. 21). We are to be
loyal to our country, but first we are to be loyal to our Lord. He
deserves our obedience, worship, and gratitude.
He encountered the authorities more times on this day and each
time responded with Scripture, as he did when tempted by Satan.
He cast his lot. By enraging the authorities, he sealed his doom.
He would pay to be faithful to God with his life.
What do you owe God today?
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Your next breath is his gift. He has forgiven every sin you’ve
confessed to him. If Jesus is your Lord, he has given you eternal
life by his grace.
Now your Father wants you to love him “with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength” and to “love your neighbor as yourself ” (Mark
12:30–31). Despite the conventional wisdom of our day, true
Christianity is not private, subjective opinion but positive,
transforming action.
So, take some time on this Holy Tuesday for a spiritual
examination.
Would God say that you love him with all your “heart” (your will
and decisions)?
With all your “soul” (your personal worship)?
With all your “mind” (your attitudes and thoughts)?
With all your “strength” (your actions)?
Would your family, friends, and colleagues say that you love them
as much as you love yourself?
Do what love does and you’ll feel what love feels. What could
you do this morning to show that you love your Father and your
neighbor?
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17
SILENT WEDNESDAY
A silence we all need
Welcome to Silent Wednesday.
The Bible doesn’t record a single event of Jesus’ life on this day in
Holy Week. Our Lord was staying with his disciples at the home
of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus in Bethany (a suburb of Jerusalem).
How did he spend the day?
Probably teaching his followers about tomorrow’s trials, seeking
to prepare them for the shock and pain they would soon face.
Comforting his close friends on the eve of his arrest. And preparing
himself to go to the cross for us. As Jesus often prayed early in the
morning (Mark 1:35) and late at night (Luke 6:12), so he spent this
day in communion with his Father.
Jesus could still have chosen to escape Jerusalem and flee to the
safety of his Galilean homeland. But he chose to stay and die and
spent this day getting ready.
The Lord calls us to “be still and know that I am God” (Psalm
46:10). In the midst of a very busy time of ministry, when “so
many people were coming and going that they did not even
have a chance to eat,” Jesus said to his disciples, “Come away by
yourselves to a desolate place and rest awhile” (Mark 6:31).
When last did you accept your Lord’s invitation?
Take a few minutes to be alone with your Father this morning.
Visualize Jesus at Bethany surrounded by his disciples and friends,
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yourself among them. Picture him in the center of the room and
sit at his feet.
As you rest in his presence, thank him for what he will do for you
this week. Praise him for his love and grace. Commit to him your
grateful obedience. And decide to meet him each morning in his
worship and word.
This is the second day of Passover in Jewish tradition. On this day,
the priestly blessing will be offered to God on behalf of his people
wherever the children of Israel live: “The Lord bless you and keep
you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious
to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you
peace” (Numbers 6:24–26).
Amen.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 18
MAUNDY THURSDAY
What’s so Maundy about Thursday?
Deception is apparently part of the human condition. We have a
remarkable ability to mislead each other as a means to our ends.
From ingenious pranks to celebrity affairs to political cover-ups,
the history of the world could be written as the story of delusion.
The serpent in the Garden was the first to deceive; we have
learned his techniques well.
Consider the deceptions our Lord would face on this day in
Holy Week.
“Maundy Thursday” comes from the Latin word for “mandated.”
On this night of Holy Week, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and
called them to love each other in humble service (John 13:31–
35). So that we would remember his love for us, he then initiated
the Lord’s Supper.
After Judas slipped away to bring the authorities, Jesus
encouraged his disciples (John 14–16) and prayed for their faith
(John 17). Then he retreated to the Garden of Gethsemane to
pray for himself and wait for the soldiers to arrest him.
After his arrest, our Lord was made to stand trial three times
before the Jewish authorities, then three times before the Romans.
His trials were conducted illegally in at least five ways:
1. Jesus was arrested without a formal charge.
2. He was given no opportunity to prepare a defense.
3. The proceedings began with a private trial by Annas, not
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the public trial required by law.
4. The Sanhedrin was not permitted to initiate charges, only
consider them.
5. The proceedings were conducted at night (Mishna
Sanhedrin 4:1).
6. And witnesses could not be solicited once a trial had
begun.
The list continues: witnesses could not be paid for their
testimony; the Sanhedrin discovered that their witnesses were
false but did not punish them; Jesus was put under oath to
condemn himself; the witness was convicted only on the basis of
his personal testimony; no discussion of the blasphemy charge
was permitted; the Sanhedrin had no authority to pronounce the
sentence of death; and they changed the charge from blasphemy
to insurrection once they stood before Pilate.
All this awaited Jesus when he chose this night in Gethsemane to
bear your sins and die on your cross.
Whatever is going on in your life today, know that you are loved
by the God who made you. Jesus thinks your eternal life is worth
his illegal death.
Why is that fact good news for your soul today?
Because tomorrow is Good Friday.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 19
GOOD FRIDAY
What’s so good about Friday?
Today is “Good Friday.” It may originally have been called “God’s
Friday,” but people were unwilling to speak the Lord’s name in
public, substituting “Good” for “God.”
Let’s remember what happened to make this day so “good” for us.
The ancient Romans used four different kinds of crosses to
execute common criminals. The crux immissa was a tall, upright
beam on which was fixed a shorter crosspiece. This was likely the
kind of cross on which Jesus died, as an inscription was nailed
above his head (Matthew 27:37).
The crux commissai, or St. Anthony’s cross, was shaped like
the letter T. The Greek cross was shaped like a +. And the crux
decussata, or St. Andrew’s cross, was shaped like an X.
The Romans sometimes tied the victim to the cross, leaving him
to die of thirst and exposure. If they wanted a quicker death, they
nailed the criminal to the cross. If they wanted the person to linger in
suffering, they tied his arms to the cross and then drove nails through
his palms. If they wanted the victim to die most quickly, they drove
the nails through the wrists and heels into the wood.
The victim’s weight would crush the lungs, requiring him to
push up on his impaled feet and arms to breathe. As a result, the
soldiers would sometimes break the legs (the crucifragium). The
victim was then required to pull his weight up on his impaled
wrists. The nerves in his arms would quickly become deadened so
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that he could no longer pull himself up to support his weight. He
would then suffocate and die.
In Jesus’ case, “two robbers were crucified with him, one on his
right and one on his left” (v. 38). “Robbers” (lestes) is the standard
word for “revolutionaries,” likely companions in crime with
Barabbas. It is probable that Barabbas was to be the third victim
this day, so Jesus died on the cross prepared for the notorious
criminal (vv. 15–23).
“On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross” is a hymn, not a
biblical reference. Nowhere does the Bible specifically say that
Jesus died on a hill or elevated place. Given that the crowds
could get so close to Jesus that they “passed by hurling insults
at him,” it seems that his body was impaled on a cross just a
few feet above the ground.
Now, ominously, “from the sixth hour until the ninth hour
darkness came over all the land” (v. 45). Jesus’ trial before Pilate
had begun at six o’clock in the morning; the crucifixion began
at the third hour (Mark 15:25) or 9 a.m. The darkness began at
noon and lasted until 3 p.m. Darkness was one of the plagues in
Egypt; people in the ancient world considered such an event to be
an omen of fearsome events to come.
Three hours later, “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’—which means, ‘My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” (v. 46). Finally,
“when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his
spirit” (v. 50).
His “loud” cry may have been the statement recorded in Luke
23:46: “Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your
hands I commit my spirit.’ When he had said this, he breathed
32

his last.” On the other hand, John may give us Jesus’ last words:
“When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’ With
that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit” (John 19:30).
The entirety of Jesus’ arrest, condemnation, and execution took
place by his permission. At any point, he could have fled the
authorities, exposed the mockery of his trial, or saved himself
from execution.
So know this: We are the ones responsible for his death. We are
the reason he gave his life. God knew his only begotten Son
would die for you before he made you. From Eden.
Never again wonder if you are loved.
This is the Good Friday invitation of God.

33

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
SATURDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Sunday is coming
So many Americans live as though Jesus were dead.
If they attend church services on Good Friday and Easter Sunday,
it’s only to honor a tradition, to observe a holiday. Over the past
several days, we’ve discovered reasons why Jesus died. Tomorrow,
we’ll see why his resurrection still matters.
Now, here’s the decision: Will you live today as though Jesus is
alive?
Will you make his word the indispensable guide to your life and
decisions?
Will you worship and work for Jesus in gratitude for the paradise
that awaits you on the other side of the grave?
When I read this story recently, it seemed appropriate for Holy
Week:
It was a beautiful spring day in Milwaukee, and a sense
of peace stayed with me as I left the cathedral on the
Monday morning after Easter. I paused for a moment on
top of the steps leading to the avenue, now crowded with
people rushing to their jobs. Sitting in her usual place
inside a small archway was the old flower lady. At her feet,
corsages and boutonnieres were placed for sale.
The flower lady was smiling, her wrinkled old face alive
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with some inner joy. I started down the stairs—then, on
an impulse, turned and picked out a flower. As I put it in
my lapel, I said, “You look happy this morning.”
“Why not? Everything is good.” She was dressed so
shabbily and seemed so old that her reply startled me.
“You’ve been sitting here for many years now, haven’t you?
And always smiling. You wear your troubles well.”
“You can’t reach my age and not have troubles,” she
replied. “Only it’s like Jesus and Good Friday. . . .” She
paused for a moment.
“Yes?” I prompted.
“Well, when Jesus was crucified on Good Friday, that
was the worst day for the whole world. And when I get
troubles, I remember that. And then I think of what
happened only three days later—Easter and our Lord
arising. So when I get troubles, I’ve learned to wait three
days. Somehow, everything gets all right again.”
Sunday is the third day.
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The Garden Tomb

SUNDAY, APRIL 21
RESURRECTION SUNDAY
Why the resurrection matters
Why did Jesus have to be raised from the dead? Many of us who
believe in the resurrection don’t know why it is so central to our
faith and lives.
“Greetings,” the risen Christ’s first word to the women at his
empty tomb, is literally “Rejoice!” in the Greek (Matthew 28:9).
Accept God’s love on Good Friday and his joy on Resurrection
Sunday. Why?
Consider three reasons why the resurrection is still worth
celebrating today.
First, the resurrection makes possible our salvation.
Three times Jesus predicted he would die and rise:
•

“He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life”
(Matthew 16:21).

•

“They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to
life” (Matthew 17:23).

•

“On the third day he will be raised to life!” (Matthew 20:19).

If Jesus had not been raised from the dead, he was a liar. Then he
could not be the sinless, perfect Son of God. Jesus’ death could
pay for our sins only if he did not owe a debt for his own sins.
Without the resurrection, Jesus’ death was the consequence of his
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deception and lies and could not atone for us. And we are still
lost in our sins, without any way to pay for them except to be
separated eternally from God.
At the resurrection, Jesus kept his word as the sinless Son of God,
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Accept that gift. Ask him to
forgive your sins and failures and become your Lord and God.
Second, Easter proves the truthfulness of God’s word.
The Bible was very specific in the ways it predicted the Messiah
would die and be raised again. If Holy Week had not happened
exactly as it did, the Bible would be wrong.
Let’s revisit some of the predictions Jesus’ death and resurrection
fulfilled:
•

Psalm 41 said a friend would betray the Messiah.

•

Zechariah 11 specified that he would be sold for thirty pieces
of silver, but the money would be thrown in the Lord’s house
and later used for a potter’s field.

•

Zechariah 13 warned that his disciples would forsake him.

•

Psalm 35 said he would be accused by false witnesses.

•

Isaiah 53 described the ways he would be wounded, bruised,
and die with thieves.

•

Psalm 22 warned that he would be mocked, his hands and
feet pierced, and his garments stolen by gambling—and he
would be forsaken by God.

•

Psalm 69 said he would suffer thirst.
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•

Psalm 34 promised that no bones would be broken, but
Zechariah 12 warned that his side would be pierced.

•

Isaiah 53 predicted that he would be buried in a rich man’s tomb.

•

And Psalm 16 promised, “You will not abandon me to the
grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay” (v. 10).

If Jesus had not died and been raised exactly as he was, God’s
word would be false. Because of Holy Week, we know that
Scripture is the very word of God, that it is authoritative,
trustworthy, and reliable in every way. That we should begin every
day by reading it, praying, spending time with our Lord. That we
should make our decisions in light of its truth. That we should
live by its guidance every day.
Third, the first resurrection guarantees ours.
If God could not raise his Son from the grave, he could not raise
us from it. If he could not survive death, we could not survive it.
If he could defeat the tomb, so can we.
His rising proves his word: “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die” (John
11:25–26).
Because of the resurrection, those you love who have died in
Christ didn’t die spiritually. They never spent a moment in the
grave—and neither will you.
When you close your eyes here, you open them there.
Your last breath here is your first breath there.
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This is the Easter promise of God, made before the world was
created and fulfilled when God sent his son to die for you.
From the Garden of Eden to the Garden of Gethsemane.
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JO U RNE Y t o t h e
RESURRECTION
God’s plan for Holy Week was put in
place in the Garden of Eden centuries
ago and was unveiled through
God’s prophets throughout the Old
Testament. We can never doubt the
Father’s love for us, as we see his
plan of redemption unfold through
prophecies hundreds of years before
Holy Week.
It is our prayer that Journey to the
Resurrection will help you see the
passion of Jesus before it happened.
To look at the plan before it came to
pass. And to realize that our Father is still
fulfilling that plan in our world today.
As you see God’s divine will unfold
from the Garden of Eden to the
Garden of Gethsemane, from the first
Adam to the Second, we pray you will
better understand why the death and
resurrection of Jesus are basic to our
faith. And we pray you will be better
equipped to share your faith
with others.

